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1. Introduction 

The construction of a theory of heterogeneous catalysis is hampered by the absence of information on 
detailed reaction mechanisms. Such information could possibly be obtained on the basis of the quantum- 
mechanical description of catalytic systems, but this approach is not feasible at present since the number 
of calculations needed is too large to be performed. The use of semiempirical methods is simpler, but 
their results are often ambiguous. 

Furthermore, the last ten years have seen the considerable advance in the level of experimental facilities 
available. New methods have been evolved and are now advancing successfully; the sensitivity of 
traditional methods (Fourier-transform IR spectroscopy, etc.) has considerably increased. It has become 
possible to employ physical methods to investigate reactions in situ and to determine the real structure 
of surface intermediates. 

At present, in our view, the most promising approach to the determination of a heterogeneous catalytic 
reaction mechanism is the systematic investigation of the structure and properties of the intermediate 
compounds. In the conventional meaning of the term, the reaction mechanism is a set of elementary steps 
resulting in the formation of products. Intermediates are substances which are involved in the elementary 
steps but which are not released with the reaction products [ 1 ]. 

To determine the mechanism of a catalytic reaction we have to identify the nature of its intermediates 
X , Y , Z  

A + B  ~X--*Y--*Z--*C + D  

and also the sequence of their conversion into the reaction products. 
Currently fundamental information on complexes formed at the surface during a reaction is derived 

from molecular spectroscopy. Information has been accumulated about the properties of such complexes, 
and assumptions about their role have been expressed. However, in order to determine with certainty 
whether or not the surface complex is an intermediate in the reaction, it is necessary to compare the rate 
of its formation and consumption with the rate of formation of the products, i.e., we must study the 
conversion kinetics of the surface compounds at the same time as we measure the rate of the catalytic 
reaction [ 2]. 

* Corresponding author. 
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A procedure for such (spectrokinetic) measurements has been developed [ 3 ]. It includes the use of 
an IR spectrophotometer which enables spectra to be measured at high temperature, and reactor-sample 
cells of special construction [ 4,5 ], which make it possible to record spectra and to study reaction kinetics 
under gradientless conditions at the same time. Such measurements can be made under both steady-state 
and nonsteady-state conditions. 

This review deals with the results of the spectrokinetic study of the following reactions: oxidation of 
propylene to acrolein over simple and complex oxides; interaction of CO and NO over supported metals 
and oxides; C3H6, interaction of CO and NO over zeolites; and oxidation of ammonia over oxides and 
bulk metals. Note that all these reactions are oxidation reactions, where different molecules play the role 
of an oxidant. The reactions listed above were also selected for investigation because the adsorption of 
the reagents (CO, NO, NH3, C3H 6 etc.) on a variety of systems has been studied in detail by spectral 
methods and the structure of the surface compounds is well known. Many of the molecules mentioned 
above are used as test molecules to characterize the surface of solids. All this allows us to pay basic 
attention, not to specific spectral problems, such as the assignment of spectral bands, but to the investi- 
gation of the formation of surface compounds and their decomposition. 

This review is concerned mainly with the results obtained in the Institute of Chemical Physics in 
Moscow. Data from other authors and some questions concerning the conduct of spectrokinetic investi- 
gations are also presented. 

2. Molecular spectroscopic study of the properties of intermediates in heterogeneous catalytic 
reaction 

The information obtained via IR spectroscopy may possibly even increase if one studies complexes on 
solid surfaces (in comparison with molecules in the gas phase), the reason being that, in the gas phase a 
rather large number of vibrations are not active in the IR range of the spectrum (they are active in the 
Raman spectrum). However, when molecules interact with the surface, their symmetry decreases and 
practically all vibrations become active in the IR spectrum. N2, H2, 02 and other molecules adsorbed on 
a variety of solid surfaces, can be distinctly observed by IR spectroscopy. 

The capabilities of IR spectroscopy were greatly extended with the introduction of the Fourier technique 
(FTIR) [6]. It has become possible to undertake spectral measurements at high temperatures, in situ 
[ 7,8 ], and at the same to measure time kinetic and spectral parameters of a catalytic system [ 3,9 ]. 

Processes which occur on bulk metal surfaces cannot be studied by the traditional transmission methods, 
but the emission spectroscopy method can be used for these purposes. The smooth surface of bulk metals 
is usually studied by reflection absorption IR spectroscopy [ 10]. The diffuse reflectance method is also 
used to study surface complexes in order to overcome some difficulties connected with rather strong 
intrinsic absorption of the catalyst. 

We consider below some basic features of the IR spectroscopic methods used in our experiments. 

2.1. Transmission spectroscopy 

The fundamentals of this method have been presented in a great number of monographs (see, for 
example, Refs. [ 11-13] ). Briefly, they are as follows: the spectrometer records the transmission T 

T = J/Jo = exp( - kl) (2.1) 

where k is the absorption coefficient, and l is the thickness of the absorbing layer. 
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According to the Lambert-Bouguer-Beer law 

D = In( 1/T) = ln(Jo/J)  = Eel (2.2) 

where E is the extinction coefficient, and c and I are the concentration and thickness of an adsorbed layer, 
respectively. This expression is the basic one for the quantitative analysis of spectroscopic data. 

The sensitivity of the method is defined both by the characteristics of the emission recorder and by the 
extinction coefficient of the medium. For some traditionally used spectrometers it is possible to estimate 
the number of absorbing molecules which are necessary to obtain absorption bands of sufficiently 
intensity. For CO, for example, this number is about 1012 CO molecules / cm 2, corresponding to a coverage 
of about 0.1%. Because other vibrations are characterized by a lower extinction coefficient (by a factor 
of 10-2-10-3) ,  sensitivity to them is proportionately lower. 

The use of the Fourier technique has improved the situation in this field. Calculations reveal [ 13 ] that 
when an interferometer is used instead of a dispersion element the sensitivity increases a hundred times. 
In actual practice, however, it is increased only tenfold, because of the intrinsic noise in the receiver. 

The intrinsic emission of the sample hinders the use of transmission spectroscopy for the investigation 
of catalytic reactions. In this case, instead of a real spectrum one can only obtain a sum of emission and 
transmission spectra. It is possible to eliminate the emission by modulating it with a special device placed 
in front of the sample, but this requires a modification of serial spectrometers. Some firms produce 
spectrometers for high temperature measurements. 

It is important to note that Fourier spectrometers also allow the performance of measurements at high 
temperatures. The spectra are distorted only because the emission of the heated sample can change the 
temperature of the globar. Fourier spectroscopy also makes it possible to deal with small energies, which 
means that one can use it to study surface complexes even on catalysts with strong intrinsic absorption. 

Because spectrokinetic measurements are carried out under stationary and nonstationary conditions a 
question arises about the characteristic times of the processes which could be studied by such a technique. 
These times are estimated to be about 10 s. The value of the time constant for Fourier spectroscopy is 
very close to this value (the time of one scan is 1 s). A great number of scans is required to obtain a well- 
defined spectrum of the sample having strong intrinsic absorption (the signal/noise ratio increases as the 
square root of the number of scans). In this case the time required to obtain one spectrum is about 1 h. It 
is clear that such systems can be investigated only under stationary conditions. 

A recent report [ 14] concerned measurements with the Fourier spectrometer that required a very brief 
period of time for one scan ( 1/25 s). The application of such devices will allow the investigation of 
reactions with a characteristic time considerably shorter than 1 s. 

The need to simultaneously study both catalytic and kinetic properties of a system defines the sample 
cell construction: it has to be a catalytic reactor, in which it is possible to carry out kinetic measurements 
(relatively small volume and facility for heating). It is also essential that the reaction cell is gradient- 
free. Such cells are shown in Figs. 1 and 2 [4,5]. They allow the study of catalysts with different activities. 

2.2. Diffuse reflectance IR spectroscopy 

In experiments with transmission IR spectroscopy rather thin pellets of the substance (10-20 mg/  
cm 2) are usually used in order to suppress scattering. So the success of this technique is defined by the 
ability to prepare such pellets. Moreover, the sensitivity of transmission spectroscopy in the range over 
2000 c m -  I is low due to the rather high intrinsic adsorption of the catalyst. And finally, sometimes 
because of the long optical path-length in the transmission cell, the absorption bands of the molecules 
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Fig. 1. The sample cell reactor. (a) Diagram of the sample cell reactor: 1, principal heater; 2, 'window'; 3, reactor; 4, the auxiliary heater. (b) 
Diagram of the reactor: 1, thermocouple pocket; 2, sample position. 

and surface compounds may be superimposed. Furthermore, some diffusion complications may arise 
when the kinetics of the catalytic reaction is studied in pressed pellets. 

All these limitations are absent when one uses diffuse reflectance spectroscopy [ 15,16]. A schematic 
diagram of this method is presented in Fig. 3. The special device allows the measurement of diffuse 
reflectance spectra at high temperatures. 

The diffuse reflectance spectra are governed by the Kubelka-Munk formula [ 15 ], which links a portion 
of light reflected by the infinitely thick medium (R=) with absorption (K) and scattering (S) coefficients 

K/S= ( 1 -R=)2/2R= (2.3) 

When some molecules are adsorbed on this infinitely thick sample, formula (2.3) changes to: 

(K+ ec)/S= (1 -R)2/2R (2.4) 

t l ,  

5 

. . . .  . _ ]  

Fig. 2. Diagram of gradientless cell reactor for spoetrokinetic measurements: 1, IR cell; 2, additional volume for catalyst; 3, plunger; 4, heater; 
5, therniocouple pocket. 
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Fig. 3. Diagram of diffuse reflectance spectrometer: 1, emission source; 2, sample; 3-6, spherical mirrors; 7-8, plane mirrors; 9, auxiliary 
chopper. 

where R is the portion of light reflected by the infinitely thick medium covered with an adsorbed layer, • 
and C are the extinction coefficient and the concentration of an adsorbed substance, respectively. R and 
R= can be determined from the spectrum (see Fig. 4). 

The intensity of the band is determined by the formula 

J = ( R ~ - R ) / R ~  (2.5) 

From (2.3), (2.4) and (2.5) one can obtain the relation between the intensity of the absorption band 
and the concentration of the substance in the adsorbed layer: 

F ( R )  = J(  1 /R  - R~) = 2 • c / S  (2.6) 

This formula allows one to estimate the optical length in the catalyst. It is about 2-3 mm and is much 
more than the optical length in the transmission technique. Such a large value is one of the reasons 
underlying the high sensitivity of diffuse reflectance spectroscopy. Theoretically, for samples which 
scatter well diffuse reflectance spectroscopy is more than ten times as sensitive as traditional transmission 
spectroscopy. In reality, however this relation differs from the theoretical one, due to the different 
scattering ability of powders (used to record diffuse reflectance spectra) and pellets (transmission 
spectra). Furthermore, the devices used to record spectra are not ideal and cannot collect all the light 
scattered by the sample. With all these corrections, however, for well scattering substances (R ca. 1 ), the 
diffuse reflectance spectroscopy is more sensitive than the transmission mode (even if only a few percent 
of scattered light arrives at the detector). 

o 

~~-R 
R~ J -  

R~ 

~2o 12 cr~ -I 

Fig. 4. Measurement of R and R~ in the diffuse reflectance spectra. 



6 V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

3 

Fig. 5. Diagram of cell reactor for recording diffuse reflectance spectra: 1, heater; 2, sample position; 3, cell; 4, 'window' (Zn2S); 5, thermocouple 
pocket. 

In order to find the concentration of adsorbed substance one has to determine the scattering coefficient 
(according to the Kubelka-Munk formula). Some methods for its independeni determination are given 
in Ref. [ 28 ]. However, for low intensity bands the concentration of the absorbing substance is related to 
the intensity of the appropriate band by a formula analogous to the Beer-Lambert law 

- -  eC/ef f = In (R/R=), (2.7) 

where/eel is the optical length of the sample. Eq. (2.7) is valid at (R=-R)/R= << 2( 1 -R=)/R~/2. 
The characteristic times of processes which can be studied by diffuse reflectance spectroscopy are the 

same as for the transmission mode. 
Fig. 5 shows the construction of sample cell reactors for the simultaneous recording of the diffuse 

reflectance spectra and the catalytic reaction rate. 

2.3. Emission spectroscopy 

This method is used more rarely than the two presented above. The intensity of the emission is quite 
low, and it is quite difficult to measure it. With the development of the Fourier facilities the capabilities 
of emission spectroscopy have been fundamentally increased. 

It is not possible to obtain information about the substance from the emission spectra of a black body, 
but real materials are not black. The distribution of energy emitted by a non-black body is govemed by 
the Kirchhoff-Plank laws. The emission coefficient of a grey body at temperature T and frequency n is 
determined as the relation of emissions of grey (J (v ,T))  and black (JB(v,T)) bodies at the same 
temperature [ 17,18]: 

% =J (v ,T) / JB(v ,T)  (2.8) 

According to the Kirchhoff law, e, = a, ,  where a~ is the absorption of the substance. 
To calculate the emission of liquids and solids it is necessary to take account of the reflection of the 

emission radiated towards the substance boundary. Catalytic systems partially transmit IR radiation. The 
theory of semitransparent substances is presented in Refs. [ 17,18 ]. 

The basic expression for quantitative study is 

~ + r + t  = 1 (2.9) 

where r and t are the reflection and transmission coefficients of the substance, respectively. 
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For low-reflectance samples 

~(u) = 1 - t (v) .  (2.10) 

The absorption of the sample a(z,) is related to the absorbing sample concentration by the Beer-  
Lambert law: 

a ( v )  = - log t (u)  = Kcl. (2.11 ) 

In this case from (2.10) and (2.11) 

c =  - log( 1 - E(v) )/Kl. (2.12) 

This expression is obeyed well by gases and semitransparent substances [ 18 ]. Analogous expressions 
exist for the emission of substances on metal surfaces. 

Before dealing with an emission spectrum it is necessary to correct it for a given spectrometer. The 
correction factor (Jb(U) ), which includes the efficiency of a slit group, detector and amplifier character- 
istics and so on, can be determined experimentally by recording a black body spectrum at the appropriate 
temperature. An emission spectrum ,Is(v) then has to be divided by this quantity Jb(v).  The resulting 
spectrum thus obtained ~(v) will be independent on the recording device. 

For substances which have low absorbance but high diffusivity, 

E(v) = 1 - r (v ) ,  (2.13) 

which follows from Eq. (2.9). In this case, for quantitative analysis of emission measurements the 
mathematical apparatus of diffuse reflectance spectroscopy is usually used (see 2.2). 

Emission spectroscopy is at present used to study organic substances [19], gases [20] and, most 
widely, the structure of solid surfaces [21-26] (the formation of oxide films [27], for example). 
Recently, some papers have been published which describe the use of emission spectroscopy to study 
molecules adsorbed on surfaces of various substances [ 28-31 ]. Such studies are the last step towards 
recording emission spectra immediately in a catalytic reaction. This spectral technique is the only one 
where heating of a sample does not obstruct the measurement, but is necessary for it. Some approaches 
to the use of emission spectroscopy to study a catalytic reaction in situ have been presented in Refs. [ 32- 
35]. However, we are probably the first to perform the systematic investigation of the catalytic reaction 
mechanism by this method. 

Fig. 6 shows the construction of a spectral cell, which is at the same time the catalytic reactor. The cell 
is made from stainless steel with a working part in the form of glass with an inside diameter of 40 mm 

1 

b o 

Fig. 6. Schematic diagram of cell-reactor for (a) recording emission spectra and (b) cell-reactor itself: 1, cell; 2, heater; 3, 'window'; 4, sample 
position. 



8 V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

Table 1 

Optimum spectral ranges for various methods 

Method subject of  investigation Transmission Diffuse reflectance Emission 

Oxides 1100-2000 c m -  1 1600-5000 c m -  1 _ 

Supported metals I 100-2000 c m -  ~ 1600-5000 c m -  J - 

Bulk metals - - 400-2500 c m -  

and thickness 1 mm. From the open side the cell is closed by a window of zinc sulfide. A heater is placed 
on the opposite side, thus allowing us to change temperature of the sample from 20 to 500°C. A reaction 
mixture is fed and removed through the orifices in side walls of the cell (see Fig. 6). In the traditional 
form of cell (large volume and cool 'windows'), the spectra of surface compounds could be distorted 
because of absorption of some radiated energy by the cool 'windows', and by superimposition on the 
gas-phase spectrum. In our case these distortions are minimized by keeping the 'windows' practically at 
the sample temperature (the gap between the 'window' and the sample is very small: 1 mm). 

2.4. Conclusions 

This brief review of various methods of molecular spectroscopy shows that, used in combination, they 
allow one to study practically any catalytic system. Table 1 gives spectral ranges in which different 
methods of molecular spectroscopy give optimal results for various catalysts. 

The molecular spectroscopy methods presented above can be used under both stationary and nonsta- 
tionary catalytic conditions. It is known [ 36,37] that the characteristic times of catalytic heterogeneous 
reactions are in the range from 10 -2 to 102 s. Reactions with characteristic times in excess of 1 s can be 
studied by nonstationary molecular spectroscopic methods. 

It should be stressed once again that if one records only the spectra of surface compounds in a catalytic 
reaction in situ one cannot answer the question of whether these compounds are intermediates. The 
criterion for the observed surface compound to be an intermediate in the reaction is a coincidence between 
the rate of its conversion and the rate of formation of the reaction product. 

Fig. 7 is the basic diagram of spectrokinetic measurements. The spectral cell, which is at the same time 
the gradientless catalytic reactor, allows one to perform the usual kinetic measurements. The construction 
of such a reactor cell has been described above. Its main features are a small volume and the absence of 
cold parts. The 'windows' are usually attached by the mechanical tightening of well-polished surfaces or 
by the use of glue. To check whether the cell is gradientless or not it is necessary to make some theoretical 
and experimental estimates for every individual catalytic system. The experimental conditions have to 
permit the process under study to proceed in the kinetic (non-diffusion) region. 

The spectrokinetic experiment usually involves several steps: 
( 1 ) the simultaneous recording of spectral and kinetic properties of the system; 

to GC-sets 

to IR ana lyser  

Fig. 7. Basic diagram of spectrokinetic measurements: 1, block of gas pretreatment; 2, IR spectrometer; 3, cell  reactor. 
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(2) the assignment of bands in the spectra. This is done by the adsorption of molecules containing 
isotopes. The problems of assignment are not discussed in details in this review: necessary references are 
given throughout the discussion. Such an approach allows us to concentrate most of our attention on the 
study of surface compound properties; 

(3) the quantitative analysis of the spectra. This step usually has two parts. Firstly, it is necessary to 
check the Beer-Lambert law. The reasons for its violation are discussed in Ref. [13]. It is valid if the 
extinction coefficient is constant for all coverages. If the form and position of a spectral band change 
when the coverage of the surface with the corresponding complex changes the Beer-Lambert law is 
violated. In our experiments the form of spectral bands and their position were checked constantly, and 
we consider that the Beer-Lambert law was not violated in all system studied. It should also be mentioned 
that the coverage of the surface with complexes studied does not essentially change. This also reduces 
the possibility that the extinction coefficient will change with coverage. We now have to determine the 
concentration of the absorbing substance (the intensity of the relevant absorption band is known). For 
this, following (2.2), one needs to know the extinction coefficients of the vibrations of surface complexes. 
Problems connected with their experimental determination are discussed in Refs. [ 11,38 ]. At present, 
the extinction coefficients of vibrations in a variety of surface complexes are estimated (among them are 
CO, CO 2-, CnH,n, NH~-, NH3, NCO, etc.). This estimate is based on the independent determination of 
surface coverage by one or another of the surface compounds. It is also possible to find the extinction 
coefficients using the balance equation if it can be shown independently that this surface compound is an 
intermediate in the reaction; 

(4) the final step is the comparison of the reaction rate, calculated from surface coverage, with the rate 
measured in the experiment. The coincidence of these two values means that the surface compounds 
under study are the intermediates in the reaction. 

This approach allows one to determine the role of surface compounds in the reaction and the quantitative 
characteristics of the elementary steps of the reaction. In other words, the spectrokinetic method is an 
experimental basis for the study of mechanisms of heterogeneous catalytic reaction. 

3. Partial olefin oxidation 

Hydrocarbon oxidation proceeds via two main routes: partial oxidation to oxygen-containing com- 
pounds, and total oxidation to CO2 and H20. We consider here only those reactions of partial oxidation 
in which the basic carbon skeleton of the molecule is not destroyed and only one or two oxygen atoms 
are added to it, forming oxygen-containing compounds. 

Our main concern in this section will be with the partial oxidation of propylene. The mechanism of 
this reaction was studied by the authors at the Institute of Chemical Physics, Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow. 

3.1. Partial oxidation of ethene 

The partial oxidation of the simplest of olefins, ethene, gives ethene oxide: C/H40. The best catalyst 
for this reaction is silver supported on y-alumina. The reason for this phenomenon is not yet clear, which 
is why the mechanism of this reaction is being studied by many scientists. 

FTIR diffuse reflectance spectroscopy, together with transient response kinetic measurements revealed 
the presence of weakly and strongly bound acetaldehyde and also CH3CHOaa s in the oxidation of C2H4 
to C2H40  on Ag/ce-A1203 [ 39 ]. Similar investigations over Ag/T-A1203, which has a lower selectivity, 
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show that adsorbed ethene, carbonates and Ag-CO, which are possibly precursors of total oxidation [40], 
are present at the surface. 

Mention has already been made of the problems associated with kinetic and spectral measurements at 
short characteristic times (less than 1 s) and of the need to perform such measurements when studying 
the intermediate compounds because the characteristic times in catalysis are 10- 2_ 102 s. New possibilities 
for the study of intermediate compounds appeared when Gleaves et al. [ 41 ] reported the construction of 
a so-called TAP reactor (temporal analysis of products). This allows the analysis products immediately 
after their desorption from the surface, thereby avoiding their readsorption. As a result, it has become 
possible to study processes with characteristic times in the millisecond and even microsecond range, far 
below the limits of traditional contact time ranges. 

Using the TAP reactor to study the mechanism of ethene oxidation over Ag powder, Gleaves and 
coworkers [ 42 ] showed that surface ethene complexes appear to be the same for total and partial oxidation. 
But the oxygen, which reacts with them, does not act in the same way. CO2 is formed more quickly than 
C2H40 mainly at the expense of the weakly bonded surface oxygen. Ethene oxide is formed with the help 
both of surface atomic oxygen and subsurface oxygen O*, due to which the intermediate charge state of 
silver (Ag 8+ ) is possibly Ag 3+. The authors [ 42] suggested the Van Santen scheme [43] according to 
which 'electrophilic' oxygen, O ~+ , forms a complex, giving rise to ethene oxide: 

H2C=CH 2 H*C--CH 2 
~: ".,0/ 

I 

~)5" " 
i i  ,,,, 

Ag-~o./Ag ~.0~/Ag Ag ~ 0~_/Ag ~0 . /Ag  

and a 'nucleophilic' oxygen, O a-,  forms a complex, giving rise to total oxidation: 

H2C = CH 2 
+ !Q +3o2--.-2co2 2H2o 

Ag --Ag-Ag// Ag-Ag 
(3.1) 

Currently a vast amount of published data is available concerning the nature of oxygen which partic- 
ipates in the total oxidation and partial oxidation of ethene over an Ag surface. Recent data appear to 
support the Van Santen scheme (3.1). For example, three bands of A g O  vibrations were recorded in 
the Raman spectra in situ during ethene oxidation on Ag( 111 ) and Ag(110) [44] due to three forms of 
adsorbed oxygen. As the ethene is oxidized the subsurface oxygen disappears, quickly exchanging with 
O ~+ . Ethene can also be oxidized to acetaldehyde. Investigation of this process on MoO3/TiO2 by FTIR 
spectroscopy [ 45 ] showed the presence of a 7r-complex of C2H 4, adsorbed acetaldehyde and also some 
weakly bound enol complexes. The catalytic reaction according to Ref. [44] proceeds via the following 

steps: 
( 1 ) C2H4 adsorption on Lewis acid sites; 
(2) electrophilic attack of a weak acid proton from a Mo-OH group; and 
(3) oxidation to aldehyde without following oxidation to acetate: 

H2C=CH 2 ---) Z-H2C=CH 2 + OH-  ~ Z-O-CH2-CH3 + Ox "-~ Z-O=CH-CH3 --~ CH3CHO 

Z-O-CH2--CH3 + H2 ~ Z - O - - C H - C H 2  

Z--O-CH-CH 3 + H + --* Z-O--CH=CH2. 
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3.2. Partial oxidation of propene to acrolein (general information) 

The conversion of propene to acrolein is one of the most intensively studied catalytic processes of 
selective oxidation [46]. The first selective catalyst for this reaction was Cu20. But most attention is 
now being paid to bismuth molybdate and other systems containing BizO3 and MOO3. At present it can 
be taken as having been proved that the oxidation of propene to acrolein proceeds via a symmetrical 7r- 
allyl complex of propene with metal M (after splitting out of one hydrogen atom). 

The assumption that 7r-allyl complexes are formed during the adsorption of propene over oxides was 
made on the basis of catalytic and isotope data well before the IR spectra of adsorbed propene were 
recorded. The initial stage of the oxidation of propene over Cu20, following the results of Adams and 
Jennings [47,48 ], is the removal of a hydrogen atom from the methyl group of the olefin together with 
formation o fa  symmetrical 7r-allyl complex. With the same probability, the second hydrogen atom splits 
out of the first (C 1 ) or third (C3) carbon atom of the olefin, and the product of partial oxidation ( acrolein ) 
is then formed: 

CH-- CH--CD2+ O 2 ~  CD2 = CH--CHO 

CH3CHCD 2 + 02 "~m"CH~== CH ~CD2+ 02"- 1 

I . D CH 2-- CH-- CD + 02 -~,m,,.- C H 2= CH -- CDO 

Similar results were obtained in experiments with propene labeled with radioactive 14C. It turns out 
that, during C3H 6 oxidation over bismuth molybdate, both carbon atoms (C1 and C3) have the same 
properties and are oxidized to the intermediate complex with the same probability [49]. 

It is worth noting that the formation of 7r-allyl complexes could follow the molecular adsorption of 
propene. Busca et al. [ 50] used FTIR spectroscopy to show that a molecular form of propene does exist 
on the surface of oxides at relatively low temperatures after propene adsorption. It may be supposed that 
this is just the form that is formed before the 7r-allyl complex. 

The results of TAP experiments show that weakly bound forms of adsorbed propene do take part in its 
oxidation to acrolein o v e r  B i z O  3 • M o O  3 [ 51 ]. These experiments also found the existence of two forms 
of adsorbed oxygen. One of them takes part in the partial oxidation; the other does not, but easily 
exchanges with oxygen from the gas phase. 

The sites at the oxides surfaces where olefin complex can be adsorbed as 7r-allyl, are not only metal 
ions, but also the surface acid Bronsted sites [ 52]. 

Trefiro et al. [ 53 ] studied the Bi-MO-O system and found adsorption bands in the range of vibrations 
of R -C=O and CH2 bonds. Acetate-type and acrylate-type compounds were found over copper oxides 
[54]. These compounds do not appear to be initial forms in the adsorption of propene. Gorokhovatskii 
and Gerey detected 7r-olefin and "n'-allyl complexes on the Cu20 surface [ 55 ]. 

Davydov et al. [ 56-58] used IR spectroscopy and the thermodesorption technique to investigate the 
adsorption of propene on a variety of oxide systems, among which were Cu20 and G a 2 M o O  4. They 
showed that propene interacting with a solid surface forms both complexes which are reversibly bound 
to the surface (7r-allyl and o--allyl) and destructively oxidized, strongly bound compounds. The former 
are responsible for the formation of acrolein (the product of partial oxidation), and the latter for the 
formation of CO2 and H20. In their study of the transformation of surface complexes the authors of Refs. 
[56-58] found that 7r-allyl compounds can transform to o--complexes. They suggested the following 
general scheme of C 3 H  6 oxidation: 



12 V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov I Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

, / - - ~ -  ~'--ctLyL + OH ~ O " - c o m p t e x  "--D'C3H40 

C3H 6 + 02 CH 3 
- . . . ._  , 

t I ---~" C02 + H20 

o,/,c-,xo 

Notice that the number of catalysts on the surface of which 7r-allyl complexes were actually fixed is 
not very great, and they are not good catalysts for the oxidation of propene to acrolein. The formation of 
a 7r-allyl complex (the initial breaking of a C-H bond) appears to be the rate-determining step of the 
reaction. Further transformation of rr-allyl is quite fast. To the best of our knowledge there are no good 
spectrokinetic investigations of this process. 

The mechanism of propene oxidation to acrolein over oxides via 7r-allyl complexes is also supported 
by Carbucechio et al. [59]. 

In the oxidation of C3H 6 to acrolein over USb4, 6 the adsorbed acrolein was found on the surface [60] 
and conclusions were drawn about the participation of a 7r-allyl complex in the reaction. Over a Sn -Sb-  
O catalyst, and on the basis of kinetic and isotope exchange data, the following mechanism was suggested 
[61]: 

. I X  / i \  / 7 , ,  .,,o2 / \ , / \ , / \ ' / \ 
Sn4+ CN 3 H Sn4+ CH 2 D s~)S+ C,--'H \ H D H CH0 H CDO H CUO 

Weakly bound forms of adsorbed propene were found on the surface of Ti-Sb-0 [62] and Fe-Sb-0 
[63]: CH2=CI-I-CH3...O:- These might precede the acrolein formation. For this, according to the 
authors of Refs. [ 62,63 ], it is not necessary to activate the double bond. The acrolein could be formed 
immediately after the breakage of C-H...02- (see also Re£ [64] ). 

In the oxidation of C3I-I6 over Ag/SiO2 the bands of bidentate carbonate and polymer complexes, as 
well as the bands of adsorbed acrolein were recorded in the Fourier spectra in situ [ 65 ]. 

Dunng the partial oxidation over V- and Mo-contalning oxide catalysts propene may not only transform 
to acrolein but also to acetone. When studied by IR spectroscopy this reaction reveals the surface 
isopropylates 

CH3--C ~ H- -CH3 
i 
OM 

[66-69].  
According to Davydov and Efremov [ 66], the mechanism of olefin oxidation over Sn-Mo--O catalysts 

is as follows: 

CH3-- CH--CH 3 
i 

o%M@+ ~ o o o. o O~Mo~ * % 6 ÷ / /  C H "% s + /  //O 
Mo 3 6 MO 

d / \ o  [H+] / \ / \ / \ 0 0 - - - ~  0 0 0 0 

\Sn / \Sn / 

~ M 0 6 + = O  1010 cm -~ ; VMoS+=O 9 9 0  cm -1 ; 

V C - O  1 0 9 5  c m - 1 ;  

0 CH 3 CH~O 0 
4, ",/ \ s+// 

Mo C Mo / \  ~\ /x 
" 0  0 0 0 0 

\ Sin/ 
~C=O 1 6 6 5 c m  -1 ;  

Th~ next step is the hydrogenation of the surface isopropylates. Unfortunately, IR spectra were not 
recorded under the catalysis conditions. 
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The following surface complexes were found in situ over the surface of Sn-Mo--O and Sn-V-O [69] : 

H30-- CH-CH 3 Hac-GH=CH2 

o ~ H-& 
I I 

1T 

The intensity of bands assigned to the first complex over Sn-V-O increases with increasing temperature 
up to 120°C, and then decreases. The yield of acetone also increases. Thus the conclusion was drawn that 
the complex (I) is an intermediate. When the reaction proceeds over Sn-Mo-O,  some fraction of the 
acetone is formed via enolate complex (II). Thus the following mechanism was suggested for the reaction: 

H H3C-CH-CH 3 /CH3 CHB_C_CH 3 02 CH3\ CH3_ C_CH 3 
I I 02 

CH2=CH-CH3+ 0 " ~  0 ~ HzC=C\ ~ I[ or CH2=CH-CH 3 .- / C ~ O  - II 
± J _  o.  od~ o H#" _L_ o 

Closing this listing of papers in which the intermediates of the propene oxidation were studied, we 
conclude that: 

( 1 ) in most of the stepwise schemes of propene conversion to acrolein, in spite of their variety, a 7r- 
allyl complex is present as one of the intermediates; 

(2) according to the isotope exchange and spectral data, 7r-allyl complexes convert to o--complexes; 
(3) there is practically no spectral information presently available on the steps of oxygen insertion. 
In order to clarify the way in which the surface steps proceed in this reaction it is absolutely necessary 

to obtain information about the further conversion of 7r-allyl complexes. Furthermore,information con- 
cerning the properties of the rr-allyl complex and properties of other intermediate substances is also 
needed. 

3.3. Propene oxidation over a Bi-Mo-Mg-O system 

As was mentioned above, the oxidation of propene to acrolein is one of the best studied reactions of 
selective hydrocarbon oxidation. It is the ideal case for developing a new (spectrokinetic) approach to 
the investigation of a reaction mechanism. But it should be noted that this reaction is fast and some 
problems connected with time limitations of spectral techniques (Section 2) could arise. So we decided 
first to study it over a model B i -Mo-Mg system. 

The results are presented below. The kinetics of surface compound conversion during the oxidation of 
propene was studied in situ by high-temperature IR spectroscopy using the flow cell-reactor [ 70,71]. 
The reaction products were analyzed by gas chromatography. The conversion in the reactor did not exceed 
1%, so the operating conditions of the cell-reactor were close to differential. Model Bi203 .MgO (5 at.- 
% Bi) and Bi203MoO3"MgO (5 at.-% Bi and 5 at.-% Mo) catalysts with the same surface (150 m2/g)  
were investigated. According to X-ray data, the T-Bi203 phase in the first catalyst is dispersed on MgO. 
It is known that T-Bi203 is a typical catalyst for oxidative dimerization of propene to diallyl, CH2=CH- 
CH2-CH2-CH=CH2, and it does not allow propene oxidation to proceed to acrolein [ 45 ]. In our case, 
the total oxidation to CO2 was the main route of the reaction. As was established in our previous study 
[ 72], some surface compounds are formed during the oxidation of propene over these catalysts. Among 
them are: 7r-allyl complex, with absorption band 1510 cm-1 (antisymmetric stretching vibrations of 
C = C = C  bond);  polyene surface compound, with absorption band 1605-1590 cm-~ (stretching vibra- 
tions of C =C  bond in polyene molecule - C = C - C = C - )  (the frequency of the absorption band changes 
with increasing temperature, possibly because of the lengthening of the polyene chain); surface carbox- 



14 KA. Matyshak, O. V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

ylate (this has two absorption bands, at 1580 and 1430 cm -1, which correspond, respectively, to anti- 
symmetric and symmetric stretching vibrations of the COO- group [ 73] ); and a surface complex with 
an absorption band at 1340 c m -  1. On the basis of spectral and kinetic data, together with some isotope 
exchange experiments, we assigned this band not to carboxylate, but to a surface complex, which we 
have arbitrarily called the 'destruction product' (DP) of propene. 

Fig. 8 presents the typical spectrum recorded in a flow cell at 290°C when a reaction mixture of 
C3H 6 + 02 was flowing over the 5% Bi-Mo-MgO catalyst. Before the experiment the catalyst pellets (45 
mg/cm 2) were treated in flowing oxygen and then in helium at 475°C. The temperature was then decreased 
to a predetermined level, the reaction mixture was fed in and the IR spectrum was recorded in the range 
1100-1800 c m -  1 at regular time intervals. Thus the optical density of the absorption bands (determined 
at the band maximum) was obtained versus time. According to Eq. (2.2), these kinetic curves represent 
the surface compound concentration versus time. A typical kinetic curve of carboxylate formation at 
310°C is shown in Fig. 9. The kinetic curves obtained were treated for first or for second order and (from 
the dependence of the effective rate constants on inverse temperature), and the effective activation 
energies, Ea, for formation and consumption of surface compounds were determined. 

At temperatures in the range 150-300°C, it usually takes only a few minutes to obtain an equilibrium 
coverage of a surface, whereas the surface reaction achieves its stationary state in 60-200 min. This 
means that the adsorption and the external and internal diffusion are not limiting steps. The combined 
coverage in propene and oxygen is 1-5% of a monolayer. An irreversible part is 25-40% of the whole 
number of molecules adsorbed. The surface coverage under flow conditions is no more than 10-12% of 
a monolayer. The results of adsorption measurements were identical for both pellet and powder catalysts. 

An increase of optical density with temperature points to the possible energy inhomogeneity (DEa) of 
the sites where the surface compounds are formed. This interval was estimated on the basis of kinetic 
data and turned out to be 16-20 kJ/mol over the whole interval of measured optical densities. This value 
does not exceed 4RT, the criterion of inhomogeneity published by Roginskii [74] (in our case 4RT= 20 
kJ/mol).  It is thus possible to use the model of a quasihomogeneous surface as a first approximation for 
the calculation of the reaction orders and activation energies. 

Table 2 lists reaction orders and activation energies for the formation and consumption of surface 
compounds in propene oxidation. The data were obtained by k, inetic measurements. 

The data presented allow us to suggest two possible schemes for the destruction of adsorbed propene: 

02 l ~¢~'- atlyt ----,,..- 
C3H 6 (gas) ~ C3H 6 (ads) ~- potyene (3.2) carboxylate 

LPD ---~ 

C3H 6 (gas),-~--m,-- C3H 6 (ads)  
02 

'po[yene 

7E- C3H 5 ~ l ca rboxy [a te  

LPD 

(3.3) 

All these surface compounds are assumed to be formed over different surface sites. 
Let us consider these schemes. According Eq. (3.3), Ir-allyl has to be accumulated and consumed as 

an intermediate. If at h the reaction mixture is replaced by oxygen the concentration of polyene, carbox- 
ylate and PD have to increase further, while the 7r-allyl concentration has to decrease. According Eq. 
(3.2), in turn, the concentration of all surface compounds has to be practically constant. The kinetic 
curves of the formation of all four surface compounds are shown in Fig. 10 and the validity of the scheme 
(3.2) is well demonstrated. We have also checked the scheme (3.2) in a subsequent experiment: the 
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Fig. 8. IR spectrum of surface compounds formed on 5% Bi-Mo-Mg at T =  290°C in C3H 6 4- 0 2 flOW. 
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Fig. 9. Typical kinetic curve ( 1 ) and its treatment according to first-order equation (2). Curve ( 1 ) was obtained for 5% B i -Mo-Mg at T = 310°C 
in C H6+O2 flow. 

Table 2 
Reaction orders" and activation energies b for formation and consumption of surface compounds in propylene oxidation 

Catalyst Surface complex 

~--allyl Polyene Carboxylate Product of destructive oxidation 
1510 c m -  1 1605 c m -  ~ 1430 c m -  ~ 1340 c m -  

Form Cons Form Cons Form Cons Form Cons 

5% Bi -Mg  E (kJ /mol )  86 84 25 25 84 46 92 
order 1 1 1 1 1 I 

5 % B i - M g - M o  E (kJ /mol )  25 58 25 79 21 117 33 109 
order 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 I 

" The order of equation which was used to treat kinetic curves. 
b The accuracy of E. determination is + 10 kJ/mol.  

reaction mixture (C3H 6 -k- 02) was replaced by propene (in order to check the possibility of consecutive 
reaction of 7r-allyl with propene from the gas phase with polyene formation); in this case, the optical 
densities of polyene and 7r-allyl ceased to increase and did not change up to the next feed of the gas 
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Fig. 10. Optical density of ]430 crn- l  (1), 1340 cm-1 (2), 1505 crn-1 (3), 1605 crn-] (4) absorption bands versus time. T=260°C. At t~ 
the propene flow was turned off, at t2 it was turned on again. 

mixture. It is necessary to note that the carboxylate is formed even without oxygen in the reaction mixture. 
This means that surface oxygen of the oxide catalyst takes part in its formation. This conclusion could 
also be supported by the analysis of values (reaction orders and activation energies) presented in Table 
2. If ~-allyl transformation to the reaction products (CO2, diallyl) is taken to be a rate-determining step, 
the reaction will proceed the following way: 

ko kf kc 

C3H6 ( )C3H6,ads ~ ~-allyl ~ products, 

where k. and ka are the adsorption and desorption constants, and k[ and kc are the effective constants of 
7r-allyl formation and consumption. In this case the concentrations of 1r-allyl and adsorbed propene are 

dOJdt  = kjSc3H~ - kcO.l (3.4) 

dOc3H6/dt = kaPc3H6P02 ( 1 -- 0C3H6 - -  0 a l  ) - -  kdOc3H6 - -  kf0c3H6. 

Under stationary conditions, according to (3.2) and (3.3), 

0c3H5 = Oa,k~/ k f (3.5) 

0c3.6 = (kaPc3.,eo2 - kaec3H6eo2  0al ) / ( kaPc3.6Po2 + kd + kf). (3.6) 

Equating the right-hand sides of (3.5) and (3.6), we get 

Oa, = kjkaPc3HsPo2/ { kykaPc3H6Po2 + kc( k~Pc3H,Po2 + kd + ky) }. (3.7) 

As was mentioned above, the adsorption is many times more rapid than surface conversion of 7r-allyl. 
So, at kaPc3H3Po2 >> kd+ kf, Eq. (3.7) becomes simplified to: 

O,,=kz/(ki+k~) = 1/(1 +kc/kz). (3.8) 

Similar formulas can be obtained for other surface compounds: carboxylate ( 1430 c m -  ~ band) and 
PD of propene (1340 cm-~ band). For carboxylate, the consumption of which is first-order in oxygen, 
Eq. (3.8) is also valid, because the effective constant of consumption, obtained by spectrokinetic meas- 
urements, depends on oxygen pressure, i.e. keff,~ = k~'Po:. 

One can use the values of effective constants, determined separately for the formation and consumption 
of surface compounds, coupled with Eq. (3.8) to calculate the stationary concentration of surface 
compounds in situ. 



V.A. Matyshak, 0.!1". Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 17 

In our case spectrokinetic measurements allowed us to determine optical density, which is proportional 
to the surface concentration. So we calculate the surface coverage by the following formula: 

__ stat max 
Oexp -- D T  / D , 

where D max is the maximum possible optical density for a given catalyst and surface compound under 
study, and LJ T/'~stat is the 'stationary' optical density of this surface compound at temperature T. 

For the band at 1510 c m -  1 (7r-allyl) at 357°C 0exp = 0.46, whereas 0c,lc = 0.60, and for the 1340 c m -  i 
band ( 'PD' )  0exp = 0.42 and 0talc = 0.44. So it can be seen that in the temperature range of 290-380°C 
the agreement between calculated and measured values is rather good. Thus, effective constants of 
formation and consumption of surface compounds, measured separately (when only one process (for- 
mation or consumption) proceeds) could give information about the conversion of surface compounds 
under stationary conditions (in a catalytic reaction in situ). It has been found in our experiments that the 
formation of all surface complexes is zero order in propene and oxygen. This shows once again that the 
adsorption of propene and oxygen is more rapid than surface reaction. Their concentrations on the surface 
are sufficiently high and practically constant (even when the concentration of C3H 6 and 02 in the flow 
changes from 10 to 100%). The consumption of zr-allyl and 'PD' of propene is also zero order, while 
carboxylate and polyene are involved in a first-order reaction (the results are rather approximate), 
indicating a different mechanism of interaction with oxygen. 

It was mentioned above that carboxylate can be formed with no oxygen in the gas mixture (oxygen is 
taken from the catalyst's lattice), whereas for its consumption the presence of oxygen in the gas mixture 
is absolutely necessary. It was shown in Ref. [ 75 ] that the destruction of carboxylate structures with the 
formation of CO2 in the presence of oxygen proceeds at temperatures 150-200°C lower than in the 
absence of oxygen. According to these data, the complete oxidation of carboxylate and polyene is possible 
with participation of oxygen from the gas phase. 

We now consider possible mechanisms by which surface complexes may be transformed on the basis 
of data presented in Table 2. Every surface compound has its own conversion route to the products of 
partial or complete oxidation, although generally the possibility of consecutive transformations cannot 
be ruled out. For example, in addition to conversion to acrolein, 7r-allyl can also be transformed to CO2 
via carboxylate or 'PD'. Polyene conversion to CO2 can be direct or can proceed via carboxylate. We 
can exclude some routes on the basis of kinetic data. Let us consider, for example, the following scheme 
(for a 5% Bi-Mo-MgO catalyst): 

kl k2 

polyene ~ carboxylate ~ CO2. (3.9) 

Comparison of the activation energies of polyene (79 kJ/mol) and carboxylate (117 kJ/mol) con- 
sumption shows that the limiting step of this reaction is the consumption of carboxylate (k2 << k~ ), and 
therefore, the reaction order observed is determined by this step only, and has to be about 1. However, it 
equals 2, which contradicts scheme (3.9). 

Other possible mechanisms are: 

k3 k4 

"rr-allyl ~ carboxylate ~ CO2 (3.10) 

k5 k6 

w-allyi --* 'PD' --* CO2. (3.11 ) 

Both these routes are possible over 5% Bi-MgO and 5% Bi-MO-MgO catalysts, because of the 
coincidence (for 5% Bi-MgO) and rather close agreement (for 5% Bi-Mo-MgO) of Ea values and 
consumption orders of these surface compounds. 
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The coincidence of the reaction orders and agreement of E, observed for 7r-allyl and polyene con- 
sumption over the Bi203 • MOO3. MgO catalyst does not rule out the following route: 

"rr-allyl ~ polyene ~ CO2. (3.12) 

The kinetic curves for polyene formation over the BizO3" MgO catalyst are rather intricate. Unfortu- 
nately, our experimental technique does not allow us to investigate the initial parts of these curves. Data 
presented in Table 2 show that at an addition of Mo ions to the Bi203 • MgO system causes the observed 
activation energy of zr-allyl formation to decrease sharply (from 96 to 25 kJ/mol).  Catalytic measure- 
ments in the pulse reactor over a 400-500°C temperature range (with the same gas mixture as in the 
spectrokinetic measurements) showed that nearly equal quantities of diallyl were formed over both 
catalysts, whereas the propene conversion was about 1.5 times higher on the Bi203 • MOO3. MgO catalyst. 
The increase of conversion may be explained if one hypothesizes the formation of partial propene 
oxidation products (acrolein in particular, among others) which burn up completely over this catalyst. 
Our experiments showed that acrolein, acetaldehyde, acetic and acrylic acids really do burn completely 
over this catalyst. 

The E, values for the consumption of carboxylate and 'PD' over the 5% Bi-Mo-MgO catalyst are 
greater than those for the BizO 3 • MgO catalyst, which means that the rates of formation of propene 
oxidation products (both total and partial) are decreased. The increase of propene conversion observed 
in this case is attributable to a greater contribution of propene conversion to acrolein via 7r-allyl. Ea for 
rr-allyl consumption in this case is less than for the Bi203MgO catalyst (58 kJ/mol) (see Table 2). 

It is known [76,77] that the activation energies of formation of acrolein, CO2, acetaldehyde, formal- 
dehyde and CO are, respectively, 65-84, 70-92, 113, 105 and 113 kJ/mol. We see from Table 2 that 
these values are rather close to the values of activation energies of ~r-allyl, carboxylate and 'PD' con- 
sumption. Thus we can conclude that the observed surface complexes are formed from adsorbed propene 
by parallel routes. The improvement of catalyst properties by addition of Mo is accompanied by an 
essential decrease of the activation energy of surface 7r-allyl complex consumption. 

3.4. Partial butene oxidation to acrolein over complex oxides 

Partial oxidation of higher olefins has not been so well studied as the oxidation of ethene and propene. 
Butadiene, furan and maleic anhydride are formed from the partial oxidation of 1-butene. The oxidation 
of 1-butene over V2Os-P2Os/AI203 at 100-150°C (i.e., below the temperature of stationary catalysis) 
gives adsorbed 1-C4H8 (two forms of p-complexes), butadiene, furan, maleic anhydride, 2,5-n-furanone, 
according to the IR spectra. Butadiene forms two different complexes: ~r-complexes (III) are formed 
during the interaction of - C = C -  bonds, and 1-4 addition goes through the o--bond (complex (IV)).  
Furan adsorbs through the second position of the ring (complex (VI)),  2,5-n-furanone formes the 
complex (VII) by splitting off the allyl hydrogen. Maleic anhydride forms the strong complex (VIII), 
but the physisorbed maleic anhydride is also observed. Among all observed complexes: 

r I I I [ [ 

(~I) H 0 GZ]I) / \C  
o/C\o 0 / \0 

:v'Go / ; / / 

only complex (VII) (of 2,5-n-furanone) is able to react under catalysis conditions [78]. 
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In oxidative dehydrogenation of butenes over ferrites MgF%O4, CoFe204, CuF%O4 "rr-allyl and 
adsorbed butadiene are observed in the IR spectra [79]. The rupture of a C-H bond with subsequent 
formation of "rr-allyl is possibly the limiting step. Formates, carboxylates and carbonates, which are found 
as adsorbates, are precursors of complete oxidation [79]. The rr-allyl complex is also thought to be an 
intermediate in the oxidative dehydrogenation of 1-butene over Bi -Mo-V catalysts [ 80]. 

The product of partial oxidation of isobutene is methacrolein. The most selective catalysts for this 
process are multicomponent Bi-Mo-Fe--Co-oxide catalysts, which have been studied in detail at the 
Institute of Chemical Physics in Moscow [ 81 ]. 

In Ref. [ 82] the conversion of the surface compounds formed in selective oxidation of propene and 
isobutene over industrial oxide catalysts [Co(Mg)6Mo12Bio.sFeo.75Ox] was studied by FTIR spectros- 
copy. The surface area of the samples was 6 mE/g. Spectral measurements were carried on by the UR- 
20W and FTS-15 devices with the use of the gradientless IR reactor cell (see Figs. 1 and 2). Under 
optimum conditions ( T =  340-350°C, t =  1 s) the yields of acrolein (from propene) and methacrolein 
(from isobutene) were 70% (selectivity 90%) and 55% (selectivity 70%), respectively. 

IR spectra recorded by the UR-20W in situ in the catalytic oxidation of isobutene exhibit broad 
absorption bands with maxima at 1610, 1790 and 1850 cm -~ (Fig. 11). The maxima positions and the 
intensities of these bands at constant temperature were practically unchanged when the concentrations of 
isobutene (2-10%) and oxygen (5-30%) were changed. 

8 o 

1700 1500  1300 1100 
"12~ cm -1 

Fig. 11. IR spectrum of surface compounds on Co--Mo-Bi-Fe-O during propene oxidation in situ (2) ( l - -  background). 
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Fig. 12. Optical density (D)  o f  ]610 cm-  ~ ( 1 ) and of  1790 cm-  ~ (2) absorption bands, as well as acrolein yield (3) and CO~ deso~tion rate 
(4) versus temperature, 
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The temperature dependence of optical densities of the 1610 and 1790 cm-1 bands (the exposure at 
each temperature and constant composition of the reaction mixture was 30 min) is shown in Fig. 12. It 
can be seen that these two bands are in the same temperature range and the relationship between their 
intensities is constant. Thus they seem to be due to the same surface compound (intermediate I-1 ). 

Treatment of the catalyst surface with the mixture of air with aldehydes, acids or aromatic hydrocarbons 
(reaction products ) caused no pronounced absorption bands to appear in the range 100-500°C. Therefore, 
intermediate I-1 is not formed by reaction products. As can be seen from Fig. 12, I-1 is formed in parallel 
with the selective oxidation products. 

Additional experiments were performed in order to discover how I-1 is formed. Flowing isobutene 
was used for adsorption at 120°C. After adsorption the sample was heated in flowing air up to 500°C. IR 
spectra were recorded every 25°C, and the exposure at every given temperature was no less than 10 min. 
At 260°C, bands at 1610, 1790 cm -1 and a weak band at 1850 cm -1 appeared. The temperature of 
appearance and the intensity of the bands are practically the same for experiments in flowing air and in 
the reaction mixture. At temperatures higher than 380-420°C, the optical density of bands drops markedly; 
in this case only CO2, H20 and some traces of low-molecular-weight organic acids are yielded to the gas 
phase. 

As was reported in Ref. [83], the 1610 cm -1 absorption band can be assigned to the vibration of 
conjugated double bounds - C = C = C = C - ,  and the 1790 and 1850 cm -~ bands to C=O vibrations in 
cyclic anhydrides of organic acids. Therefore, the compounds observed represent cyclic di- or polyenes, 
containing carbonyl groups similar to the anhydride- and salt-types. 

The absence of absorption bands of isobutene adsorbed at low temperature could be reasonably 
explained by the low values of extinction coefficients of bonds in its molecules: they are much less than 
these of double and conjugated bonds. These bands appear as a result of the interaction of adsorbed 
isobutene with oxygen of the catalyst. 

As was stated previously, [84], the concentration of isobutene adsorbed irreversibly over this catalyst 
at 350°C is 4 . 1 0 -  lo mol/cm 2. The fact that both absorption bands in the IR spectra belong to the same 
compound enables to find an independent evaluation of the extinction coefficients for C=O and - C - C -  
C bonds in adsorbed molecules. The extinction coefficients were calculated from the following formula: 

= D c -  1 l -  1. In our experiments: D179o --  0.11, D161o --- 0.085, C = 4" 10- 1o mo1/cm 2, the conventional 
thickness of the sample, l = P ' S e x  p - - 9 "  10-2 ( p  ( g / c m 2 ) ,  is the thickness of the pellet, and S~p (cm2/ 
g), is the surface area of the sample). Thus, ~1790 = 3" 10 5 cm2/mol or 300 1/mol. cm, and e~61o = 100 1/ 
mol.cm. The value of the extinction coefficient obtained for the C=O band (E179o) coincides with 
published data for carbonyl-containing molecules, while for conjugated bonds (E161o) it is at least twice 
that for conjugate dienes [ 83 ]. 

The rate of conversion of I-1 to products of total oxidation at 350°C (according to the IR spectroscopy 
and desorption data) does not exceed 1 • 10 is m o l e c u l e s / s / m  2, which is three orders of magnitude lower 
than the rate of stationary isobutene oxidation to methacrolein under the same conditions. Thus, strong 
complexes like I- 1 are practically unreactable at the temperature of selective oxidation. 

A catalyst in which Co ions were replaced by Mg ions, with the formation of isostructural molybdate 
[ 85], was studied in a similar way. After this replacement, catalytic activity and selectivity does not 
change, with an accuracy of 5%; the irreversible adsorption of olefins at reaction temperature is not 
detectable and IR spectra in situ exhibit only low intensity absorption bands. 

Fig. 13 presents the spectra of surface compounds obtained after treatment of the Mg-Mo-Bi-FeO 
catalyst with a reaction mixture (isobutene:air = 8:92) at 340°C. These spectra did not practically change 
if the reaction flow was replaced by the flowing helium at 300°C. Only an additional absorption band 
appears due to gaseous reaction products. 
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Fig. 13. IR spectra of surface compounds on Mg-Mo-Bi-Fe after treatment with the reaction mixture (see text): a, cooling in the reaction 
mixture; b, cooling in He flow. Spectra were recorded by FTS- 15; number of scans = 800; resolution = 4 cm- t. 

The absorption bands at 1775, 1725, 1610, 1460, 1350, 1250 cm-  ~ in both spectra can be assigned to 
Vc=o, v-c=c=c=c-, 6cH in CH3, 6cH in CHe, Vc_o vibrations in the complex of a methacrylic anhydride 
type. 
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The 1610 c m - t  absorption band (not observed in the intrinsic spectrum of methacrylic anhydride) 
pointed to additional conjugated double bonds, possibly due to interaction with the catalytic surface. 

Although the spectra presented in Fig. 13b and Fig. 11 show a similar general character, they also 
exhibit a number of noticeable distinctions: Vc=o of anhydride-like compounds are shifted by 50 cm - l 
to the short-wave range (this is due to carbonyl bonds of a linear anhydride), and their band intensity is 
markedly less that of the 1610 c m - t  band. 

Additional bands at 1680, 1450, 1380 and 1275 cm- t ,  appearing after cooling the sample in the 
reaction mixture, can be assigned to the weakly bound ethene. According to adsorption measurements, 
this covers about 10-12% of the surface [84]. The ratio of optical densities of the bands at 1680 c m -  
(weakly bound isobutene) and 1775 c m - t  (carbonyl-containing surface complex I-2) is 1.5 (Fig. 13a). 
The ratio of the extinction coefficient for C-C vibrations in isobutene [ 83 ] to that of the carbonyl group 
(see above) is 1:10. Simple calculations show that surface compound I-2 covers less than 1% of the 
surface. 

The rate of isobutene conversion to methacrolein over this catalyst at 350°C is 1018 molecules/s/m 2. 
According spectral measurements taking after replacing the reaction mixture by oxygen, the absorption 
bands of complex I-2 disappeared in a time less than one scan (about 1 s). So we can evaluate the 
conversion rate of complex I-2 and compare it with the methacrolein formation rate. Actually, as was 
mentioned above, there are 1017 complexes /m e on the surface. The characteristic time of their conversion 
is about 0.1 s. If methacrolein is formed via this complex, its formation rate has to be about 1018 
complexes/s/m e . This value agrees well with that obtained by catalytic measurements. 
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Thus, surface complex I-2 may be stated to be an active compound in the selective oxidation of 
isobutene. Its structure, according to the IR spectroscopy data, is just that proposed previously [ 84]. To 
prove with certainty that this complex is an intermediate, one needs spectrokinetic measurements. 

It is possible that a similar complex is formed over a Co-Mo catalyst. However, it could not be observed 
because of the simultaneous presence of a great amount of inactive complexes having similar structure. 

It should be noted that there are no absorption bands which could be assigned to a methallyl complex 
in the spectra (Fig. 13a,b). Probably, the steady-state concentration of such complexes over active 
multicomponent catalysts is quite small. A hydrogen atom, abstracted from the olefin molecule on 
chemisorption, goes quickly to the desorbing molecule of unsaturated aldehyde. This mechanism can 
explain the observed kinetic isotope effect in the replacement of hydrogen by deuterium in the olefin 
[47]. 

3.5. Conclusions 

The majority of the data presented above shows that in the field of partial olefin oxidation there are no 
investigations which satisfy the strict requirements of spectrokinetics (see Section 2). The best ones in 
this respect are possibly our own works [ 70-72,82], but they also give only estimates of surface compound 
conversion rates. In some cases these values have been compared with the reaction rates. 

Nevertheless, we can see that the spectrokinetic method is an efficient one for studying surface processes 
in a catalytic reaction in situ. It can be used to obtain kinetic parameters of the rates of formation and 
consumption of surface complexes, as well as their surface coverage. These data allow the calculation of 
the reaction rate (suggesting that the compound observed is an intermediate) and its comparison with 
the experimentally determined rates. This comparison is fundamental for the determination of the role of 
observed surface compound. 

If there are several complexes at the surface, spectrokinetic measurements could give an answer to the 
question of whether the reaction product is a result of stepwise conversion of these complexes or whether 
there are several parallel surface reactions. The maximum amount of such information can be obtained 
by means of nonsteady-state spectrokinetic experiments. In other words, the spectrokinetic method is an 
experimental basis for the investigation of processes on the catalytic surfaces. 

A summary of data on intermediates in partial olefin oxidation is presented in Table 3. Here and below, 
the letters 'H', 'M' and 'L' are used to characterize the degree of reliability of the data. 

- -  'H' is the highest degree of reliability. These are investigations where the formation rate of surface 
compounds obtained by spectral data in situ was compared with the catalytic reaction rate. 

- -  'M' is a medium degree. These are works where intermediate compounds were studied under 
catalytic conditions in situ, but kinetic measurements were either not performed or were scarce. 

- -  'L' is a low degree of reliability. Here the reaction mechanism is suggested on the base of spectral 
data obtained before or after the reaction. 

It can be seen from Table 3 that all the works on intermediates in partial olefin oxidation are graded 
'L' or 'M'. 

4. I n t e r a c t i o n  o f  n i t r i c  a n d  c a r b o n  o x i d e s  o v e r  m e t a l  s u r f a c e s  

4.1. Introduction 

The heterogeneous catalytic reactions of total oxidation of CO and hydrocarbons in the presence of 
oxygen and nitric oxide underlie many currently developed processes connected with the cleaning of 
exhaust gases from industry, power stations and car engines. 
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Table 3 
Intermediates in reactions of partial olefin oxidation 
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One of the most important lines of ecological investigation is the three-way cleaning of exhaust gases 
(i.e., the simultaneous neutralization on the catalyst of all three toxic components: CO, CnH,n and NO). 
Two of these three basic reactions (CO + 02 and C,Hm + 02) are oxidative and proceed more readily in 
gas mixtures enriched with oxygen (so called lean mixtures ). The third reaction (NO reduction) proceeds 
more easily in gas mixtures enriched with organic fuel (rich mixtures). The extent of conversion of NO 
to N2 decreases in the lean mixtures, whereas that of CO and C,H,, to CO2 decreases in rich ones. Only 
within narrow limits of concentration near stoichiometry there is a 'window' where it is possible to carry 
out both the oxidation of CO and hydrocarbons and the reduction of nitric oxides. 

The best catalysts for NO and CO interaction are platinum group metals. It is known [ 86-88 ] that the 
activity of metals in the reduction of NO by CO decreases in the following sequence: 

Ru > Rh > Pd > Pt. 

The best catalyst for the process is rhodium [ 89,90]. Its activity is higher than that of Pt and Pd at low 
temperatures and in the presence of oxygen in the reaction mixture. However, Rh, as well as Ir, is rather 
expensive and not readily available, which is why only a small amount of Rh (about 0.002%) is usually 
added to Pt and Pd catalysts to carry out the three-way cleaning of exhaust gases [89]. Pt and Pd in this 



24 V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

case improve the activity of three-component catalysts in the oxidation of CO and hydrocarbons. 
Despite a great number of investigations of the activity of Pt-group metals in the reactions in automotive 

catalytic converters, the mechanism and kinetics of CO and NO interaction over these catalysts have not 
been sufficiently well studied, because of the rather complex nature of the changes of kinetic relationships 
with varying reaction mixture composition and temperature. The products of CO and NO interaction on 
noble metals are CO2, N2 and N20. It has been shown that N2 and N20 are formed via parallel reactions, 
The selectivity depends on the catalyst, reaction mixture and temperature. 

A variety of methods are in widespread use to elucidate the mechanism of NO and CO interaction over 
metals; investigations of particular metal planes are performed. 

Over Rh(100) this reaction was studied by TPD, LEED and AES spectroscopy [92]. The following 
mechanism was suggested: dissociative adsorption of NO resulting in Nads and Oaos and stepwise inter- 
actions: 

COad s -F Oad s = C O  2 

2Nads ---- N2. 

Somorjai et al. [93] have studied the interaction of CO and NO over Rh(331 ). By recording in situ 
the 520 c m -  1 absorption band, which is due to adsorbed oxygen, they proved that oxygen atoms formed 
by NO dissociation immediately leave the surface to interact with adsorbed CO. It has also been shown 
that this oxygen is less active in the interaction with adsorbed CO than oxygen resulting from dissociative 
adsorption of oxygen. 

Different Pt planes were shown [ 94-96] to have different activity in the CO + NO reaction, this activity 
correlating with ability to dissociate NO (Pt( 111 ) < Pt(100) < Pt(410)) .  

The reaction over Pt foil was studied [97] by absorption-reflection IR spectroscopy. Below 150°C the 
surface is covered by CO and the activation energy for desorption is 14.2 k J/mol.  Above 150°C desorption 
is dissociative, with an activation energy of 36 kJ/mol.  The following dissociative mechanism was 
suggested for the reaction: 

(1) C O + Z ~  ~CO-Z 
(2) N O + Z ~  ~NO-Z 
(3) NO-Z + Z --* N-Z  + O-Z  (the rate-determining step) 
(4) CO-Z + NO-Z--* N-Z  + Z + CO2 
(5) 2 N - Z ~  N2 + 2Z 
(6) CO-Z q- O-Z--) CO2 q- 2Z. 

The rate of CO removal (according to the IR spectra) correlates well with the kinetics of step (4). 
Conrad et al. [98] use photoelectron spectroscopy (PES) to study the substitution of molecular NO 
adsorbed on Pd(110) and polycrystalline Pd by molecular CO from the gas phase. Such a mechanism of 
substitutive adsorption of NO and CO was also found for Ru(001) [99]. Rh(331) [ 100], however - -  
as opposed to Pt, Pd and Ru - -  can adsorb NO even if its surface is covered by CO molecules. In addition, 
CO desorbs from a Rh surface at lower temperatures than from other metal surfaces [ 101 ]. This difference 
in adsorption properties is probably the reason for the high activity of Rh in the CO and NO reaction. 

The presence of CO has no effect on the rate of CO and NO interaction over Rh catalysts. On Pt, Pd 
and Ir, however, strongly bound CO molecules can suppress the sites which are active in the NO 
dissociation and, as a result, the reaction rate decreases in the presence of CO. According to Ref. [ 102], 
the reason for the lower activity of Pt compared with Rh lies in the difference of NO and CO coverages. 
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Most spectral investigations of the NO + CO reaction were performed using supported Pt-group metals 
[ 101-140]. All of them showed the presence of the isocyanate (NCO) complex together with adsorbed 
NO and CO molecules on the surface. 

The NCO complex has attracted considerable interest, because it is a result of the interaction of reactants 
on the surface. The mechanism of its formation, place of localization and role in the reaction have been 
widely discussed in the last few years. This complex was first found by IR spectroscopy by Unland et al. 
[ 101,103 ] and London and Bell [ 104 ]. Unland [ 103 ] has studied the interaction of CO and NO at 400°C 
over Pt, Pd, Rh, Ir, and Ru supported on alumina oxide. For all metals except Ru, an intense and very 
stable absorption band was found at 2260-2270 cm-1. This was assigned to the isocyanate complex 
bound to the metal atom. Solymosi et al. [ 105] showed that a mixture of CO and NO has a greater rate 
of adsorption than the rates of separate adsorption of these gases. According to the authors, preadsorption 
of NO accelerates CO adsorption by generating the isocyanate complex ( VNCO = 2267 c m -  1) : 

M-N + CO ~ MNCO. 

The coverage of the surface by isocyanate complex depends on the temperature, reaction mixture 
composition and state of the surface. Over an oxidized surface the intensity of the NCO absorption band 
is low [ 106]. 

The influence of the support on the formation and stability of the isocyanate complex on platinum has 
been reported in Ref. [106]. The supports studied were SIO2, MgO, A1203 and TiO2. Under similar 
experimental conditions the following NCO absorption bands were recorded: Pt/TiO2 2210 cm_ 1, Pt/ 
MgO 2241 c m -  1, Pt/A1203 2272 c m -  ~ and Pt/SiO2 2318 c m -  1. The most stable isocyanate complex is 
that on Pt/SiO2. The assignment of bands in this frequency region to the isocyanate complex was based 
on at least three facts: 

( 1 ) they appear only after coadsorption of CO and NO; 
(2) the shift of band on the adsorption of isotope molecules is consistent with that calculated for NCO; 
(3) NCO complex could also be formed after adsorption and dissociation of HNCO on the surface, 

and its vibration frequency is in good agreement with the above values. 
Summing up these results [ 108-111], we can assign the 2265 cm-1 absorption band observed upon 

NO and CO interaction over A1203 supported metals to the vibrations of an A1-NCO complex. 
The absorption bands in the region of 2180-2200 cm-1 found after the C O +  NO reaction on SiO2 

supported Ru and Ni were assigned to the vibrations of Ru-NCO and Ni-NCO complexes [112,113]. 
No bands were recorded near 2300 c m -  1. 

Lorimer and Bell [91 ] recorded IR spectra of the CO + NO reaction in situ at 300°C over Pt/SiO2. 
Two absorption bands were observed: one, stable, at 2300 c m -  ~ and another, weak, at about 2190 c m -  l 
They were assigned to the vibrations of the SiNCO and SiCN complexes, respectively. 

Over Rh/AI203 [ 114] in the CO + NO reaction a weak band at 2270 c m -  1, and a very weak band at 
2195 c m -  ~ were observed. These were assigned to the vibrations in AI-NCO and Rh-NCO, respectively. 

To refine the assignment of observed bands, a spectral investigation of NCO formation over unsup- 
ported metals was carried out [ 115]. The samples were prepared by precipitation of metal salts from 
solution over an NaC1 disk. The catalyst was then reduced and treated in the reactor cell. Under similar 
experimental conditions the following absorption bands were observed: Pt 2180 cm -~, Ir, Ru, Rh 2176- 
2183 cm -1 . Using isotope CO and NO molecules, as well as HNCO adsorption, the authors showed that 
these bands could be assigned to M-NCO vibrations. 

Upon HNCO adsorption over monocrystalline Pt [ 116], a 2160 c m -  ~ band was observed. The complex 
to which this band is related is very unstable and decomposes even at 0°C, giving a nitrogen-containing 
surface fragment and CO. 
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Hecker and Bell [ 117,118 ] studied the formation of NCO over Rh/SiO 2 using IR spectroscopy in situ. 
The band observed at 2300 cm-1 was assigned to the vibrations in the Si-NCO complex. Based on a 
comparison with the spectra of the isocyanate complex over transition metals, the authors assigned the 
band observed at 2190-2170 c m -  ~ to the vibrations in the Rh-NCO complex. 

A good consensus thus exists among scientists on the assignment of 2265 c m -  ~ and 2300 c m -  ~ bands 
to the vibrations of A1-NCO and Si-NCO, respectively. However, the assignment of bands in the 2170- 
2200 cm-~ range is not so simple. Most of the investigators believe that these bands are due to an 
isocyanate complex associated with a metal atom. In this case, from the data presented, it follows that 
the vibration frequency of isocyanate complex on the support depends strongly on the nature of the 
support (2210-2300 cm -~) [119] and only weakly on the nature of the metal (2170-2200 cm - 1 )  

[ 115]. Moreover, NCO associated with oxides (these investigations will be discussed below) also has 
frequencies within these narrow limits. In other words, the vibration frequency of isocyanate complex 
depends weakly on the nature of the metal and its valence state. More problems arose when it was reported 
that cyanides adsorbed on Pt and Pd surfaces have absorption bands in the range of 1980-2200 c m -  
[ 120,121]. Moreover, it was shown via isotope exchange experiments [ 122] that there could be two 
different isocyanate complexes on Pt-group metal surfaces: Rh-NCO (2172 c m -  1) and Rh-OCN (2225 
cm-1). 

The fact that isocyanate complexes can be localized both on the support and on the metal, but cannot 
be formed on the support alone, suggests either spillover of NCO complex or migration of N atom to the 
support with stepwise interaction with CO molecules from the gas phase. Spillover of NCO on Pt/SiO2 
has been investigated by IR spectroscopy, as reported in Ref. [123]. NCO was formed by HNCO 
adsorption. For comparison, the HNCO adsorption on the support alone was also studied. It was found 
that dissociative adsorption of HNCO on Pt results in a strong Pt-NCO band (2180 cm-1)  even at 
-80°C. As the temperature increases, a new Si-NCO band arises (at 2310 cm-~) ,  pointing to the 
migration of NCO from Pt to SiO2. Preadsorbed oxygen was shown to stabilize NCO on Pt, accelerating 
the migration of NCO. With increasing temperature the intensity of the Rh-NCO adsorption band remains 
practically unchanged, while the intensity of Si-NCO band increases further. 

The Si-NCO complex was shown to be very stable. Treatment of the catalyst with various gases ( 100% 
H2, 2% NO, 3% 02, 3% H20) at 330°C did not cause the disappearance of the Si-NCO band. Only during 
treatment in air at 25°C does it slowly disappear. 

The Rh-NCO absorption band is very unstable and disappears quickly from spectra, even when one 
of the reagent flows is turned off. 

It was shown that the migration rate of NCO from Pt to the support and its further stability (on the 
support) depends strongly on the support [ 114,119,124,125]. NCO complex on the support was not 
destructed when the reaction mixture flow was turned off and the sample was cooled. Only an increase 
in temperature and the addition of water vapour causes its destruction [114,125]. Rh-NCO complex, 
observed on Rh foil and Rh monocrystalline surfaces, is very unstable: it is destroyed forming adsorbed 
N atoms and CO upon heating to only - 120°C. 

The data concerned the stability of isocyanate complex on Rh surface have also been presented by 
Rasco et al. [ 127]. Preadsorbed oxygen causes the increase of both the stability of Rh-NCO complex 
and the intensity of its absorption band. If the quantity of preadsorbed oxygen increases, the intensity of 
the Rh-NCO absorption band decreases, whereas its stability increases further, and the position of the 
Rh-NCO band shifts on 10 cm-~ towards high frequencies. These things are due to the more ionic 
character of the Rh-NCO bond in the presence of oxygen on the surface. 

Preadsorbed CO has no effect on the stability of NCO, but causes decrease in its absorption band 

intensity. 
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The role of isocyanate complex in the reduction of NO by CO is the subject of considerable debate. 
We have already mentioned that Unland [ 103 ] assigned the 2260-2270 c m -  1 band on AlzO3-supported 
Pt, Pd, Ir, Ru and Rh to the A1-NCO vibrations. The absence of this band in the case of Ru/A1203 
correlates well with the lower activity of Ru ( in comparison with other metals listed above) in the reaction 
of ammonia formation. This correlation allows one to consider the observed isocyanate complex as an 
intermediate in ammonia formation during the catalytic cleaning of exhaust automotive gases. 

Voorhoeve et al. [ 128-130] studied the reduction of NO by CO and hydrogen. The data obtained are 
explained on the basis of the hypothesis that isocyanate complex is an intermediate in the reaction. It 
possibly takes part in the following reaction steps: 

M-N + CO ~ M-NCO 

M-NCO + H ~ HNCO 

M-NCO + M-N ~ N2 + CO 

2M-NCO ~ N2 + 2CO 

M-NCO + H20 ~ M-NH2 + CO. 

Chang and Hegedus [ 131 ] studied the reaction of N O + C O  on a Pt/AI203 surface. The 2250 c m -  
band of the isocyanate complex was observed in IR spectra recorded in situ. Fig. 14 shows the intensity 
of this band as well as NO conversion and the 2170 cm-  ~ band intensity versus CO concentration. There 
is no correlation between the intensity of NCO complex absorption band and NO conversion. Thus, the 
authors concluded that NCO complex takes no part in the reaction. The intensity of the 2110 c m -  1 band 
(CO over oxidized Pt) changes inversely to the NO conversion. On the basis of this fact the authors 
concluded that CO adsorbed on the reduced Pt inhibited the reaction. 

Some authors [ 132-134] have suggested that the presence of stable isocyanate groups on the surface 
causes deactivation of the catalyst by blockage of active sites at the surface or by changing the electronic 
state of the metal due to the accumulation of NCO on the surface [ 135 ]. If this were so, the activity of 
the catalyst should be restored after removal of NCO from the surface. Both points of view came under 
criticism in Ref. [ 127 ], where it was shown that NCO is localized on the support and, therefore, cannot 
block the active catalyst sites; besides, its removal from the surface did not cause any restoration of the 
catalyst's activity. 

The surface of the binary catalyst Pt-Rh/SiO2 was found to possess several forms of adsorbed CO, 
Pt \ P - O  ( 1875 c m -  1) among others. NCO groups were recorded only on Rh [ 136]. R h j ~ - -  
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Fig. 14. Intensity of  2170 c m -  ~ (2) and 2250 c m -  1 (3) absorption bands as well as NO conversion versus CO concentration ( 1 ) I 134 ]. 
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The reaction of NO + CO on Pt-WO3/SiO2 was investigated in situ at 280°C by Regalbuto and Wolf 
[ 137 ]. The rate-limiting step was found to be NO dissociation. Pt-CO groups were changed quickly into 
Pt-NO groups which then dominated in the spectra. CO bands on Pt and WO3, as well as NCO, NO3 
and NO~- bands were observed only in situ, being accumulated during poisoning by CO. So, the authors 
believe [ 137], these bands are not due to intermediates but rather to reaction side products. The active 
catalyst sites are suggested to be localized on the boundary of Pt and WO3. 

Alikina et al. [ 138] found no Rh-NCO complex on Rh/A1203 but only Oh\NO groups, which are • " ~ 1 / C  O 

thought to be responsible for NO reduction. Dicarbonyl formation prevents the reaction proceeding. 
However, Dictor [ 139] did not manage to observe the formation of Rh (CO)(NO)  under reaction 
conditions but only Rh(CO)z. Rh-NO +, Rh-NO, R h-N O - ,  Rh-CO, R h z C O  , RhCN groups and a great 
variety of NCO-groups, mainly on A1203, were also recorded. In the authors opinion [ 139], NO disso- 
ciates on the reduced Rh and easily oxidizes the catalyst. NCO is possibly formed on the Rh-support 
boundary (but not on the Rh + ). 

NO/Ru 2 + and NO2/ZnO were found on the Ru/ZnO surface. CO adsorbed at the surface of Ru reacts 
with NO after its dissociation, resulting in the formation of NCO and CO3. These NCO and CO3 species 
then spill over from the metal into the support and remain there, stable up to temperatures higher than 
the catalyst's [ 140]. 

The presence of nitrogen on the surface of a Pt catalyst under reaction conditions has been demonstrated 
by Yamada et al. [ 141 ]. It is stabilized in the structure (2 × 2) and desorbs as N2 at 420°C. 

The bulk of the data presented above shows that there are a great variety of stepwise schemes for the 
description of the interaction of NO and CO on Pt-group metals. The set of surface compounds observed 
is not very large: COads, NOads, NCO, (CO "NO), Oad~, N,d~. TWO forms of CO and NO adsorption are 
possible: linear and bridge. 

It is reasonable to suggest that the variety of schemes used, is connected not with different reaction 
mechanisms, but rather with different rates of steps of the same mechanism. In reality, the change of rate 
relations causes the change of measured kinetic regularities. But this is traditionally treated as a change 
of reaction mechanism. All the schemes used are constructed on a lack of information, which is why the 
role of NCO complex in the NO + CO reaction has not yet been determined definitely. 

Let us now state the basic problems of the investigation of the role of isocyanate complex in the 
reaction. According to the data [ 117,142,143], the absorption band of a M-NCO complex can shift from 
2180 to 2240 cm-~ depending on its charge. In addition, the position of this band also depends on the 
NO pressure in the reactor, temperature [ 118 ], and pretreatment of the surface [ 127 ]. Isocyanate complex 
can exist both on the metal and on the support surfaces and sometimes it may be difficult to distinguish 
these varieties under reaction conditions because of the rather small intensity of the M-NCO absorption 
band in comparison with the A1-NCO band. Also, the possible existence of the M-OCN complex [ 122 ], 
the adsorption band of which is very close to that of AI-NCO, has to be taken into account. It should be 
noted, too, that most of the investigations were carried out at low pressure, low temperature, under 
stationary conditions, which is to say, far from real catalytic conditions. 

Measurements of IR spectra in a catalytic reaction in situ without simultaneous measurement of a 
reaction rate do not allow the determination of a uniquely kinetic scheme for the reaction. For example, 
Hecker and Bell [ 117] studied the dependence of optical density of absorption bands of surface com- 
pounds on Rh/SiO on CO and NO pressure in the reaction mixture and suggested the following reaction 
mechanism: 

1. R h  + N O  ~ ~ Rh-NO 
2. Rh + CO ~ ~ Rh-CO 

6. Rh-CO + Rh-O ~ CO2 + 2Rh 
7. Rh-N + CO ~ , Rh-NCO 
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3. Rh-NO + Rh ~ Rh-N + Rh-O 
4. Rh-NO + Rh-N ~ N20 + 2Rh 
5. Rh-NO + Rh-N ~ N2 + Rh-O + Rh 

8. Rh-N + Rh-CO ~ Rh-NCO + Rh 
9. 2Rh-NO ~ N 2 + 0 2 + 2Rh 

This scheme allows one to obtain equations for the dependence of surface coverage on CO and NO 
pressure in the gas phase which are in qualitative agreement with the observed dependence on optical 
density. It is not, however difficult to show that similar dependencies could be also obtained on the basis 
of another reaction mechanism (see below, Section 4). In the scheme suggested in Ref. [ 117], the NCO 
complex was not treated as an intermediate, although there is some indirect evidence for this. The intensity 
of the M-NCO absorption band depends on temperature and composition of the reaction mixture. N and 
CO were shown to be formed upon M-NCO decomposition and this reaction can proceed in the presence 
of the gas phase. The main reason for the ambiguity is the failure to compare the surface compounds' 
conversion rate with the rate of formation of reaction products. 

For completeness we list here the results of spectral studies of the NO + CO reaction on non-noble 
transition metals. The reaction of N O + C O  on Ni/SiO2 was studied by means of IR spectroscopy and 
microbalance methods [144]. Adsorbed NO (mainly Ni(NO)2) reacts with CO resulting in 
NiNCO + CO2. After the reaction the stoichiometry corresponds to the following equation: 

4(NO)ads + 3CO ~ ( N C O ) a d s  + 20~ds + 3Nads + 2CO2. 

The weak form of the adsorbed CO is generated in the reaction through the interaction of NiNCO with 
Ni: 

NiNCO + Ni ~ Ni-N + Ni--C. 

In the absence of CO the following process takes place: 

Ni + Ni (NO) 2 ' )  2Ni + 2Na~s + 2Oad~. 

Within ten minutes after the start of the reaction a correlation between NO decomposition and NCO 
generation was observed. The formation of associative intermediate complexes presented below is thought 
to be possible: 

O 0 0 % c / O \  /.20 
LI [I / /o N N 
C -- N N or i \ N [  / 
! XNI/ N 
N 

The reaction of surface nitride NiN (formed after the dissociation of NiNO) with CO resulting in the 
NCO formation was not observed. 

The NO + CO reaction on a reduced copper catalyst was studied in situ using IR spectroscopy and 
TPD techniques [ 145]. It was shown that CO2 and N2 were formed in the same elementary step. CO 
groups were observed on Cu ° and Cu +. The presence of NO on the reduced surface results in the 
reoxidation of Cu ( ~ Cu-O + Cu+-CO)  with further formation of NCO, possibly on the support. The 
following reaction mechanism is proposed: 

1. NOgas + NOads ~ Naas + Oad s 

2.2Nad s ~ N2 
3. Nad s + NOad s ~ N20 
4.2NOad.~ ~ N20 + Oads 

5. Oad  s + 2Cu ° ~ Cu~- 0 2 -- 

6. Cu~- 0 2 -  + CO ~ 2Cu + + CO2 
7. Nad s + C O a d  s - 4  N C O a d  s 

8. NCOads + NOads ~ N2 + CO2 
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The last step is the limiting one. Spillover of nitrogen atoms from copper onto the support and their 
further interaction with CO are thought to be possible. 

IR spectra recorded in situ on the surface of a Cu-Cr/AI203 catalyst exhibited absorption bands due 
to Cu2+-NCO, Cu +-NCO, Cu+-NO, CrZ+-NO, Cu2+-CO, and Cu+-CO complexes, as well as those 
of carbonates, carboxylates, nitrites, and nitrates [ 146]. An NCO complex is formed both under reaction 
conditions ( N O + C O )  and after stepwise input of gases (first NO, then CO). The formation and 
decomposition of NCO on Cu may possibly occur as: 

1. Cu ÷-NO + CO ---> Cu + -NCO 2. CuNCO + NO ~ Cu ÷ + N2 + CO2 

We have performed a systematic spectrokinetic investigation of the NO + CO interaction over Pt-group 
metals [ 147-156]. Our results are the subject of the following section. 

4.2. Reaction of  carbon monoxide and nitric oxide in the presence of  oxygen on a supported rhodium 
catalyst 

The reaction of CO + NO on supported Rh catalyst was studied in a heated, flowing IR cell reactor 
[ 147-152] (see Fig. 1 ) with the reagents and reaction products being analyzed. The mathematical model 
of the reactor was close to the model of a reactor of an ideal mixing. Catalyst powder ( 1.0% Rh/y-A1203, 
( 'Rhone-Poulenc ' ) )  pressed into pellets (25 mg, 2 cm z) was used as a sample. The surface area of 
support and pressed catalyst was 80 mZ/g. 

We shall start with the data obtained under stationary conditions. The temperature dependence of the 
CO + NO interaction was studied for a reaction mixture containing 1.2% CO, 0.6% NO and 0.2% 02 in 
nitrogen. At low temperatures 2030 cm-~ and 2100 cm-~ absorption bands were recorded in the IR 
spectra. These were assigned to the stretching vibrations of CO in the dicarbonyl complex of Rh: 
Rh/CO - \ c o  [ 157 ]. Increasing the temperature results in the decrease of optical density of these bands, the 
reaction rate thereupon increases and the 2240-2260, 1635, 1580 and 1480 cm-1 bands appear in the IR 
spectra. The 1480 c m - i  absorption band could be assigned to the surface complex CO~- vibrations 
[158]. 

Fig. 15a shows the temperature dependencies of the nitric oxide (WNO) and carbon monoxide (Wco) 
consumption rates. It can be seen that the reaction rate increases with increasing temperature up to 320°C 
and is independent on temperature over 320°C. The optical densities of the 2260, 1635, 1580 and 1480 
cm-1 absorption bands pass a maximum at 270°C (Fig. 15b) This is possible if the reaction rate is 
determined by the rate of reagent diffusion to the catalyst surface. 

The dependencies of the reaction rate at 250°C (in kinetic region) and of the 2240-2260 c m -  ~ band's 
optical density (D2240) on the CO concentration in the reactor are shown in Fig. 16. NO concentration 
was 0.6%. It can be seen that, if CO concentration increases up to 0.3%, the reaction rate and D2240 
increase, too. At CO concentration higher than 0.3%, a sharp increase of D224o with the displacement of 
the band's maximum was observed. Wco and WNO have achieved their maximum values and then ceased 
to depend on CO concentration. Similar behavior is exhibited by the intensity of the 2260 c m -  ~ absorption 
band. The consumption rate of CO under stationary conditions is more than that of NO, because of CO 
oxidation. 

Fig. 17 shows the dependencies of Wco, WNO and D226o on the NO concentration in the reactor. CO 
concentration was 1.2%. It can be seen that even at low NO concentration D226o, Wco and WNO pass 
through their maximum values. When the NO concentration in the reactor changes, the relation between 
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Woo and WNo changes, too. At low NO concentration Wco is higher than WNO, whereas the reverse is 
true for NO concentrations higher than 0.3%. Displacements of the 2240-2260 cm-  ~ band upon the 
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Fig. 15. (a) Temperature dependencies of CO ( 1 ) and NO (2) consumption rate, as well as of optical density of 2260 c m -  ~ absorption band. 
(b) Optical density of 2030 cm -~ (1), 2100 cm -~ (2), 1635 cm - l  (3), 1580 cm -~ (4) and 1480 cm ~ (5) absorption bands versus 
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adsorption of CO and NO isotopes correspond to the values calculated for isocyanate complex. 
The optical density of the 1480 cm-  1 absorption band as the concentration of reagents in the reactor 

changes increases with increasing consumption rate (Fig. 19). It is notable that both the 1480 and the 
2240-2260 cm-  1 bands are observed only under reaction conditions: if the feed of reagents is switched 
off or the temperature of the reaction mixture is decreased these bands disappear from the spectra. In the 
presence of excess NO, the IR spectra exhibited the 1680 and 1560 cm-  1 absorption bands assigned to 
the Rh-NO 8- vibrations [ 114 ] and N-O vibrations in the NO3 complex adsorbed on A1203, respectively. 

The data presented above show that COads, NOads, isocyanate (2240-2260 cm-  ~ ) and carbonate ( 1480 
cm -1) complexes exist on the Rh/A1203 surface under reaction conditions. The complex form of the 
2260 cm-  1 absorption band, the variability of its half-width with catalyst temperature and its shifting 
position with the reaction mixture composition point to the existence of two forms of the isocyanate 
complex. It is possible to state that the low frequency absorption band (2240 cm-  1 ) is due to isocyanate 
complex on Rh, whereas that at 2260 cm-  1 is due to the complex on A1203. It can be seen from Fig. 16 
that at low CO concentration in the reactor (oxidizing mixture) the optical density of the NCO absorption 
band is low and its position is at 2240 cm-  1. In this case NCO is localized at the metal atom. When CO 
concentration increases the intensity of the 2240 cm-  1 absorption band increases too, together with its 
displacement up to 2260 cm-  1. I.e., in the reducing mixture spillover of NCO from metal to support 
becomes possible. When the reaction mixture flow is turned off, the isocyanate complex decomposes. 
This process can very possibly occur on the Rh surface. 

At low CO concentrations in the initial mixture, the rate of nitrogen formation is proportional to the 
concentration of NCO localized at metal atoms (2240 cm-  1), both at 0.6% NO concentration (Fig. 16) 
and in the presence of excess NO (Fig. 17). Data obtained show that isocyanate complex may be an 
intermediate in the N2 formation. This point of view is also supported by the instability of NCO in the 
absence of reaction mixture and by the decrease of its concentration at the surface at the transfer to the 
external diffusion region. 

The independence of D2260 on the CO concentration in the presence of excess CO (Fig. 16) points to 
the fact that the NCO complex concentration is kept constant both for complexes localized at metal and 
at support surfaces. 

The independence of Wco on the CO concentration in the gas phase could arise from the fact that CO 
and NO are adsorbed on different sites, determined by the method of sample preparation. In reality, Rh 
supported over A1203 from RhC12" 3H20 solution with subsequent drying in hydrogen at 400°C is not 
completely reduced. Together with Rh °, Rh + is formed which is stabilized by C1 ions [ 159]. CO, being 
adsorbed on Rh + , results in Rh dicarbonyl formation [ 159]. Because of this, the 2030 and 2100 cm-  
absorption bands which are observed in the system demonstrate the presence of Rh + ions. 

More probably, the NCO complex is formed during the interaction of an adsorbed nitrogen atom and 
an adsorbed CO molecule, and decomposed by reacting with an adsorbed NO molecule. The carbonate 
complex CO22- is formed on the Rh catalyst surface in the absence of NO in the gas phase. The optical 
density of the 1480 cm-  1 absorption band changes parallel to the CO consumption rate when the reagent 
concentrations change. This points to  the possibility of the carbonate complex formation during CO 
interaction with both oxygen and nitric oxide. This complex most probably precedes the formation of 
CO2 in the gas phase. It is likely to be localized at Rh atoms, because its concentration is at a maximum 
when practically all the carrier is covered by NCO complex. 

The CO + NO interaction in the presence of oxygen may proceed according to the following mecha- 
nism: 
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1 1I III 

kl 

CO+M~ ~ ~ M~-CO 2 2 1 
k - t  

k_, 

NO+ M2 ~ ~ M2-NO 2 0 2 
k-2  

k~ 

M2-NO + M2 ~ M2-N + M2-O 1 0 1 

k4 

M z - N + M r C O  -'* M2-NCO+Mt 1 0 0 

M2-NCO + M2-NO ~ Ma-CO + M2 + N2 1 0 0 

MI-CO + M~-O ~ M2-CO2 + M1 l 2 1 

k7 

M2-CO2 "-* M2 + CO2 2 2 1 

k~ 

M2-N + M2-NO ~ N~O + 2M2 0 0 1 

k~j 

O, + 2M2 ~ 2M,-O 0 1 0 

I 2CO + 2NO = 2CO2 + N2 

(4.1) 

II 2CO + 0 2 = 2CO2 

III CO + 2NO = N20 + C O  2 

where M1 and M2 are different kinds of active sites on the catalyst surface, and numbers on the right are 
the stoichiometric numbers of the steps. 

Assuming that the course of the reaction does not perturb the adsorption-desorption equilibrium for 
CO and NO, and using the stationary reaction theory, we can obtain the rate equations for reaction routes 
( I ) - ( I I I )  (these rates are denoted as r ~, r u, rm). Analysis of the / dependencies on the CO and NO 
concentration showed that they can be qualitatively described by the mechanism presented above. We 
have also analyzed other schemes, among which were the mechanisms: 

- -  with irreversible NO adsorption; 
- -  with N2 formation after recombination of nitrogen atoms; 
- -  without the influence of oxygen, and so on. 

Practically all schemes studied can qualitatively describe the observed dependence of the reaction rate 
on the composition of the reaction mixture. However, the dependence of the reaction rate and selectivity 
on the composition of the reaction mixture can be described only by the scheme presented above. 

As measure of selectivity we use the ratio of N20 and N 2 formation rates (rN20 and rN2, respectively): 

S = rN20/rN2. 

Then from the scheme presented above it follows that 

S = ksONo/k40co.  (4.2) 

It can be seen that a change in the ratio of coverages (0) of the surface by CO and NO molecules with 
reaction conditions will determine the change in S. We will consider the change of 0~ with changing of 
reaction conditions. 
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Fig. 18. Surface coverage of CO (1), N (2), NCO (3), NO (4), O (6) and free surface area (5) as functions of CO content in the reaction 
mixture. 

Analyzing the scheme (4.1), we evaluated the values of k4, k5 and k8 independently by spectroscopic 
measurements in the nonstationary region. Other rate constants were selected from Ref. [ 151 ]. 

Assuming that the course of the reaction does not perturb the adsorption-desorption equilibrium for 
CO and NO, and using the steady-state approximation, for the values of the reaction rates Wco and WNO 
on the basis of mechanism (4.1) we obtain the following equations: 

WNO = 2/30NO (ks 8Nco + k4ON) (4.3) 

Woo =/30co(k60o + 

Here,/3 ca. 0.1 cm 3 is the capacity of the monolayer, evaluated from spectroscopic measurements in 
the nonsteady-state region. 

Calculated values of 0 for increasing CO content in the reaction mixture are presented in Fig. 18. It 
can be seen that the occupation of the surface by CO molecules approaches unity quite rapidly (curve 
1 ). The rapid decrease in the coverage of the surface by oxygen atoms (curve 6) should also be noted. 

The values of S, WNo and Wco calculated on the basis of Eq. (4.3) and the values of measured rate 
constants and coverages are presented in Fig, 19 together with the experimental data (points are calculated 
and curves are experimental). The agreement is rather good, The physical meaning of this can be 
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Fig. 19. Experimental and calculated values of selectivity ( 1 ), Wco (2), WNO (3), as well as of optical density of 1480 c m -  ~ absorption band 
(4) and of surface coverage by CO complexes (5)  versus CO concentration in the reaction mixture. 
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interpreted as follows. In the absence of CO in the gas phase, sites of the first kind are free, and sites of 
the second kind are completely occupied by oxygen atoms. In fact, an adsorbed NO molecule can 
dissociate into N and O atoms at the temperature of the experiment. A nitrogen atom reacts with an 
adsorbed NO molecule, resulting in formation of N20. An oxygen atom remains on the surface. Oxygen 
atoms are also formed during 02 adsorption. As a result of these processes under steady-state conditions 
the surface is covered with oxygen atoms. CO, interacting with oxygen, frees the surface for the adsorption 
of NO molecules. After that, the reaction between CO and NO becomes possible. If the CO concentration 
in the reaction mixture increases, the free surface (because of the acceleration of the CO + O reaction) 
and, consequently, the 0No increase, too. Thus, when the coverage of the surface by CO molecules 
increases there is an increase in the coverage of the surface by NO molecules. The ratio of 0No and 0co 
is then kept constant. In agreement with (4.2), this implies that selectivity is independent on the CO 
concentration. The foregoing applies to the region of low CO concentration. At high concentration (Fig. 
18), 0co is about 1. Increase of the CO concentration in this case does not lead to any change in the 
surface coverage, nor in the reaction rate (Figs. 18 and 19). Oxygen present in the reaction mixture in 
this region of CO concentration is completely consumed in the CO + O2 reaction. 

The correlation in the changes of optical density of the 1480 cm-  1 absorption band (0148o) and 0co2 
(Fig. 19, curves 4 and 5) should be noted. Such a correlation supports the conclusion that the surface 
compound absorbing at 1480 cm-1 is a CO2:- complex. When NO is absent in the gas phase, O2 is 
completely consumed in the reaction with CO. NO will effect the reaction of CO and 02 only at high NO 
pressures when, because of the decrease of free surface, the rate of the reaction will drop to zero. At the 
same time the CO + 02 reaction has virtually no effects on the interaction of CO and NO. The fact that 
NO inhibits the CO + 02 reaction was also noted by Oh and Carpenter [ 160]. 

We now consider one of the possible reaction mechanisms in which nitrogen is formed by the recom- 
bination of nitrogen atoms [ 151,154 ]. 

NO + M 2 ~ ) M2-NO 
k - 2  

k3 

M2-NO + M2 --+ M2-N + m 2 - o  

k4 

M 2 - M + M 2 - N  --+ N2+2M2 (4.4) 
k5 

M2-N + M2-NO --+ N20 + 2M2 

k6 

M2-CO+M2-O --+ M 2 - C O z + M  1 

k7 

M2-CO2 --+ CO2 + M2. 

Analysis of this scheme under steady-state conditions showed that selectivity is equal to 

s = ksONo/k40N 

and increases linearly with increasing PNO. This result contradicts the experimental data. 
As was indicated by Hecker and Bell [ 91 ], the selectivity does not depend on the composition of the 

reaction mixture. On this basis, they proposed the following scheme: 

kl 

CO+M1 ~ ) M r C O  
k i 

k2 
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Fig. 20. Time dependencies of Wco( 1 ), WNo (2) and DNco ( 3 ) during the transition to the steady state. The reaction mixture 1.2% CO + 0.39 % 
NO. 

kl 

M - N O + M - N  -4 N 2 + M - - O + M  

k2 

M-NO + M-N -4 N20 + 2M. 

Apparently, they [91] have measured the selectivity in a relatively narrow range of reactant concen- 
trations. Over a wider range of concentrations the selectivity depends on PNo. Therefore one may express 
doubts concerning the validity of the mechanism proposed in Ref. [ 91 ]. 

As was noted above, the isocyanate complex found on the surface of the Rh catalyst in the majority of 
studies is a stable surface compound. It should be noted, too, that these studies were carried out in the 
absence of 02. In our investigations, the absorption band corresponding to the isocyanate complex 
disappeared from the spectrum practically at once after the reaction ceased (decrease of temperature, 
turning off the flow of reactants). Analysis of the scheme (4.1) afford an explanation for this difference. 
It follows from (4.1) that the steady-state occupation of the surface by isocyanate complex is determined 
by the formula [ 147,151 ]: 

k40co ka( k6OcoOo/ ( k3K2PNo + k9Po2) ) 1/2 
0NCO = k---7--~ k40co  + k8K2PNo{ k60coO0/(k3K2eNo + k9P02) }1/2. ( 4 . 5 )  

If 02 is now absent in the gas phase, (4.5) reduces to the following: 

k4k6~coOo 
0NC O ---~ 

ks( K2k6OcoOoeNo/k3) 1/2{k40c0 -Jr k8( K2k6OcoOoeNo/k3)1/2 /" 

Calculation shows that in the absence of O in the gas phase 0Nco-4 1 as PNO -4 0 (quasi-steady-state 
approximation). In the presence of 02, 0NCO is substantially less than unity. 

Further development of the reaction mechanism was based on a spectrokinetic study under nonsteady- 
state conditions [ 152]. All measurements were carried out at 250°C, where there are no complications 
from diffusion. The reaction mixture was fed to the cell reactor. Adjusting the device at a fixed frequency, 
associated with the absorption of one or another surface complex, we followed the transition to a steady 
state. 

The process of transition to a steady state depends substantially on the reaction mixture. Consumption 
rates of carbon monoxide (Wco), of nitric oxide (WNo) and the optical density of the isocyanate complex 
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absorption band (DNco) versus time during the transition to a steady state of the reaction mixture with 
an excess of CO (reducing region) are shown in Fig. 20. It can be seen that the NCO absorption band is 
at 2260 c m -  1 and the steady state value of DNC O is rather large (ca. 0.8). As was explained above, this 
absorption band arises from the vibrations in an isocyanate complex, localized on the support. In other 
words, isocyanate complex in the excess of CO migrates from the metal surface onto the carrier. It can 
also be seen from Fig. 20 that the Wco and WNO values reach their steady states more rapidly than DNCO. 
In the presence of excess NO, the steady-state value of DNco is small (about 0.1 ), and the corresponding 
absorption band is placed at 2240 c m -  1. In this case it arises from the vibrations of NCO, localized on 
metal atoms. This means that in the oxidizing region the NCO complex does not migrate onto the support. 

Let us consider in greater detail the migration of isocyanate complex in the reducing (excess of CO) 
and oxidizing (excess of NO) regions. The migration of isocyanate complex from Rh to SiO2 in the 
reducing region was studied by Hyde and Rudman [ 124]. They showed that isocyanate complex migrates 
onto the support after its concentration on the metal becomes constant. According to our data, this 
migration starts after a certain NCO concentration has been reached on the metal. One of the possible 
reasons for the spillover could be the marked increase of the diffusion coefficient with increasing NCO 
concentration on the metal surface. 

In the view of the fact that the time for Wco and WNO to become steady is less than that for DAI_NCO, 
it is possible to state that spillover of NCO complex in the reducing region occurs under conditions of 
the steady-state interaction between CO and NO. Kinetic analysis [ 151 ] shows that under such conditions 
the free surface of metal is small. This fact allows us to hypothesize that the reverse spillover (from 
support to metal) is negligibly small. In such a case, the accumulation of isocyanate complex on the 
carrier can be described by the following equation: 

d 0AI_NC O 
- -  = k0Nco( 1 -- 0AI-NCO)- (4.6) 

dt 

Experimental curves of DNco transition to the steady state in the reducing region are described by the 
following equation 

dD 
- - = A  - B D ,  (4.7) 
dt 

where A and B are constants. 
Comparing (4.6) and (4.7) and taking into account that D = flOe~S, we obtain 

A = kONcoD'~la~NCO, B = k0Nco. (4.8) 

Here S is the geometrical surface of the pellet (cm 2); • is the extinction coefficient (cm2/molecule); 
D~laXNCo is the maximum possible value of the isocyanate absorption band optical density, when it is 
localized on the surface;/3 is the capacity of the monolayer (cm3), and k is the rate constant of spillover 
of NCO. 

Thus, by performing nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements in the reducing region, we managed 
to determine the nature of the dependence of the steady-state coverage of the metal by isocyanate complex 
on the composition of the mixture. 

Isocyanate complex on the metal was observed spectroscopically in the oxidizing region. The steady- 
state value of the coverage of the metal surface by this complex is less than ~T~co, consequently its 
migration onto the carrier does not take place in this region. In accord with (4.4), the establishment of 
the steady-state concentration of isocyanate complex on the metal is described by the equation 
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Fig. 21. Time dependencies of Wco,.( 1 ) and D14ao (2) for 1.2% CO + 0.18% NO reaction mixture. 

d 0MNCO 
= k40s 0CO -- ksONoOMNCO. (4.9) 

dt 

The experimental curves for the establishment of steady-state values of DMNCO in this region are also 
described by Eq. (4.7). A comparison of (4.9) and (4.7) shows that in the oxidizing region the values 
A and B equal: 

A = [Jk4ONOco~/S, B = ksONo. (4.10) 

The constancy of A and B means, obviously, that during the establishment of a steady-state value of 
0MNCO the values ON, Oco and 0NO vary very little. Thus, nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements in 
the oxidizing region give information about the steady-state coverage of the surface by N atoms and CO 
and NO molecules. 

The results of the steady-state and nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements, when compared, are 
in good agreement. This allows one to assert that the proposed mechanism of the CO + NO reaction is 
correct. 

A comparison of the steady-state and nonsteady-state spectrokinetic data allows one to estimate the 
rate constant of NCO migration from the metal onto the support. The dependencies of 0NCO and k0Nco 
on the NO content in the reaction mixture are presented in Refs. [ 151 ] and [ 152]. Comparison of these 
dependencies shows that k = 0.025 s-  1 

Spectrokinetic measurements under nonsteady-state conditions also allow one to obtain additional 
information about the structure and properties of the intermediate complex. It was mentioned above that 
under the reaction conditions, absorption bands were also observed in the spectra at 1635 and 1580 cm-  1 

The values of A and B determined from the change of optical density of these absorption bands are the 
same as those given above. This, together with the data from the steady-state measurements (the similar 
changes in the optical density of the 2260, 1635 and 1580 absorption bands with temperature and 
concentration of reagents), shows that all of the absorption bands named belong to the isocyanate complex. 

It was shown previously that as a result of the reaction of CO and NO in the presence of 02 at the 
surface of the Rh catalyst, an intermediate CO 2- complex is formed. Fig. 21 shows the curves of CO2 
formation rate (Wco2) and of the 1480 cm-  1 absorption band optical density (D148o) belonging to the 
CO 2- complex on Rh. The experimental data show that the ratio of the Wco2 values, determined at 
different times, equals the ratio of the corresponding values of D148o; i.e., the CO formation rate is linear 
with respect to the concentration of carbonate complex at the surface, which confirms the hypothesis 
stated above that the surface carbonate complex precedes the formation of CO2 in the gas phase. 

The results of studying of the reaction of CO and NO under steady-state and nonsteady-state conditions 
show that the isocyanate complex is an intermediate in the reaction of N2 formation. According to the 
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mechanism proposed the rate of formation of nitrogen (WN2) is determined by the following formula, 
taking into account that DN¢O =/30NCoE/S: 

WN2 = ksONoDNcoSI E. (4.11 ) 

Using numerical values for/3 = ksONo calculated from the time curves of DNco in an oxidizing medium 
and experimentally measured values of WN2, we were able to use Eq. (4.11 ) to evaluate the extinction 
coefficient of asymmetric vibrations in the isocyanate complex (2240 cm-1)  [ 152]. We note that the 
value of B can also be determined from the data presented in Figs. 16-19. According to the experimental 
data, the maximum coverage of the metal surface by isocyanate complex corresponds to the DNco value 
of 0.2. Simple calculations show the quantity of NCO complexes in this case to be ca. 1.7.1018. In view 
of the fact that the area of the sample used was 1.8 m 2, we find an active sites concentration of 1.0.1014 
sites/cm 2, which is somewhat less than the number of Rh atoms in the sample. 

Thus, the spectrokinetic study of the CO + NO reaction on a Rh surface, together with the reaction 
mechanism proposed, allow us: 

( 1 ) to give a quantitative description of the activity and selectivity under steady-state and nonsteady- 
state conditions; 

(2) to explain literature data on the stability of isocyanate complex; 
(3) to estimate the extinction coefficient of isocyanate complex; 
(4) to give a quantitative description of the migration of NCO; and 
(5) to estimate the number of active sites. 

4.3. Interaction of CO and NO in the presence of oxygen on supported Pt 

In the spectra obtained in situ in the CO + NO reaction over a supported Pt catalyst (1 wt.-% Pt/ 
A1203) absorption bands at 2245-2260, 1635, 1580, 1480 c m -  1 were found [ 153,155,156]. Similar to 
the case of the Rh catalyst, the 1480 c m -  ~ absorption band could be assigned to the vibrations of surface 

2 carbonate complex CO2-, and the others to vibrations of a surface isocyanate complex [ 114,117,122,147- 
152]. Fig. 22 shows the rate of consumption of CO (Wco) and NO (WNO), and the optical density of 
the isocyanate band (DNco) as functions of the concentration of CO at 360°C. The NO concentration 
was 0.6%. In the oxidizing region ( [CO] < 0.6%), the rates of consumption of CO and NO are similar 
and increase linearly with increasing CO concentration. With a low concentration of CO in the reaction 
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mixture the absorption band of the isocyanate complex is placed at 2240 cm-  1 and its optical density is 
low. When DNCO increases, the position of the absorption band shifts to 2260 cm-  1. Further increase of 
CO concentration leads to a decrease of DNco as well as of Wco and WNo. It should be noted that in the 
reducing region (excess CO) Wco is larger than WNo. This excess is due to the oxidation of CO by 
oxygen present in the reaction mixture as an impurity (0.2%). In the oxidizing region, the rate of reaction 
of CO with the oxygen impurity is substantially lower. The dependence of the selectivity of the reaction 
(S) on the CO content in the reaction mixture is shown in Fig. 22 (curve 4). We define the quantity S as 
the ratio of the rates of formation of N20 (WN2O) and of N2 (WN2) 

S = WN2olWN . 

It can be seen that the selectivity to N20 falls as the CO content in the reaction mixture increases. 
The dependencies of Wco, WNO, S and D224o_2260 o n  NO concentration in the initial mixture at 360°C 

(CO concentration is 1.2%) are shown in Fig. 23. It can be seen that at low concentrations Wco, WNo 
and DNco increase practically linearly. 

A further increase in the percentage of NO leads to a decrease of DNco and Wco. WNO is kept practically 
constant. It should be noted, that at low NO concentration, Wco> WNO, while at high NO concentration, 
WNO >Wco. Such a rate relationship is probably determined by the predominance of the oxidation of CO 
by oxygen in the reducing region. It can also be seen that selectivity increases with increasing NO 
concentration in the reaction mixture. The results presented show similar relationships between spectral 
and kinetic values on platinum and rhodium catalysts. Under reaction conditions there are COads, NOads 
as well as isocyanate and carbonate complexes on the catalyst surface. Lowering the temperature or 
turning off the reactant flow causes the disappearance of these complexes. The optical density of the 
isocyanate band changes in parallel with the CO consumption rate when the concentration of reagents 
changes. Two forms of the isocyanate complex exist on the surface. One (2240 cm-1 band), localized 
on metal atoms, is active; the other (2260 cm-  1 band), localized on the carder atoms, is inactive. Since 
NCO complex cannot be formed on the support, its existence there can be explained only by spillover. 
As was mentioned previously, NCO complexes start their migration after their concentration at the surface 
of metal has reached a certain value. The steady-state value of DNco for NCO complex on the support 
depends on the experimental conditions (temperature in particular). This implies the existence of a 
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reverse spillover (from support to metal). Experiments carried on under nonsteady-state conditions 
showed that there is no decomposition of NCO complex on the support. 

The bulk of experimental date obtained for Pt catalysts (Figs. 22 and 23) can be described by the 
scheme proposed for Rh (see Section 4.2). The main difference is that here all steps occur on one single 
kind of site. The scheme of the NO + CO interaction on Pt is presented below. 

I II IIl 

kl 

C O  + Pt ~ ~ P t - C O  2 1 2 
k - i  

N O  + Pt ~ ~ P t - N O  2 2 0 
k ! 

k3 

P t - N O  + Pt ~ P t -N  + Pt~O l 1 0 

k4 

P t - N  + P t - C O  ~ Pt~Nco + Pt 1 0 0 

k~ 

P t - N C O  + P t - N O  ~ Pt -CO2 + Pt + N2 1 0 0 

P t - O  + P t - C O  ~ Pt -CO2 + Pt 1 1 2 

k7 

Pt-CO2 ~ CO2 + Pt 2 1 2 

k8 

Pt -N  + P t - N O  - ,  N 2 0  + 2Pt 0 1 0 

O 2 + 2 P t  ~ 2 P t - O  0 0 1 

(4 .12)  

I 2CO + 2NO = 2CO2 + N2 

II CO + 2NO = N20 + COz 

III 2CO + 02 = 2CO2. 

Here M is an active catalyst site. 
Assuming that the occurrence of the reaction does not perturb the adsorption/desorption equilibrium, 

and using the steady-state condition for scheme (4.12), we obtain the relationships between surface 
coverage and the composition of the reaction mixture. It then becomes possible to calculate Wco, WNO 
and S 

Woo =/30co(k60o + k40N) 

WNO = 2flONo( k~ONco + k8ON). 

(4.13) 

Figs. 22 and 23 present a comparison of the calculated and experimental dependencies of the reaction 
rates and selectivity on the reaction mixture composition. It can be seen that for WNo (curve 2) and S 
(curve 4) the agreement is rather good. The Wco dependencies coincide only in the oxidizing region 
(curves 1 and 5). 

In the reducing region, the difference between calculated and experimental values is constant and 
equals the rate of CO reaction with admixed oxygen at complete conversion. This is due to the minor 
effect of small amounts of oxygen on the CO + NO reaction under steady-state conditions. Thus, the 
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results presented show the correctness of the reaction mechanism, in which nitrogen is formed via 
isocyanate complex. 

As in the case of the Rh catalyst, we have also studied the transition to a steady state for the CO + NO 
reaction on a Pt catalyst. Here, as for Rh, we find two kinds of dependencies between Wco, WNO, Wco2, 
DNCO and time: with and without a maximum. A maximum is found when the reducing region is studied. 
As the temperature is lowered, the concentration region, in which the maximum is found, is broadened. 
This maximum is possibly due to the competition of CO, NO and 02 for surface sites. In the oxidizing 
region the dependencies of Wco, WNo, Wco2 and DNco have no maxima. 

We now consider the transfer of surface NCO concentration to a steady-state. In these conditions, the 
2240 c m -  1 absorption band is assigned to the vibrations in the isocyanate complex localized on metal. 
The DNco --f(t)  dependence in this case reflects the change of NCO concentration on the metal ( 0MNCO), 
which, in agreement with (4.12), is described by 

d OMNco / dt = ka ONOco -- k.s 0NOOMNCO. (4.14) 

We treated the experimental DMNCO ~-f(t) dependencies according to Eq. (4.7). Comparison of Eq. 
(4.14) and (4.7) shows that 

A =flk4eONOco/S, B=ksOso.  (4.15) 

The comparison takes into account that DMNCO = flF.OMNco/S. The constancy of A and B values in the 
transfer of NCO concentration to the steady state apparently means that the surface coverages ON, 0co, 
0NO change very insignificantly. This conclusion is also confirmed by spectral measurements. In particular, 
it was shown that time of transfer of the CO absorption band optical density to the steady-state is an order 
of magnitude less than that for isocyanate complex. 

It follows from (4.15) that the A and B values could also be estimated via kinetic analysis of the 
steady-state scheme (4.12). It turned out that when they are so defined they are in good agreement with 
the values determined from nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements. This also points to the cor- 
rectness of the proposed mechanism. The extinction coefficient was determined from the comparison of 
A values [ 155 ]. 

From the reaction mechanism it follows that 

WN2 = flksONoONco or WN2 = ksONoDNcoS / e. 

Therefore, e = ksONoDNcoS/WN:. 
Experimental data for various reaction mixtures resulted in e values of 2.1-2.6.10-19 cruZ/molecule 

or on average, e =  2.3.10-19 cm2/molecule. This value is virtually the same as that for the isocyanate 
complex on Rh. Note also that e is kept constant, when the optical density of NCO band changes from 0 
to 0.2. This fact proves the validity of the Beer-Lambert law, at least for this region of coverage. 

We can now estimate the number (N) of active sites in the sample. In fact, the maximum value 
max DMNCO -- 0.20, SO that 

N =  D~NXcoS/ e ~ 1018 sites. 

The surface of the sample is ca. 2 m 2, therefore the concentration of active sites is 1014 sites/cm 2. 
The values obtained are similar to those for the Rh catalyst. It seems likely that the metal concentration 

is determined mainly by the capacity of the support surface layer ("/-A1203) and depends slightly on the 
nature of the supported metal. Thus, on the basis of steady- and nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measure- 
ments we have managed to show that the mechanisms of CO -4- NO reaction over supported Pt and Rh 
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Fig. 24. Typical spectrum of surface compounds during CO + NO interaction over platinum group metals. 

catalysts are very similar. The basic feature for both catalysts is the formation of nitrogen from the 
isocyanate complex, together with N20 formation from the NOajs + Nads reaction. 

4.4. Interaction of  CO and NO on supported Pd and Ru 

We have studied 1 wt.-% Pd and Ru catalysts supported on A1203. Under reaction conditions all 
catalysts show very similar spectra for the surface compounds (Fig. 24). Absorption bands at 1480, 
1580, 1635, 2260-2270 cm-~ and a shoulder at 2240-2230 cm-~ are recorded in the spectra. At low 
temperatures, absorption bands of CO are also recorded. At high NO pressure the NO absorption band is 
observed. The 1580, 1635, 2260-2270 cm-1 absorption bands were assigned (above) to the isocyanate 
complex, localized on the support, and the 2240-2230 cm-~ absorption band to the same complex 
localized on the metal. The 1480 cm-~ absorption band is assigned to the vibrations of the surface 
carbonate complex CO~-. 

The reaction rates and NCO concentrations versus the reaction mixture composition are presented on 
Figs. 25 and 26 for all catalysts studied. It can be seen that for Pd and Ru catalysts these dependencies 
are intermediate between those for Pt and Rh catalysts. The relationship between concentration of surface 
compounds and reaction rate is also similar to that obtained for Pt and Rh. There is also a similarity in 
the parallel change of optical density of the carbonate complex absorption band with the rate of CO2 
formation. Some features in the behavior of the CO + NO reaction on Pd and Ru catalysts are very similar 
to those on Pt and Rh. Among them are: the relationship between concentration of surface compounds 
and the reaction rate; the parallel change of optical density of carbonate complex absorption band with 
the CO2 formation rate; the presence of NCO localized on metal (2240 c m -  ~ ); and NCO localized on 
the support (2260 c m -  ~ ). On the basis of all these facts we conclude that the reaction mechanism over 
supported Pd and Ru is the same as over Pt and Rh. 

4.5. The influence of  oxygen on the CO + NO interaction over supported platinum-group metals 

The majority of known catalysts for the CO + NO reaction lose their activity in the presence of oxygen. 
This is due to the competition between two reactions: 

2CO + 2NO = 2CO + N2 (I) 

2CO + 02 = 2CO2. (II) 
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reaction. 

At 230°C on Pt, reaction (I) proceeds more rapidly than reaction (II). However, when a mixture of 
NO and Oz with Po2/PNo = 0.5 is used, only 30% of CO is oxidized by NO, the rest reacting with O2 
[ 161 ]. The CO + 02 reaction predominates over all metals of the platinum group, with the exception of 
Ir [ 162,163 ]. Shelef et al. [ 164 ] showed that CO is oxidized mainly by oxygen over practically all oxides 
of transition metals in a CO + NO + 02 mixture. The loss of activity of oxide catalysts is likely to be due 
to oxygen adsorption on the sites where NO could be adsorbed. Witner[  165 ] is of the opinion that in 
the presence of oxygen the rate of NO decomposition on the surface of metal oxides decreases due to NO 
and 02 competition for the same sites. 

We have studied the mechanism of the CO + NO reaction in the presence of oxygen on 1.0% Pt/AlzO3, 
1% Rh/A1203 and  l % Pt-0.5% Rh/A1203 catalysts [ 153 ]. The effect of oxygen on the reaction rate and 
on the concentration of surface complexes on an Rh catalyst was studied at 250°C. Oxygen was added to 
a reaction mixture of 1.2% CO with various amounts of NO. Fig. 27 shows the selectivity (S), the 
consumption rates of CO (Wco), NO (WNO) and O2 ( Wo 2) as well as optical densities of NCO complex 
absorption band (DNco) and of carbonate complex absorption band (D~48o) versus oxygen concentration 
in the mixture with 1.8% NO. It can be seen that WNO, DNCO, D148o decrease and Wco and Wo2 increase 
with increasing content of oxygen in the mixture. Selectivity, S=  WN20/WNo, does not depend on the 
oxygen concentration (curve 6). The optical density of the isocyanate absorption band (2240 cm -]  ) is 
low (curve 3). As was mentioned above, this means that NCO complex is localized on the metal. 
According to the mechanism proposed here, this work, isoCyanate complex, localized on metal is an 
intermediate in the nitrogen formation and N20 is formed by the reaction NOad s -I- Nad s = N20. 

In Ref. [ 151 ] the constants of elementary steps for this mechanism were determined and on this basis 
the coverages of surface by intermediates were calculated. These coverages, plotted against content of 
oxygen in the mixture, are presented in Fig. 28. It can be seen that 0co and 0NO do not depend on the 
oxygen content. The physical meaning of this is as follows. All the steps of the interaction between CO, 
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NO and 0 2 take place on two different kinds of sites. On one of them only CO is adsorbed. At the CO 
pressure used all these sites are occupied and the reaction's proceeding does not change the value of 0co. 
Thus it will not depend on the content of oxygen in the reaction mixture. The coverage of the surface by 
NO molecules is determined by the ratio of NO pressure in the reaction mixture and the free surface area 
(since it is assumed that there is an adsorption desorption equilibrium between NO molecules on the 
surface and in the gas phase). An increase of oxygen pressure leads, on the one hand, to a decrease in 
the free surface and, on the other, to an increase in the pressure of NO in the reaction mixture (at the 
expense of NO) (Fig. 27, curve 2). The combination of these two processes is likely to underlie the 
independence of 0NO on the concentration of oxygen. The independence of 0No and 0co on the concen- 
tration of oxygen explains the independence of selectivity on 02 content in the reaction mixture (Fig. 27, 
curve 6). 

Using the rate constants presented in Ref. [ 151] and surface coverages (Fig. 28) we can calculate 
Wco and WNo on Rh/A1203 on the basis of equations similar to (4.3). The values of reaction rates 
calculated in such a manner are presented in Fig. 27 (solid lines) together with the experimental results 
(points). It can be seen that the agreement is rather good. Fig. 29 shows similar data for Pt/AI203. 

We have studied the effect of 02 on the reaction rate over a Pt catalyst at 360°C. Fig. 29 shows the 
dependencies of Wco, WNO, Wo2 and DNCO obtained with the addition of 02 to the mixture containing 
1.2% CO and 1.8% NO. It can be seen that Wco and Wo2 increase continuously (curves 1,3), that WNO 
(curve 2) passes through a maximum, and that DNco constantly decreases (curve 4), which is evidence 
for the decrease in the concentration of isocyanate complex on the metal. 

The mechanism of the CO + NO reaction in the presence of 02 on a Pt catalyst was described in Ref. 
[ 155]. Using the values given in that paper for the rate constants of the stages one can calculate the 
values of Wco and WNo. It can be seen (Fig. 29, curves 1 and 2) that the calculated and experimental 
data are in good agreement. The physical meaning of such a result is as follows. Addition of 02 leads to 
an acceleration of the reaction of CO and 02. Because of this reaction, 0co is decreased, freeing sites for 
the adsorption and dissociation of NO and increasing ON and 0NO. Calculations show that WNo decreases 
because of the decreased coverage of the surface by CO molecules, and not because of a decreased rate 
of NO dissociation. 

On the Pd catalyst the relationships under discussion are of the same character, and therefore the same 
explanation can be used for them. The results obtained for Pt-Rh catalysts can be explained by the set of 
properties of Pt and Rh catalysts. 
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Thus there exist two ways for oxygen to influence on the CO + NO reaction. The first is by freeing 
active sites on the surface through the interaction of CO and 02. This is apparently characteristic of the 
catalysts on which all steps of the process occur on a single kind of site. On such catalysts, the drop in 
the rate of neutralization of NO with increasing oxygen concentration is due to the decreased coverage 
of the surface by CO molecules. 

The second way is due to a decrease of the free surface and, as a result, a decrease in the rate of NO 
dissociation. Such an effect of oxygen is characteristic of catalysts on which the reaction of CO and NO 
occurs on two kinds of sites. The decrease in WNO in this case is due to the decreased coverage of the 
surface by N atoms. Therefore, the catalyst that operates steadily in the presence of oxygen must be 
characterized by large values of the coverage of the surface by CO molecules and a rapid rate of NO 
dissociation. In view of what has been said above, it would seem useful in this context to create a Pt-Rh 
composite catalyst. 

It was mentioned above that Wco2 and the optical density of the carbonate complex absorption band 
change in parallel. According to the reaction scheme (4.1) Wco2 = kTSD148o/~. The data presented show 
that the increase of Wco2 on the addition of oxygen is accompanied by a decrease of D148o.  This is possible 
if oxygen takes part in the process of CO2 desorption. It was also noted that the observed carbonate 
complex is a charged molecule CO22-. It is quite probable that the transfer of charge from CO22- to an 
oxygen molecule with the subsequent desorption of the neutral CO2 molecule takes place via an associative 
substitution reaction. The results and their discussion show that the effect of oxygen on the CO + NO 
reaction on the supported Pt group metals is also described quite well on the basis of the isocyanate 
mechanism. 

4.6. Regularities of  the CO + NO interaction on supported metals 

The bulk of IR data on the CO and NO interaction reveals that in all cases the isocyanate complex is 
formed on the surface of supported metals. The 2260 c m -  t absorption band is assigned to the isocyanate 
complex localized on the support (A1203). Isocyanate complex cannot be formed on the support alone. 
It is formed on the metal atoms and then migrates to the support. The less intensive absorption band at 
2240 c m -  1 is assigned to the vibrations of isocyanate complex localized on metal atoms. The appropriate 
absorption band of NCO on metals is in the 2180-2240 range [ 117]. 

It should be noted that surface isocyanate compounds recorded under reaction conditions have a range 
of reactivity. Fig. 30 shows the dependence of the reaction rate on the optical density (DNco) of the 

cm 3 

m~n "9 

2O 

W 

I I " 0 = 2 2 6 0  cm -1 
I 
I 

10 o i 1 ~  " 

0.2 0 4 0.6 DNC o 

Fig. 30. Effect of  optical density of isocyanate complex absorption band on NO consumption rate. 
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isocyanate absorption band. The data were obtained on the surface of supported platinum. The reaction 
rate changes in parallel with DNco when the low-frequency form of NCO (on metal) is observed in situ. 
Following the change of the intensities of absorption bands of NCO on metal and on support, we find 
that the migration of NCO complex to the support starts after its concentration on the metal surface 
reaches a steady value. This value depends on the experimental conditions, pointing to the existence of 
reversed spillover (from the support to the metal). Then, on the metal surface, NCO interacts with NO 
molecules, giving N2 and CO2. We used these facts to determine the extinction coefficient of NCO which 
turned out to be 2.3.10-19 cm2/molecule. 

The carbonate complex (1480 cm -~) is also observed on the catalyst surface in situ. The optical 
density of its absorption band changes in parallel with the rate of the CO consumption when the concen- 
tration of reactants in the reactor changes. This band disappears if the reaction mixture flow is turned off. 

Thus we conclude that there are two reactive complexes at the catalyst surface: the isocyanate and the 
carbonate, and we suggest a reaction mechanism (Sections 4.2-4.5) for the CO and NO interaction in 
which both of these complexes are intermediates. It is shown that the dependence of the reaction rates 
and selectivity on the reaction mixture composition can be quantitatively described only on the base of 
this mechanism. 

However the question arises of why, in a complex system (CO, NO, O2), nitrogen atoms formed after 
NO dissociation do not recombine but react with a CO molecule, resulting in the formation of NCO. One 
possible reason is that nitrogen atoms cannot migrate along the surface if there are other molecules on it. 
For example, the temperature of recombinative nitrogen desorption from a Pt surface increases by about 
300°C in the presence of CO. 

In addition, there are some published data concerning the existence of the ~,f,~/co complex on the ± v ~ N O  
surface of platinum-group metals, which, after NO dissociation, can form the NCO complex. Further 
transformation of NCO results in molecular nitrogen. 

Thus, our complex spectrokinetic study enables us to establish the sequence of elementary steps in the 
CO + NO reaction on the surface of supported platinum-group metals. This sequence turns out to be the 
same for all catalysts studied. 

In conclusion, we present Table 4, which lists intermediates observed in the CO + NO reaction on 
metals. The degree of confidence in the cited data is also presented. 

5. CO and NO interaction on oxide systems 

5.1. CO and NO reaction on simple oxides 

Systematic study [ 166-168] of the reaction of CO and NO on a variety of oxide catalysts reveals the 
following sequence of activity: CuO > Co304 > Mn304 > Fe203 > NiO > Cr203 > ZnO(V2Os,TiO2) The 
reaction starts below 100°C. The main reaction products are N20 and CO2. The fraction of N20 in the 
reaction products decreases with concurrent increase of N2 concentration as the temperature increases. 
At constant temperature the relation between N2 and N20 in the reaction products depends on the contact 
time. 

Sazonova et al. [ 169], in their study of the change of electric conductivity and of electron work function 
at NO and N20 adsorption on oxides with electron (SnO2, TiOz, Fe203) and hole (NiO) conductivity, 
found that NO is adsorbed as NO- and NO +. The relation between these adsorbed forms is defined by 
the nature of the oxide and by temperature. The conductivity in a reaction process (NO + CO) points to 
the fact that the negatively charged form NO- takes part in the reaction. 
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Table 4 
Intermediates in CO + NO reaction on metals 
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Catalyst Intermediates Degree of reliability References 

Pt-foil COads, NOad~ H [ 97 ] 
Rh (100) COads, NOaa~ H [ 92 ] 
Rh(331 ) COaas, NOad~, Oaos M 193 ] 
Pd (110) NO~a.., CO,d~ M 198,99 ] 
Pt, Pd, Rh, lr/A1203 M-NCO L [ 103-105] 
Pt / SiO2, MgO, AlzO3, Pt-NCO, Support-NCO L [ 106 ] 
TiO2, Ru, Ni/SiO M-NCO L [ 112,113 ] 
Pt/SiO.. NO~ L [ 91 ] 
Rh/SiO2 Rh-NCO, SiO2-NCO, NO-, NO ~- , Rh-CO M I 117] 
Rh/AI203 Rh-NCO, A1203-NCO L [ 114] 

Rh(NO) (CO) L [138] 
Rh(CO)2, Rh-NO + , Rh-NO, Rh-NO-, Rh-CO, Rh2-CO. Rh--CN, L [ 130,139] 
A1203-NCO 

Pt-Rh/SiO2 Pt \ ~h/C=O, Rh-NCO M 1135] 
Pt-WO3 /SiO2 Pt-CO, Pt-NO, WOx--CO, NCO, NO~-, NO~- L I 137 ] 
Ru/ZnO Ru 2 +-NO, ZnO-NO, Ru-CO, Ru 2 ÷-CO, NCO, CO~ L 1140] 
Pt, Pd, Ru, Rh, Pt-Rh/AI203 M-NCO, M-CO, M-CO~- H ] 147] 
Ni/SiO~ Ni(NO)2, Ni-CO, Ni-NO2 M [ 144] 
Cu/A1.O3 Cu-CO, Cu+-CO, NCO L [ 145] 
Cu-Cr/AI203 Cua+NCO, Cu+ NCO, Cu+NO, Cr2+NO, Cu2+CO, Cu+CO L [ 146] 

Glazneva et al. have studied compounds on Fe203 using IR spectroscopy during the CO + NO reaction 
[ 170 ]. A group of absorption bands in the 1200-1700 cm-  1 range appears in the IR spectra. According 
to the authors, these surface complexes (carbonate-carboxylate, nitrate and nitrite) do not take part in 
the reaction. Only the adsorbed NO ( 1810 cm-  1) is active. Low intensity bands at 2210 and 2240 c m -  l 
were also recorded in the spectra. These were assigned to the vibration of the N20 molecule. In fact, the 
intensity of these bands increases both upon N20 addition to the cell and N20 feed to the initial reaction 
mixture. 

Solimosi and Rasco [ 173,174] have carried out a comparative study of supported and unsupported 
chromium oxide. The NCO complex was found on the catalyst supported on A1203, with simultaneous 
adsorption of CO and NO. The position of the NCO absorption bands (2262-2242 cm-  ~ ) agrees very 
closely with that for metal supported on A1203. On this basis those bands were assigned to the vibrations 
in NCO localized over the support. One more strong band (2210 cm-  1 is observed in the spectra. This 
band has the following features. The band is formed at 350°C, and its intensity increases up to 450°C. 
The intensity of the band depends on the gas phase composition. It can be observed only in the presence 
of excess CO. It is stable below 200°C and quickly disappears from the spectrum above this temperature. 
The addition of a small amount of water causes its disappearance. The adsorption of CO and NO isotopes 
as well as HNCO adsorption were used by the authors to prove that the 2210 cm-  1 band belongs to the 
vibrations of the surface isocyanate complex Cr-NCO. Thus, for oxide systems migration of NCO 
complex from metal ions to support is also possible. The migration rate depends on the nature of the 
support. 

Lochov et al. [ 171,172] have studied the interaction of NO and CO over copper oxide supported on 
A1203 and SIO2. Upon CO adsorption, carbonate-carboxylate complexes (1200-1650 c m - ' ,  CO2aas 
(2350, 2370 c m -  1) and CO, bound to reduced ions (Cu ÷-CO, 2130 cm-1)  are recorded in the spectra. 
NO adsorption results in the formation of nitrite-nitrate structures ( 1200-1660 cm - 1 ) and NO complexes 
bound to Cu 2+ ions (1880 cm-1) .  The formation of Cu+-NO complexes (1740-1780 cm -1 ) is also 
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possible. Upon the adsorption of a mixture of CO and NO, absorption bands at 2130 cm-  1 (Cu+.. . .CO), 
1880 and 1780 cm -1 (Cu2+-NO and Cu÷-NO)  are recorded, as well as bands at 2270, 2240 and 2140 
cm -  1, which are assigned to the vibration of isocyanate complex. Its role in the reaction is not discussed. 
On the basis of the spectral data, the authors suggested a scheme for the CO-NO reaction in which the 
Cu ÷-NO complex is an intermediate. 

N--O 

Cu + Cu + + NO ~ Clu + Cu + 

N--O 02- 

c~o + co + + . o  ~ c~ ~ ~co ~ + N20 

Cu + Cu + + N20 

0 
Cu 2+/ Ncu 2+ + CO ~ Cu + Cu++ C02 

02 -  

02- 

Cu 2.,/ \ c J  + ÷ NO ~_. 

Cu + Cu + + CO 

02- 
z * /  \ 2+ 

Cu Cu + NO 

Cu + Cu 4" + NO 2 

CU + Cu + CO 

02-  

Ct~ +/' \ C J + N O  

By following the change of the 1780 cm-1 absorption band intensity with NO pressure the authors 
[ 171,172] show that N20 is formed by the interaction of adsorbed and gaseous NO: 

NOads + NO ~ N20 + Oad s. 

London and Bell [ 175] have studied CO, CO2, NO, N20, NO2 and N2 adsorption on CuO/SiO2. The 
data obtained are used in the assignment of bands in spectra observed in the CO-NO reaction. The infrared 
study of Osmanov et al. [ 176] showed that on a Cu-Cr catalyst the CO + NO reaction proceeds via the 
following steps: 

Cu +-NO + 2Cu ÷ ~ Cu / +-N-  + 2Cu 2 + + O- 

1775,1710 c m -  1 
2 0 o c  

Cu 2 ÷ - N -  + CO ~ Cu / ÷ - N C O -  (2195 cm-  1 ) 

C u 2 + - N C O  - + N O  ~ N 2 + C O 2 + C u  + 

20oC 

Cu2+-NCO - + N20 ~ does not react. 

This scheme can explain the observed poisoning of the CO-NOz reaction on the addition of NO. 
The NCO complex was also observed in the CO-NO reaction on LaMO, where M = Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, 

Ni [ 177]. 
The NzO + CO reaction on MgO was studied by IR emission spectroscopy and the response method 

[ 178]. An intermediate formate complex, formed with the help of OH group was observed. This trans- 
forms further according to the reaction: 

H C O O -  + N20 ~ CO2 + N2 + O H - .  
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On the surface of redox catalysts, the N20 + CO reaction proceeds by surface oxidation followed by 

reduction. 
It should be noted that all the studies cited were performed under conditions far away from that of a 

real catalytic reaction. Nevertheless their results are in a good agreement with the suggestion about an 
intermediate character of adsorbed NO in N20 + CO reaction that was made in catalytic studies. 

The formation of NCO complex on oxide systems is not regular. According published data, it has very 
weak absorption bands (if it is observed at all). It should be noted that most of the studies were performed 
under vacuum conditions. In this case some part of the oxide surface may be reduced. For example, 
Solymosi and Rasco [ 174] treated the sample under vacuum conditions and in hydrogen. It is natural to 
expect that the oxide surface is reduced after such a treatment. In fact, the observed NCO absorption 
bands (2210 cm-1) practically coincide with that of NCO on metals. Thus NCO formation on oxides 
appears to be due their partial reduction. NO dissociation on metal atoms is much more probable than on 
ions. 

Morrison and Thornton [ 179] have studied the mechanism of NCO formation on a SnO2-CuO catalyst. 
Using the isotope exchange technique they showed that oxygen in NCO came rather from the NO molecule 
than from CO. In other words, there is a dissociative CO adsorption on oxides: 

2Z + CO ~ Z-C + Z-O 

Z-C + NO ~ ZCNO 

ZCNO ~ ZNCO. 

It should be noted that there are not so many studies in which the reaction rate and the rate of surface 
compounds transformation were measured at the same time. Among them, for example,is the investigation 
on a CuO/SiO2 catalyst carried out by London and Bell [ 180]. Comparing spectral and kinetic data, 
authors suggested the reaction mechanism where adsorbed NO was an intermediate in the formation of 
N2. Under reaction conditions weak absorption bands of isocyanate complex were observed, pointing to 
dissociative NO adsorption: 

Cu + NO ~ ~ Cu-NO 

Cu-NO + Cu + ~ Cu-N + Cu 2 + - O -  

Cu + + CO , ~ Cu +-CO 

Cu-N + NO ~ Cu + N20 

Cu + N20 ~ ~ Cu--ONN 

Cu-ONN ~ Cu + - 0 -  + N2 

Cu 2 + -O - + CO ' )  Cu + -[- CO 2 

Cu + - O -  + CO ~ Cu + CO2 

Cu-N + CO ~ Cu + -NCO- .  

As can be seen from the scheme, several different adsorption sites exist on the surface: Cu, Cu +, Cu 2 +. 
NO dissociates and NCO forms on the reduced surface sites. 

A very similar investigation was performed by Shin et al. [ 181 ] on a Cr203/SiO 2 catalyst. They 
measured catalytic activity simultaneously with recording IR spectra in a gradientless cell reactor. A 
correlation was found between CO2 formation rate and the 1735 cm-1 absorption band intensity. This 



52 V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 

band is due to vibrations of the NO molecule adsorbed as nitrosyl. The following scheme was suggested: 

* + N O  ~ * - N O  

* - N O + C O  -o * - N + C O 2  

* - N  + N O  ~ * + N20 

2 ( * - N )  -o N 2 + 2 " ,  

where • is an active surface site. 
NCO complex was not observed under reaction conditions. The formed N20 does not decompose and, 

hence, the catalyst has a great selectivity for N20 formation. 
Garrone at al. [ 182] showed that N2 and CO2 formation can proceed via an intermediate (CO * NO) 

complex. 
Thus it can be seen that a consensus exists among all authors mentioned above on at least two 

conclusions: NOads is an intermediate in N20 formation and N2Oads is an intermediate in N2 formation. 
However, several opinions exist on the way in which NO~ds transforms to N20. The most popular of them 
are: 

NOrris + NO ~ N20 + Oad s 

Nad s + NO -o N 2 0  

Nad s + NOad s -'-') N 2 0  + Oad s. 

Also, there is no consensus on how N20 transforms to N2. The following routes are usually mentioned 
as possible ones: N2Oads + CO ~ N2 + CO2, N20~d~ ~ N2 + Oad~. 

5.2. Spectrokinetic study of CO + NO interaction on spinel systems 

The CO + NO reaction on the surface of CuCo204, both supported on alumina and unsupported, was 
investigated by the spectrokinetic method [ 183]. The cell reactor shown in Fig. 2 was used. Adsorption 
of NO + CO at room temperature caused no changes in the region of stretching vibrations of NO and CO. 
In the low-frequency region, broad bands at 1330-1350 cm-  1 and 1420 cm-  1 appeared at the beginning 
of adsorption. Initially, they increased in intensity with time, the low frequency band becoming broader 
and shifting its maximum to 1320-1330 cm-  1; a barely discernible band appeared at 1520 c m -  1. After 
about 90 min the band intensities reached their maxima and remained constant. Similar results were 
obtained when the catalyst was treated with the same mixture at 55 and 90°C. However, in this case the 
1330-1350 cm-~ band underwent an earlier shift. The spectral changes recorded at 55°C are shown in 
Fig. 31. After the band intensities had reached their maxima at 25°C (Fig. 31), a further increase of 
temperature up to 450°C caused the following changes in spectra: 

- -  at 50°C the 1330 cm-1 absorption band is shifted to 1320 cm-1, its intensity and the intensity of 
1420 c m -  l band decrease; 

- -  at 130°C the band at 1420 cm-1 disappears; 
- -  at 200°C the band at 1320 cm-  1 is shifted to 1300 cm-  1, that at 1520 cm-  1 disappears, after which 

a new band at 1560 cm -1 appears. The bands at 1300 and 1560 cm -1 disappear simultaneously at 
temperatures above 360°C. 

Fig. 32 presents the consumption and evolution of NO and CO and spectral changes versus time for a 
stepwise heating of the catalyst in a CO + NO mixture. As can be seen from Fig. 32, introduction of the 
reaction mixture leads to consumption of both CO and NO from the gas phase, followed by an increase 
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Fig. 3 l. IR spectra after CO + NO adsorption on CuCo204/Al203 (flow reactor) at (a) T= 55°C, time interval = 10 min; (b) temperature 
increase. 

in band intensities in the 1300-1600 cm-  t region. When the temperature is abruptly increased to 190°C, 
NO evolves into the gas phase. After a maximum rate of NO evolution is reached, the catalyst begins to 
consume CO. Simultaneously, the 1420 cm-  ~ band intensity decreases gradually until a constant value 
is reached after evolution of the main part of the NO. Further step-wise increases in temperature result in 
an additional consumption of CO. Above 250°C, consumption of NO occurs once again. It should be 
noted that in all cases when the catalyst was heated in a mixture of NO + CO, no bands were observed in 
the high-frequency region, which probably indicates the absence of any high concentration of adsorbed 
NO and CO, as well as of isocyanate complexes. 
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Fig. 32. IR spectra after CO + NO adsorption on CuCo204/AlzO 3 (flow reactor) with a linear temperature increase. 
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We consider the structure of the adsorbed complexes we have been observed. Regardless of whether 
the high-temperature pretreatment of the catalyst was accompanied by an oxidation in a flow of NO or 
by a reduction in a flow of CO, the IR spectra show no absorption bands at above 1700 cm-1. This 
indicates that complexes of the type M n +-NO are not formed. The fact that the bands at 1350 and 1420 
cm-~ appear indicates that a bond is formed between NO and a surface oxygen atom. The absence of 
bands in the region of 1500-1600 c m -  ~, where NO3 groups absorb, shows that NO is not oxidized to 
nitrate structures during adsorption. In addition, the absence of N 2, N20 and NO 2 peaks in the TPD 
spectra indicates that NO does not dissociate during adsorption and catalyst heating. London and Bell 
[ 175] observed similar IR bands during NO adsorption and assigned them to surface nitro- and nitrite 
groups. On this basis, it can be assumed that NO (also in our experiment) is observed as nitro- and nitrite 
species, which are decomposed at high temperature, resulting in NO evolution to the gas phase. We have 
assumed these surface structures to be of the types 1-111 described by Nakamoto [ 12] : 

% % 
,'" o -%o Y 

o \ M  / /O N 
I M M 

M 

I rr III 

It is interesting that the 2130 c m -  ~ band appeared during CO adsorption at temperatures below 230°C 
only after high-temperature (450°C) treatment of the catalyst in a CO atmosphere. As noted by Lokhov 
and Davydov [ 171 ], no bands corresponding to Cu2+-CO complexes were observed during adsorption 
of CO over CuY zeolites, CuO/Al203, CuCr204 and CuC12 at > 20°C. The 2130 c m -  ~ band was attributed 
by these authors to CO adsorbed on partially reduced surface centers, resulting in the formation of Cu +-  
CO complexes. London and Bell [ 175] ascribed the 2130 cm-~ band which appeared after adsorption 
of CO on CuO/SiO2 to CO attached to the copper sites present in a nonstoichiometric CuO phase. Thus, 
in our case the 2130 cm - l  band can be associated with Cu+-CO complexes appearing during CO 
adsorption on partially reduced sites. 

The low-temperature bands appearing during cooling of the catalyst in a CO atmosphere after high- 
temperature treatment, can be due to bicarbonate and formate ions, formed from the interaction between 
CO and hydroxyl groups. The 1320 and 1540 cm-~ bands which were observed during admission of 
CO2 at temperatures above 140°C can be assigned to surface carboxylate ions. The difference between 
the IR spectrum obtained for a mixture of CO2 + O2 and those for the individual adsorption of CO and 
CO2 shows that a catalytic process occurs on the catalyst surface, even at room temperature. The 1360 
and 1440 c m -  ~ bands may be assigned to carbonate structures formed during the course of CO oxidation. 
The changes observed in a CO + 02 atmosphere with increasing temperature may be due to decomposition 
of a part of these surface structures. The bands at 1330 and 1570 c m -  ~ found in spectra above 100°C are 
associated with carboxylate complexes formed in the catalytic reaction. 

The intense bands which appear in the low-frequency region at 1300-1700 c m -  1 after adsorption of a 
mixture of NO + CO may be due either to surface structures formed as a result of a catalytic reaction and 
accumulated on the surface, or to surface intermediate complexes. 

We follow the latter point of view, because: 
(1) the bands observed differ considerably in position, intensity and behavior from those obtained 

during the adsorption of CO2 and CO + 02. This indicates that the surface species corresponding to these 
bands are not the products of CO auto-oxidation; 

(2) the evolution of NO in the gas phase is accompanied by a decrease in intensity of the bands at 
1350 and 1420 c m -  ~, and no bands are observed for M" +-NO structures; 
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(3) the characteristics of the TPD spectra for the individual adsorption of NO and CO and for the 
adsorption of a NO + CO mixture are substantially different. There are at least three types of sites on the 
surface, two of them adsorbing only NO or CO. Competitive CO + NO adsorption and, hence, their 
interaction can proceed on the third one. 

Thus the bands at 1330 and 1420 cm-1 which appeared initially at low temperatures can be attributed 
to CO * NO complexes formed in the mutually promoted adsorption of CO and NO. We propose the 
following structures for these complexes: 

° 
II °% ,'°x",, 

/ C \  N \  L, ~'~ 

', 'i " "o ~ "o " " / 0  O\ 0\ \~M / / 0  /Ox, 
M M M M M M 

I II ]]Z 

The interaction in the CO* NO complexes leads to breakage of the nitrogen-oxygen bond in NO and the 
formation of carbonate structures at room temperature. CO2 evolves from the carbonate species upon 
decomposition and the bands at 1320 and 1520 cm -1 appear. This is confirmed by the fact that the 
temperature range in which these structure exist (20-200°C) corresponds to the temperature range in 
which CO2 and N2 are evolved in TPR spectra. An increase in temperature leads to an increase in the 
interaction in the CO * NO complexes: the intensity of the bands at 1330-1350 and 1420 cm-~ rapidly 
decreases while that of the bands at 1320 and 1520 cm- 1 increases. The fact that the TPR spectra indicate 
simultaneous evolution of both reaction products and reagents in the temperature range 20-200°C, and 
that these processes end simultaneously, suggest that: (i) part of the surface CO * NO complexes are 
decomposed to CO and NO, and (ii) the desorption of products cannot be the rate-limiting step. We 
suppose that the interaction between CO and NO at low temperature (20-200°C) proceeds according to 
the following scheme: 

NO gas CO gas N20 gas CO2 gos 

tl tl 
NO ads + CO ads ~ ~ C O - N O  ~ N20 ads + CO 2 ads  

It should noted that there were no bands indicating the existence of isocyanate complex in the IR 
spectra in spite of the favorable CO:NO ratio. It is possible that surface isocyanate, formed from CO * NO 
complex, transforms quickly into N2. Its stationary concentration at the surface is small and it cannot be 
observed by the spectral method. The reaction of N2 formation through the isocyanate complex is likely 
to be dominant at high temperatures. 

5.3. NO + CO interaction over supported copper oxide 

We have studied the CO + NO reaction over a alumina-supported 10 wt.-% CuO catalyst [ 184,185] 
(surface area 80 m2/g). The Cu-containing systems could not be investigated by the spectrokinetic 
method using traditional absorption IR spectroscopy because of the low sample transmission. That is 
why diffuse reflectance spectroscopy was used (Section 2). We measured the consumption rates of CO 
and NO and the formation rate of N20 simultaneously with optical densities of IR bands of surface 
structures versus CO and NO concentration and temperature. The results are presented in Figs. 33-37. 
Intense IR bands at 2130 and 2250 cm-  1 are observed in the spectra obtained under reaction conditions. 
According to Ref. [ 172] the 2130 cm- 1 band may be assigned to the absorption of CO bound with 
reduced copper ions Cu +-CO (carbonyl structure), while that at 2250 cm- ] is assigned to the absorption 
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Fig. 33. CO (1-3) and NO (4,5) consumption rate, N20 formation rate (7-10) versus CO concentration at various temperatures (0.45 vol.-% 
NO). 

of isocyanate complex localized on the support [ 103 ]. Furthermore, carboxylate ( 1600 and 1380 c m -  ~ ) 
and nitrate ( 1550 and 1300 c m -  ] ) complexes were observed on the catalytic surface. 

To elucidate the reactivity of surface compounds observed in CO oxidation and in the reaction of CO 
and NO, the catalyst was treated with flowing of reaction mixture ( C O + N O )  at a predetermined 
temperature. Carbonyl, carboxylate and nitrate complexes thereby accumulated on its surface. After a 
steady state was reached, the flowing reaction mixture was replaced by a flow containing NO or CO. The 
intensity of the IR bands of the surface complexes thereby decreased, and the time dependencies of optical 
density (D) of surface complexes and of CO2 formation rate were obtained at the given temperature. A 
typical result for a copper-containing catalyst is shown in Fig. 34. Linearizing the spectral curve in 
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Fig. 34. Time dependencies of CO2 formation rate ( 1 ) and of optical density of carboxylate absorption band (2), as well as treatment of (2) 
according to first-order equation after turning off CO from the reaction mixture over 10% Cu/AI203 at 340°C. 
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Fig. 35. Effect of CO concentration on optical density of carbonyl complex absorption band at various temperatures: 1,200°C; 2, 250°C; 3, 
300°C. 
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Fig. 36. Effect of CO concentration on optical density of isocyanate complex absorption band at various temperatures: 1,200°C; 2, 250°C; 3, 
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Fig. 37. Effect of NO concentration on optical density of carbonyl complex absorption band at various temperatures: 1,200°C; 2, 250°C; 3, 
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accordance with the first-order kinetic equation we obtain the effective rate constants for the reaction of 
surface complexes with 02 or NO. Knowing the rate constants at various temperatures, we calculate the 
activation energy. Carbonyl reactivity was studied in the range 50-200°C, and carboxylate and nitrate 
reactivity at 300--450°C. Carbonyl complexes were found to be highly reactive. They disappear from the 
spectra very quickly and have a rather small activation energy ( < 8 kJ/mol). 

Carboxylate complexes do not react with NO. In flowing NO the relevant band (1600 cm-1) hardly 
changes, while simultaneously intense nitrate absorption bands appear. Evidently, carboxylate complexes 
do not react with CO and NO over the test catalyst. 

A similar conclusion could be drawn concerning nitrate complexes. The IR bands practically do not 
change when the sample is in a CO atmosphere, which is why attention in further investigations was paid 
to carbonyl and isocyanate complexes and their role in the reaction. Figs. 35 and 36 present the optical 
density of carbonyl and isocyanate absorption bands versus temperature and CO concentration (at constant 
NO concentration of 0.45 vol.-%). It can be seen from Fig. 36 that the D value of isocyanate complex 
increases with increasing temperature. Another relationship was observed for the carbonyl structure: D 
decreases with increasing temperature and at 300°C the band practically disappears from the spectra (Fig. 
35). These relationships were typical for the ratio [CO]:[NO] > 1. 

It can be seen from Figs. 33, 35 and 36 that when CO concentration in the reaction mixture increases: 
( 1 ) the rates of CO and NO consumption increase up to some value, and then practically stop changing; 
(2) the rate of N20 formation passes through a maximum; 
(3) the intensity of IR bands of carbonyl and isocyanate complexes increases. 
At constant CO concentration in the gas phase ( [ CO ] = 1.35 vol.-%), the intensity of carbonyl bands 

decreases with increasing temperature (Fig. 37). No IR bands of isocyanate complex are observed in 
this case. It can also be seen that when the NO concentration in gas mixture increases: 

(1) the NO consumption rate passes through its maximum value, reaching this value at about 1.4- 
1.5% of NO in the gas mixture; 

(2) the CO consumption rate increases and remains constant after [NO] > 1.5% when temperature 
> 350°C and begins to fall at temperatures < 350°C; 

(3) the N20 formation rate passes through its maximum value, reaching it at lesser NO concentrations 
and at lower temperatures; 

(4) the optical density of bands due to carbonyl complexes passes through its maximum, the value of 
which decreases and the position shifts to higher NO concentration at higher temperatures (cFig. 37). 

We failed to observe bands attributed to nitrosyl complexes (Cu÷-NO, Cu2+-NO, Cu-NO) in the 
spectra of these catalysts, although the existence of isocyanate complexes at the surface as well as the 
measurement of NO adsorption showed that NO adsorption occurs, the amount of adsorbed NO being 
quite large. These facts could be explained by assuming the formation of surface complexes without any 
characteristic N-O vibration. The structure of such complexes has been presented above (Section 5.2). 
CO and NO molecules participate in redox processes on the catalytic surface. When the surface is oxidized 
by NO molecules, the conversion of Cu ÷ ions into Cu 2+ ions may occur. NO molecules are bound to 
surface oxygen ions, leaving Cu 2 + ions free. However, at reaction temperature CO molecules are not 
adsorbed on Cu 2+ ions. Formally, such a process can be explained by competitive adsorption of CO and 
NO on the surface sites. Notice that the oxidation of CO by oxygen occurs concurrently with an interaction 
between CO and NO. There are at least two sources of oxygen in the reaction system: 02 as an impurity 
in the reaction flow and surface oxygen of the catalyst. At elevated temperature, the catalyst readily loses 
oxygen, the Cu 2+ ions being converted into Cu + and Cu °. 

Copper ions in different states exist on the surface under reaction conditions. The presence of an 
isocyanate complex band in the IR spectra of samples confirms the existence of Cu ° (the dissociation of 
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NO proceeds effectively over them). The presence of Cu ÷ ions is evident from the appearance of a Cu + -  
CO complex band in the spectra. Cu 2 ÷ ions in the catalyst were observed by diffuse reflectance spec- 
troscopy in the visible region. It appears that the distribution of copper ions in different states changes 
depending on temperature and CO and NO concentration in the gas phase. The degree of sample reduction 
was checked by reference to the optical density of the 2130 cm-~ band of carbonyl complex (D2130). 
This value was determined in the following way: after spectrokinetic measurement, the sample was cooled 
to room temperature in flowing inert gas, then CO was adsorbed. The D2130 value obtained was indicative 
of the fraction of copper ions in the Cu + state. It turns out that D2130 value passes through maximum 
with increasing temperature in a reaction mixture of constant composition or with increasing CO content 
in the mixture. This means that Cu 2+ ions can be quite easily reduced to Cu ÷ and then to Cu °. This is 
just the process that can explain the dependence of D2130 on NO concentration in the gas phase. The data 
presented allow us to conclude that at high temperatures and CO concentrations, copper ions on the 
catalyst surface exist mainly in the Cu ° and Cu ÷ states, whereas at low temperatures and high NO 
concentrations the Cu 2 + and Cu ÷ predominate. 

The data obtained indicate the occurrence of two reactions between CO and NO. At relatively low 
temperatures and CO concentration ( [CO] / [NO] < 1 ) the interaction between adsorbed NO molecules 
results in the formation of N20 in the gas phase and oxygen atoms on the surface. These atoms react with 
adsorbed CO molecules giving CO2 in the gas phase. 

At high temperatures and CO concentrations ( [ CO ] / [ NO] > 1 ) the degree of reduction of the surface 
increases; i.e. the NO dissociation rate increases. By interacting with adsorbed CO molecules, nitrogen 
atoms form isocyanate complexes, which react with adsorbed NO, giving N2. It should be noted that a 
similar mechanism was proposed for the CO + NO reaction on Cu-Co spinel (Section 5.2). 

The above discussion can be summarized in the following scheme, describing the main features of the 
interaction between CO and NO on supported Cu-containing catalysts: 

1. Cu + + C O ~ C u + - C O  
2. Z +  N O ~  Z-NO 
3 .2Z-NO --* Z-N20  + Z-O 
4. Z-N20 --* N20 + Z 
5. Z -O + Cu +-CO--* CO2 + Z + Cu + 

6. Cu + Z-NO --* Cu-N + Z-O 
7. Cu-N + Cu +---CO --* Cu-NCO + Cu + 
8. Cu-NCO + Z-NO ~ N2 + CO2 + Cu + Z 
9. Z-N20 + Cu + --CO ~ N2 + CO2 + Cu + + Z 

Here Z denotes center of NO adsorption. 
The scheme takes account of NO adsorption in a form that is inactive in the IR region, as well as the 

fact that various reactions occur at the surface at various degrees of reduction. On the catalyst surfaces 
with a high degree of reduction (large fraction of copper metal atoms at the surface) CO and NO interact 
effectively, giving molecular nitrogen. In this case, as for Pt group metals, isocyanate complex is an 
intermediate. 

To support this scheme we can compare the conversion rate of surface compounds with the formation 
rate of CO oxidation products. If CO2 is formed via carboxylate, the CO2 formation rate in an excess of 
02 can be described by Wco2 = kNcoo-, where k is the effective rate constant of carboxylate conversion 
and Ncoo-  is the amount of carboxylate complex on the surface. The k and Ncoo- values can be determined 
from spectrokinetic measurement. Indeed, from the known ratio D -- eN/S, it follows that N = DS/~. Here 
D is the optical density of the respective band, E is the extinction coefficient, and S is the geometrical 
sample surface in cm 2. According to published data [ 186,187 ], e = 6.10-19 cm2/molecule for carbox- 
ylate and is 2- 10- ~8 cm2/molecule for carbonyl. The value of k found by linearization of curve 2 (Fig. 
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Table 5 
Intermediates in CO-NO reaction on oxide catalysts 

Catalyst Intermediates Degree of reliability References 

Fe203 NO~s L [ 170 ] 
CuO/A1203, CuO/SiOz Cu + NO L [ 171,172 ] 
Cr203, Cr203 / SiO2 NCO L [ 173,174 ] 
Cu-Cr-O/AI203 Cu2 +NCO, Cu +NCO, Cu+NO, Cu2+CO, Cu2+NO, Cu+CO L [ 176] 
LaMO 3 (M = Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni) NCO L [ 177 ] 
MgO (N20 + CO) HCOO- M [ 178 ] 
SnO2-CuO NCO M [ 179 ] 
CuO/SiO2 NCO M [ 180 l 
Cr203/SiO 2 Cr(NO)2 M [ 181 ] 
Cr203/SiO 2 CO* NO M [ 182] 
Cu-Co-O/A1203 COad~, CO * NO H [ 183 ] 
CuO/AI203 Cu + -CO, Cu-NCO H [ 184,185 ] 

34) in coordinates of a first-order equation is 0.13 min-1. Simple calculation shows that the rate of 
carboxylate decomposition is about three orders of magnitude less than the rate of CO2 formation: at 
340°C Wco2 = 2.6.1019 molecules/min, as well as Wcoo-=kDS/E=2.1016 molecules/min. For car- 
bonyl complex, however, the agreement of the rates is rather good: at 100°C Wco2 = 5.1017 molecules/ 
min, and the CO2 formation rate via carbonyl complex is 2.3.1017 molecules/min (Dco=0.1 and the 
conversion constant of the carbonyl is 1 min-  1 at this temperature). 

These calculations also confirm that the CO + NO reaction proceeds via the carbonyl as an intermediate 
over Cu-containing systems. 

The bulk of data on intermediates in the CO + NO reaction over oxide catalysts is presented in 
Table 5. 

5.4. Some regularities of the surface steps proceeding in the CO-NO reaction on metals and oxides 

On the basis of the data presented we can conclude that the catalytic properties of metals and oxides 
are different. Metals are more active. N2, CO2 and N20 are the main reaction products. Oxide are less 
active, but can work at lower temperatures than metals. The main reaction products are N20 and CO2. At 
still higher temperatures, N20 decomposes to N2 and 02. 

The systematic spectrokinetic study carded out on various reaction mixture compositions and temper- 
atures reveals that, under reaction conditions CO~,  NOah, as well as isocyanate (NCO) and carbonate 
(CO22 - ) complexes exist on the surface of supported Pt-group metals. NCO complex is an intermediate 
in the reaction of N2 formation. It is formed when an adsorbed nitrogen atom reacts with adsorbed CO 
and then decomposes, reacting with adsorbed NO. Carbonate complex is a precursor of gaseous CO2 
formation. N20 is formed via the following reaction: 

NOads + Na~s ---' N20. 

Thus, the sequence of steps leading to the formation of N2 includes CO and NO adsorption, NO 
dissociation and NCO formation. 

Over oxides in the low temperature region the main product of the NO--CO reaction is/420. Adsorbed 
NO, CO molecules as well as CO* NO complexes are found to exist by spectral measurements at the 
surface. These complexes have been established as intermediates in the formation of N20. In the high 
temperature region the degree of reduction of the sample surface increases and an additional route for N2 
formation appears. Isocyanate complexes are recorded in the IR spectra of samples. According to spec- 
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trokinetic measurements, NCO complex is an intermediate in this case. Its formation possibly occurs 
after NO dissociation over reduced surface sites. 

To summarize, the reaction mechanism changes with increasing temperature. At low temperature, 
carbonyl complex is observed on the surface, and N20 and CO2 are the main products. At high temperature, 
NCO is formed on the surface, N2 and CO2 being the main reaction products. 

It is possible to construct one reaction scheme for all the catalytic systems studied. CO and NO 
adsorption results in the formation of a CO * NO complex on the surface, CO,as being an intermediate 
over supported CuO catalysts, NO.,ds over simple oxides and CO * NO complex over Cu-Co spinel. The 
subsequent reaction path depends on the possibility of NO dissociation. Over metals, where it is rather 
high, atomic nitrogen is formed, reacts with adsorbed CO resulting in NCO, and further formation of N2 
and CO2. On oxides, where NO dissociation is not so likely, transformation of the CO * NO complex 
results in the formation of N20. 

In other words, the basic difference between metal and oxide catalysts concerning their activity in the 
CO-NO reaction lies in their different ability to dissociate NO. On metal surfaces this process proceeds 
rather well, so metal catalysts are more active than oxides and spinels. 

6. NOx reduction over copper-containing zeolites 

6.1. NO reduction by hydrocarbons 

The recent discovery of the selective reduction of NOx to nitrogen by hydrocarbons in lean mixtures 
(i.e. in mixtures with an excess of oxygen, as in the exhaust gases of Diesel engines) on zeolite catalyst 
Cu-ZSM5 [ 188] initiated a series of investigations devoted to this reaction and to the decomposition of 
NO over zeolites. The state of the copper in the zeolite catalyst was studied by ESR, ESCA, Auger and 
1R spectroscopy [188-192], and was found to be Cu 2÷ and Cu t ,  the later prevailing under reaction 
conditions. According to Ref. [ 188,192 ], the following reaction occurs: 

2CuOH + ~ ~ [ Cu--O--Cu ] 2 + + H20. 

However, the formation of double clusters of copper is doubtful, because of the considerable distance 
between H ÷ ions in H-ZSM5 zeolite. The following mechanism of autoreduction with formation of free 
radical sites was suggested by Larson et al. [ 190] : 

Cu 2 + OH-  = Cu 2 + + O H  

Cu z ÷ OH-  + O H  = Cu 2 ÷ O -  + HzO. 

According to this scheme, water oxidizes Cu t sites. It is known that water is a poison in the 
NO + hydrocarbon reaction in the presence of oxygen. Therefore, Cu ÷ sites are active sites under catalytic 
conditions. 

NO decomposition on Cu-ZSM5 proceeds at the same temperature as NO reduction by hydrocarbons. 
NO decomposition has been studied by spectral methods [ 188-190,193-195]. In practically all studies 
dinitrosyl complexes on Cu t were observed to form. Their subsequent transformation could be as follows 
[192]: 

Cu + 
+NO NO O- +NO O- NO NO 

c~ +/ . = c ~ /  ~ c~ */  ~ c ~  
-NO ~NO ~N20 -NaO ~xNO ~'N02 
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Fig. 38. Quantity of Cu 2+ ions (1), Cu + ions (2) and of Cu associates (3) as well as NO conversion at 600°C (4) versus total quantity of 
copper in oxidized samples. 

Decomposition of the last complex results in the formation of nitrogen and oxygen. 
After the NO decomposition, NO 8-,  ( N O ) I -  complexes on Cu ÷ and NO 8+ on Cu 2÷ were found 

[ 194]. During the reaction the intensity of IR bands of NO 8-,  and ( N O ) I -  decreases, while that of 
NO ~÷ increases. Also, NOr,  NO2 and associative (NO2" NO) complexes were found [ 195]. The last- 
named complexes are formed by the reaction: 

N2Oads + NOads ~ N O 2 "  N O  ~ O,~ds + N2 4- 0 2. 

At room temperature, upon NO adsorption on Cu-ZSM5 [ 190], bands of C u 2 + - N - = N  (2156 c m -  ~), 
Cu E + -NO ( 1910 cm - 1 ), Cu +-NO ( 1811 cm - 1 ), Cu + (NO) 2 ( 1734, 1827 cm - 1 ) and Cu 2 + - O - N = O  
( 1631 c m -  1) were observed in the IR spectra. At high temperature, as NO decomposition commenced, 
Cu2+-NO2 (2130 cm- 1), Cu2+-NO (1910 cm -1) , ~,,..,u t ' 1 '  2+/O~K.I~O/.t,~___,,jC~-- (1502 cm- 1), CU2+-NO (1811 
cm-  1) and Cu 2 ÷ - O - N = O  ( 1616, 1540, 1574 c m -  I ) bands were found. The following mechanism of 
complex transformation and NO decomposition is suggested [ 190]: 

o 
_ +/%, 

Cu2+O - + NO ~ L . u - -  t N 
" \6y 

c+/O\ cd_/o 
u , .  ] N  + NO ~ "~,~N-N=O 

6z \0-7 

0 Cu2+/O-+ N20 c~. / "%N-N=O .--" \ o  
No';/ 

Cu "1" + N20 ~ Cu2+O - t N 2 

C~ ÷/0- ~ Cu++ 02 
\ 0  

Cu 2÷/0 NO ~ Cu ~N=,J 
\0 + \ 0  "y 
0 ~2+/ ,,k _ 

L,U , 'N=O ~ Cu2+O - + NO2 %,× 
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The mechanism of the NO + hydrocarbon reaction in the presence of oxygen was studied by a spectral 
technique [196-202]. Propene, propane [198] and isobutene [202] were used as reducing agents. 
Intermediates of hydrocarbons are not so well understood as NO forms. According to TAP reactor 
experiments (temporal analysis of products) [ 197], it is possible that coke is formed as an intermediate 
in this reaction. For example, during the reaction of C3H6 + NO, on Cu-ZSM5 in the presence or absence 
of oxygen, coke is formed, which then participates in the NOx reduction, and is more active in the presence 
of oxygen. Zeolite possibly helps coke to form and maintains copper in the Cu + state. 

In some cases isocyanate and cyanide complexes were found to be formed under the reaction conditions 
[199-201]. They can be bound with Cu atoms as well as with A1 in zeolite. The reaction proceeds 
according to the following scheme [ 200]: 

CAH,. + S ( ' C,Hy,a~ 

CxHy,ads 4- 02 -'-) CmHnO + C02 + H20 

C,nH~O + mNO ~ mNCO + ZH20 

NCO + NO ~ N2 + CO2 rate controlling step 

2NCO + CO ~ N 2 Jr 2 C O  2 

CxH,..ads(Or CmHnO ) Jr NO ~ N20  Jr CO 2 Jr- H 2 0  

C.Hy.ads + 02 ~ xCO2 +y /2H20  

C,.H. + 02 ~ mCO2 + n/2H20. 

A more detailed scheme, based on IR spectral data in situ is presented in Ref. [201 ]" 

N 0 2  
I NO2 

.<--CH 7- ~ I 
H2C'f~"C:H-"""""~'CH2 ~ CH2= CH + CH 3 NO 2 CH3NO 2 C H 2 = C H - C H  3 ~ H 2 C . " - i - - - C H  2 + NO 2 ~ . + 

Clu2+ Ca + -  clu+ I Cu 2+ 

1565 - 1 5 7 5  crn -1 145,4,1374 cm -~ 1635  cm -1 1420"1435 crn-1, 1 3 8 0 - 1 3 8 5  cm-1 

02 ?O 

CH2 :  CH CH2=CH R R 
+H+-.+ 

+ 02 ~ N 2 + CO 2 + H20 
CH3-- NO2 CH3~ NO O / ~O 

& L. 
NO 
I 

CH2=CH +H + 

GH3-- NO -H20 
~ ' ~ -  HCN, CH3CN (2260  cm -1 ) 

According to this scheme, cyanides are inactive compounds, and isocyanates are not included at all. 
The interaction of NO with hydrocarbons in the presence of oxygen has also been studied by spectral 

techniques on zeolites of ZSM type ion-exchanged with other cations. Over Ce-ZSM5 the C3H 6 Jr NO 4- 0 2 
reaction was studied by IR spectroscopy in situ and by the kinetic response method with gas analysis 
[ 203,204 ]. Bands due to adsorbed NOz, NO3, NCO and CH3NO 2 were observed in the spectra. According 
to the authors, the following reaction proceeds: 

CH3NO + NOz ~ N2 + CO2 + HzO. 
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The Ga-ZSM5 catalyst is very selective in the reaction of NO with rilethane and ethane [ 205-207 ]. 
Such unique properties of the catalyst are explained by dissociative adsoiption of methane on Ga-ZSM5, 
proved by hydrogen exchange between CH4 and CD4. NO reduction by h3(drocarbons in the presence of 
oxygen was also studied on non-zeolite catalysts. Particularly, on Rh/A1203 [ 208 ] the C3H6 + NO + 02 
reaction proceeds in the following way: NO2 and NO3 are formed in~nexcess of oxygen and interact 
further with C3H6, resulting in HNOx and a weakly adsorbed radical, C3H5, which is quickly oxidized by 
nitrates and nitrites to CO2. NO reduction by hydrocarbons on various zeolites modified by ZrO2 as well 
as on complex oxides supported over y-A1203 has been studied [ 209,210], R-NOx, NOx, nitrates, nitrites 
and NCO were found in the spectra. 

It can be seen from this brief review that the intermediates in the NO reduction on zeolites are not well 
understood. 

We attempted to investigate the main features of the interaction of reagents with atoms and ions of 
copper, as well as the role of different copper states in the NO reduction on Cu-ZSM5. Copper-c0ntaining 
samples were prepared by the ion-exchange method with of HZSM5 zeolite with 0.15, 0.70, 1.3, 1.7, 
2.8% of Cu, and with Na-HZSM5 zeolite with 2.86% of Cu. The Si:A1 ratio = 40, the degree of crystal- 
iinity = 95%. Fe contamination was not detected by ESR. The amount and coordination of isolated copper 
ions Cu 2+ were determined by the ESR technique, and the amount of Ch + from TPD spectra after CO 
adsorption. IR spectroscopy in situ, TPD under flow conditions (N2 as carrier gas, heating rate 20°C/ 
min) and the EsR technique were used to study processes on the zeolite. The data obtained for NO 
reduction by propane on samples with various Cu contents show that NO reduction is rather effective at 
temperatures higher than 400°C (no zeolite activity in the absence of Cu was observed). However, further 
increasing the temperature (higher than 500°C) does not cause any inci'ease of NO conversion; it even 
begins to fall with some samples. Nitrogen is the main reaction product, but at low temperatures a small 
amount of N20 was recorded. 

ESR data show Cu 2÷ ions to be localized in the square pyramidal and square planar coordinations. 
Fig. 38 shows different amounts of copper ions versus copper concentration, according to data obtained 
by ESR and TPD techniques. It can be seen that in oxidized samples (curve 2) Cu ÷ ions are always 
present, and their amount continuously increases with Cu concentration. The amount of Cu 2 + increases 
in the Cu-ZSM5 catalyst and drops in 2.86% Cu-Na-HZSM5 (curve 1). I f  the Cu concentration in 
samples is low practically all ions are isolated; but if it is high, most of them are involved in association 
(curve 3). In this figure, too (curve 4), the conversion of NO at 600°C is plotted against the Cu content 
of the sample. An obvious correlation between NO conversion and Cu 2 + ion concentration in the sample 
exists, pointing to the possible participation of Cu 2 ÷ ions in the rate-limiting reaction step (activation of 
reagent molecules, for example). 

To clarify this problem we carded out a systematic study of samples containing copper ions of different 
valence and coordination. Our data, based on IR spectroscopy in situ and TPD, show that NO is activated 
by interaction with either zeolite or Cu ÷ ions. When NO interacts with diamagnetic Cu ÷ ion it is possible 
to form a species with an unpaired electron, which is observable by ESR. We failed to record such a 
Complex in our ESR study of the interaction of NO with catalysts. It seems likely that the NO molecule 
with Cu ÷ ions forms not a nitrosyl, but a nitrite complex. Moreover, the t610 cm-  ~ band usually assigned 
to vibrations in a nitrite complex of copper ions [ 190] was recorded in the IR spectra of the samples after 
NO adsorption. 

Oxygen is activated by interaction with reduced states of copper. Oxygen molecules rather effectively 
transform reduced copper ions to the Cu 2÷ state which is an active one for the catalysts studied. That is 
why, for example, NO cannot be reduced by propane in the absence of oxygen in gas the phase. 

Propane is activated by interaction with acid sites of the zeolite. 
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Table 6 
Intermediates in NO decomposition and reduction by hydrocarbons 

65 

Reaction catalyst Intermediates Degree of reliability References 

Decomposition of NO on Cu-ZSM5 Oaa~ M [ 188 ] 
Cu+NO, Cu(NO) 2, Cu(NO2) - M [ 189] 
(Cu-O-Cu) 2+ , CuOH + L [ 191,192] 
CuNO, Cu(NO)2 M [ 193] 
Cu+NO ~- , Cu + (NO)g-,  Cu2+ NO ~+ M [ 194] 
Cu + (NO) 2, Cu 2+ (O) (N20), Cu 2+ ( O - )  (NO), M [ 197] 
Cu 2+ (NO) (NO2) 
Cu2+-N=N, Cu2+NO, Cu+NO, Cu + (NO)z, Cu2+-O-N=O, H 1190] 

2+ 2 + / 0  ~- -- Cu NO2, Cu \ o / N = O  
Cu+NO, Cu 2+ (NO)NO2) M [ 197] 
CH2=CH_CH3, CH M [201 ] H2C ,~C'-','-~CH~ 

Zlj + 

Cu 2 +, NO2,ads, CHz=CH-NO2, CH3NO2, HCN, CH3CN 
CN, NCO M 1199] 
Cu + (NO)2, Cu +O.as L 11961 
NCO, C.,H,,, CxHyO, NO.ds M [200] 
NO2,ads, CxHyO L [ 198] 
C~, NOa~s L [ 202 ] 
NO;-, NO3, CH3NO2, NCO H [203,204] 
CH3.aa~ L [ 205-207 ] 
C3Hs,aas, HNOx L [ 208 ] 
R-NO~, NOt, NCO, NO2, NO;  M 1209] 

C 3 H  6 + NO + 02 on Cu-ZSM5 

CsHs + NO + 02 on Cu-ZSM5 
i-C4H3 + NO + 02 on Cu-ZSM5 
C 3 H  6 + NO + 02 on Ce-ZSM5 
CH4 + NO + O~ on Ga-ZSM5 
C3H6 + NO + 02 on Rh/AI203 
C3Hs + NO + 02 on ZrO2 and mixed oxides 

The bulk of the data obtained shows, not an original activation of reacting molecules (as was assumed 
above) but rather that some other, stepwise transformation of adsorbed forms on isolated Cu 2÷ ions is a 
rate-limiting stage of the reduction of NO by propane. We cannot, however deny the role of possible 
synergetic effects during interaction of the real mixture with the catalyst. But our TPD spectra, recorded 
after separate adsorption of NO and C3H 8 and after adsorption of a mixture of the two, do not differ in 
essence. 

Note, too, that in our ESR study of working catalysts we failed to record species containing active 
carbon, which were supposed to be active sites in Ref. [ 197]. 

It should be noted that NO reduction by hydrocarbons has been intensively studied only during the last 
2-3 years. But despite this short time, a number of spectral investigations devoted to surface compounds 
have appeared. Unfortunately, not many of them are reliable enough; they do not satisfy spectrokinetic 
requirements. The most reliable is the observation of such intermediates as NO adsorption; less reliable 
observations concern complexes with both NO and hydrocarbons. The bulk of the data on intermediates 
in NO decomposition and reduction by hydrocarbons are presented in Table 6. 

6.2. NO reduction by CO 

A TPD study of CO adsorption on oxidized and reduced copper- containing zeolites shows that 
desorption of CO proceeds at 260-280°C. The quantity of desorbed molecules depends on the redox 
pretreatment of the sample. Under experimental conditions CO is adsorbed mainly on Cu + ions. So we 
can consider the quantity of desorbed CO molecules to be a measure of the Cu ion content. The IR spectra 
after CO adsorption show a band at 2160 c m -  ~ assigned to vibration in a linear carbonyl CO-Cu + . The 
optical density of this band depends on the pretreatment of the sample and the quantity of embedded 
copper ions. The position of the band (2160 cm-1)  does not change with copper concentration in the 
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catalyst, but its optical density ( D 2 1 6 o )  and the intensity of the TPD peak of CO increases with increasing 
copper concentration. 

Kinetic parameters of CO desorption were determined by IR spectroscopy in situ at 170-330°C in 
following manner: after adsorption of CO on 1.3% Cu-ZSM5 catalyst the flow containing 1% CO was 
switched to He and the optical density, D216o, was followed. Kinetic curves were treated according to a 
first-order equation. The temperature dependence of the rate constants gives an activation energy for CO 
desorption of 12 kcal/mol. 

D216o decreases if the flow of nitrogen containing 1.8% of NO at temperatures below 100°C is introduced 
to a sample with preadsorbed CO, which points to a high reactivity of surface carbonyl. Further investi- 
gations of carbonyl reactivity were carried out in the temperature range 80-170°C. Similar experiments 
were carried out with addition of oxygen. The intensity of the absorption band of the carbonyl complex 
practically does not change in the presence of oxygen in this temperature region. 

This observation is rather interesting: the point is that in all oxide systems the rate of interaction of 
oxygen with CO is essentially higher than that of NO (see, for example Ref. [ 149] ). We decided to 
study the nature of this phenomenon. 

The change of optical density of the 2160 c m -  1 band with time after the addition of a flow containing 
NO is described in first-order equation coordinates. The activation energy of surface carbonyl consump- 
tion calculated from the temperature dependence of the rate constant is close to zero. It is known (see, 
for example, Ref. [ 211 ] ), that NO molecules adsorbed on platinum-group metals can be substituted by 
CO molecules from the gas phase. This can possibly occur in our experiments (decrease of optical density 
D2160, closed to zero activation energy of carbonyl consumption). 

To check this assumption we conducted the a following experiment. The sample (2.8% Cu-ZSM5), 
placed in a cell for recording of diffuse-reflectance IR spectra, was treated with a gas flow containing 
1% CO at 50°C and then with nitrogen. After that, the 2160 cm -1 band was recorded. Then a flow 
containing 1.8% of NO was fed to the cell and recordings were made of D216o, concentration of CO at 
the reactor outlet, and CO2 and N20 concentration in the reaction products. Typical results of such 
experiments are presented in Fig. 39. Calculations based on transmission spectroscopy ( P =  18 mg, 
D = 0.42, S =  2 cm 2, e = 2.10-18 cm2/molec) show that the number of carbonyl complexes at the surface 
of the 420 mg sample (such samples are usually used when studied by diffuse-reflectance spectroscopy) 
is 1019. When NO is fed to the sample, CO, COz and NzO are found in the gas phase, pointing to the 
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Fig. 39. Time dependencies of CO (2),  CO2 (3) and N20 (4) concentrations, as well as of optical density of absorption band of Cu ÷ -CO ( 1 ) 
over 2.8% Cu/ZSM-5 at 1% NO in the reaction mixture. The sample was pretreated at 50°C in CO. 
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Fig. 40. Quantity of Cu 2 + ( 1 ) ions, Cu + (2) ions and of metal Cu (3) as well as NO conversion at 500°C (4) versus total quantity of copper 
in the sample. 

simultaneous occurrence of two processes: substitution and reaction. Quantitative comparison reveals 
that about 90% of CO is substituted on the surface by NO molecules and only 10% reacts with NO giving 
N20 as a main reaction product. Measurements of surface complexes and reaction product concentration 
show that the Cu +-CO complex is an intermediate in the reaction. 

It seems likely that the reaction products CO2 and N20 are formed during the interaction of NO 
molecules (substituted surface CO species) with CO molecules still remaining on the surface. Such an 
assumption is also supported by an observed correlation between the concentration of Cu + ions in the 
sample and that of reaction products. This correlation proves once again that at low temperature (50°C 
in our case) CO and NO react to form N20 on Cu + ions. 

We also studied the C O + N O  reaction in a model mixture, containing 0.18% NO and 0.9% CO in 
nitrogen. Under the reaction conditions ESR study showed Cu to be reduced: the intensity of the ESR 
signal of Cu 2 + is almost the same as the intensity for samples reduced in H2 at 600°C. N2 and CO2 are 
the main reaction products at temperatures above 300°C. The temperature dependence of the catalyst's 
activity passes through a maximum. The decrease of activity at high temperatures is likely to be due to a 
change of catalyst itself (even its color changes). Fig. 40 shows the activity of samples at 500°C (curve 
4), the quantity of Cu 2+ (curve 1), of Cu + ions (curve 2), and of Cu ° (curve 3) versus copper 
concentration in reduced samples. Curves 3 and 4 reveal a correlation between NO conversion and copper 
concentration in the sample. 

According to current conceptions [ 149], NO dissociation is one of the most important stage in the 
CO + NO reaction over platinum-group metals. Nitrogen atoms can either recombine, giving nitrogen in 
the gas phase, or react with adsorbed CO, forming isocyanate complex which in turn can either be an 
intermediate in NO reduction or can migrate to the support and take no part in the reaction. 

Isocyanate complex was also observed under reaction conditions on copper-containing systems [ 184]. 
It is formed from the dissociation of NO on copper atoms appearing at the surface of the reduced catalyst 
at high temperature. 

In our case, too, NO dissociation is possibly a rate-determining step. Its occurrence on metal atoms 
makes the observed correlation between NO conversion and metal atoms concentration in the sample 
quite understandable. 

We attempted to record diffuse-reflectance IR spectra of surface complexes simultaneously with 
reaction rate. Under reaction conditions at 300-500°C only a carbonyl complex band was recorded in the 
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spectra. An increase of the reaction rate is accompanied by a decrease of its band intensity. It is possible 
that carbonyl is also an intermediate in the high-temperature reduction of NO by CO. This conclusion 
can be supported by the following estimates. Simple calculations based on transmission spectroscopy 
(P=20  mg, D=0.2,  S = 2  cm 2, e=2.10 -18 cm2/molec) show that there are about 4.1018 carbonyl 
complexes on the surface of the sample used (2.8% Cu-ZSM5, 400 mg). An effective constant of the 
consumption of these complexes determined from the time dependence of D216o at changing the flow 
from CO + N2 to NO + N2 is 0.9 min- 1. On the basis of the proposition that carbonyl is an intermediate, 
the reaction rate will be W= kN= 3.6.1018 molecules/min. The measured rate of NO consumption is 
3.1018 molecules/min. The good agreement of these values points to the validity of our assumption 
concerning carbonyl complexes as intermediates in the reduction of NO by CO on Cu-ZSM5. 

IR bands of adsorbed NO and of isocyanate complex are absent in the spectra probably due to both 
low surface coverage under reaction conditions (400°C) and low extinction coefficients in comparison 
with Cu ÷-CO. 

Thus two mechanisms for the reduction of NO by CO on Cu-containing zeolites are valid. One, at low 
reaction temperatures, implies that NO and CO molecules adsorbed on Cu ions interact resulting in the 
formation of N20 and COz. Another, at high temperatures, implies that CO adsorbed on Cu ÷ ions interacts 
with NO dissociatively adsorbed on Cu °, giving N2 and CQ.  The Cu+-CO carbonyl was shown to be 
very reactive. Quantitative measurements show that Cu ÷--CO is an intermediate for both high-temperature 
and low-temperature reactions. 

In a low temperature region, adsorbed CO molecules are substituted by NO molecules, which points 
to an effective interaction of NO with surface Cu + ions. As has been shown above, the reverse effect was 
observed on platinum-group metals: the substitution of adsorbed NO molecules by CO from the gas 
phase. It seems likely that the strong bond of NO with surface of Cu-containing zeolites is the main 
reason for principal possibility of NO reduction in excess of oxygen. 

7. Ammonia oxidation 

7.1. Ammonia oxidation over metals 

Interest in the reaction of ammonia oxidation is essentially related to the problem of synthesizing nitric 
acid. Furthermore, NH oxidation under conditions of olefin ammoxidation is an undesirable side reaction, 
which leads to considerable losses of ammonia. Under industrial conditions the oxidation of ammonia 
resulting in nitrogen monoxides and water with further formation of nitric acid proceeds at high temper- 
ature (800-1000°C) over platinum-rhodium nets, mainly according to a heterogeneous-homogeneous 
mechanism. Spectral investigations are usually carried out at lower temperatures, under conditions when 
both nitrogen and nitrogen oxides (N20, NO) are formed. 

Dann et al. [212] recorded the 2056, 1914, 1650 and 1377 cm -1 absorption bands in their study of 
the adsorption of ammonia on the surface of polycrystalline platinum. These bands were assigned to 
C-~-N, N=N and N-H vibrations, respectively (on the basis of a comparison of these spectra with 
spectra of adsorbed N15H3 and N14D3). According to the authors, carbon exists as an impurity on platinum. 
It was shown [ 213-215] that ammonia is adsorbed on metals in a molecular form at low temperatures, 
and dissociatively at high temperatures, forming NH2 [ 216 ] and / or NH [ 217 ], which may possibly be 
more stable than NH2. Gorodetski et al. [ 218 ] used EELS and TPD techniques to reveal HNO particles 
on the Pt( 111 ) surface which are likely to decompose further to OH and Nads. Gland and Korchak [ 220] 
studied the mechanism of ammonia oxidation under high-vacuum conditions and showed that, in excess 
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of ammonia, the platinum surface is covered mainly by nitrogen-containing complexes, while in excess 
of oxygen it is covered by oxygen-containing complexes. After the combined adsorption of ammonia 
and oxygen an interesting phenomenon was found by Thornburg and Madix [ 219]: the stabilization of 
adsorbed oxygen. 

This brief review shows that the information currently available on the mechanism of ammonia 
oxidation is rather contradictory. This is because of the absence of data on intermediate complexes in the 
reaction. We have tried to obtain such data. 

Fourier emission spectroscopy (Section 2) was used to study the reaction on the surface of massive 
metals. The emission spectra were recorded in the range from 2500 to 400 cm-  1. The scan number was 
600-6000, normal resolution 8 c m -  ~. The construction of the cell reactor used is described in Section 2. 
Metal disks (Cu, Fe, Au, Ag, Pt) of 40 mm diameter and 1 mm thickness were used as samples. Before 
measurement they were heated in a nitrogen flow up to the required temperature. The spectrum recorded 
was taken as the black body spectrum. Then nitrogen was replaced by the reaction mixture and after 20 
min (for establishment of the reaction equilibrium) the spectrum was recorded once again. Dividing this 
spectrum by the spectrum of the black body we obtained the spectrum under reaction conditions. The 
intensity of absorption bands of N20 (2225 cm -1) and of NH3 (1630 cm -1) in the gas phase after 
reaction gives information on the rate of N20 formation and NH 3 conversion. 

Under reaction conditions copper becomes covered by a black film, a very intense and broad band with 
a maximum at about 1100 c m -  1 appears in the spectra. Since copper oxides do not have an absorption 
band above 1000 c m -  i, and copper itself has a tendency to form ammines, the spectral pattern described 
above was assigned to ammines on the copper surface. Its rate of formation is rather large and it is almost 
impossible to measure the spectra of surface compounds at the surface of copper. 

Ammines also can be formed under reaction conditions on gold and silver surface. However, their 
concentration and the rate of formation is not so high as on the copper surface. On a silver surface at 
260-320°C, in addition to the broad band at 1150 cm -1 (similar to that on copper), a series of low 
intensity emission bands (at 2180, 2050, 1970, 1750, 1500-1400 c m - l )  is observed. This region of the 
spectrum (1300-2500 cm -1) is shown in Fig. 41. It can be seen that the intensity of the 2180 c m -  
absorption band decreases gradually with increasing temperature. The intensity of other bands passes 
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Fig. 41. Emission spectra under ammonia oxidation over Ar at various temperatures: 1,200°C; 2, 260°C; 3,320°C; 4, 340°C. 
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Fig. 42. Bmission spectra under ammonia oxidation over Pt at various temperatures: 1,200°C; 2, 230°C; 3, 260°C; 4, 320°C. 

through a maximum at 260°C. Therefore, there are two groups of emission bands which differ in terms 
of the temperature dependence of their intensity. It should be noted that the band at 2180 cm-  1 is also 
observed under reaction conditions on other metals. The bands in the 1900-2200 cm-  1 region should be 
assigned to C - - N  (2180 cm- t )  and N--N (2050 cm -~) vibrations. The presence of bands in this 
spectral region is evidence for the dissociative adsorption of ammonia. Other emission bands are possibly 
due to vibrations of a complex of the type Me (NH3) x (NO) y ( 1970, 1750 cm - 1: vibrations of NO, 1400- 
1500 cm -1 of NH). 

An emission band at 1630 cm-  1 due to ammonia vibration is also recorded in the spectra. Its decreasing 
intensity with temperature, given a constant feed rate of the reaction mixture, can be used to determine 
catalyst activity in the reaction. Simultaneously measured temperature dependencies of the catalyst 
activity and of the intensity of emission bands, when compared, show that the rate of ammonia oxidation 
becomes noticeable when the intensity of the emission bands in the region 1700-1800 cm-1 and 1400- 
1500 cm-1 starts to decrease. So it is possible that the complex Me(NH3)x(NO)y is an intermediate in 
the formation of N2 and N20. Complexes of similar type were detected by Naito and Tamaru [222] in 
their study of NO reduction by ammonia. 

During the oxidation of ammonia on iron, bands at 2180, 2070, and 1970-1800 cm-1 were recorded 
in the IR spectra under reaction conditions. The intensity of all bands decreases with increasing temper- 
ature. As above, the 2180 and 2070 cm -1 bands can be assigned to C--=N and N=N vibrations, 
respectively [212]. Other bands lie in the region where the vibrations of adsorbed NO molecules are 
usually recorded. Thus we can assume that adsorbed forms of NO are intermediates in the oxidation of 
ammonia on iron. Simultaneous measurements of spectral and catalytic properties proved this assumption. 

Fig. 42 shows the emission spectra recorded under conditions of ammonia oxidation on platinum. They 
reveal bands at 2225, 2000 and 1520 cm - 1. The intensities of the 2225 cm- 1 band ( vibrations of gaseous 
N20) and of the 1520 cm-1 band (vibrations of the N-H bond in the NH2 complex) increase with 
increasing temperature. Comparison of spectral and catalytic data shows that the catalytic activity 
decreases when the intensity of the 1520 cm-1 emission band increases. It seems likely, that at low 
temperature, the surface of platinum is covered mainly by NH2 complexes which, in the presence of 
oxygen, transform slowly to the reaction products. We failed to detect any oxygen-containing complexes 
on the Pt catalyst, possibly because of their rapid formation and decomposition. 
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Thus, compounds found on the surface of iron, silver and platinum, are, respectively, adsorbed NO 
molecules, intricate oxygen-containing complexes and NH2 complexes. On the basis of measurements of 
the reaction rate it is possible to place all metals studied in a sequence according to their activity in the 
ammonia oxidation: Pt > Ag > Au > Fe. This sequence agrees well with that presented in Ref. [ 223], 
where it is also noted that N2 and N20 are formed in parallel routes, and values of activation energy of 
NH3 oxidation are presented (120 kJ/mol for Pt, 64 kJ/mol for Ag and 36 kJ/mol for Fe). Therefore, 
on the surface of catalysts with high activation energy complexes are observed which take part in the 
initial steps of the reaction, while on metals with low activation energy, complexes are found which take 
part in the steps close to the end stage (NOa~s on Fe). The general sequence of steps is evidently the 
same for all catalysts. 

7.2. Ammonia oxidation over oxides: introduction 

The spectral technique was also used to study the mechanism of ammonia oxidation over oxides. 
Several schemes have been proposed. In the oxidation of ammonia N20, NO and NO2 complexes on the 
surface of metal oxides [224], and NO~- and NO3 complexes on the surface of CoO-MgO catalyst 
[ 225 ] were supposed to be intermediates. The following reaction mechanism was proposed by Zecchina 
et al. [225] (on the basis o f lR  and ESR data): 

Co2+0 2- +NH3 ~ NH~-Co2+OH; C o  2+ + 0  2 ( ) C 0 3 + O  - 

2NH2 +3Co3+O~ - + 2 0 2 -  ~ 2NO~- + 4 O H -  +4Co 2+ 

NH~- +2Co3+O~ - + O  2- ~ NO3 + 2 O H -  +2Co 2+. 

Also it is possible that the reactions 

NH3+3Co3+O2 + 4 0  z- ~ 2NO~- + 6 O H -  + 3 C o  2+ 

2NH3 + 4Co 3 + O2 + 402-  ~ 2NO3 + 6OH- + 4Co 2 + 

proceed. NO-  complex formation is also possible, but its band in the spectra is masked by bands due to 
NO~- and NO;-. 

Various surface NH3 complexes were recorded and identified during NH3 adsorption over oxides [ 226- 
229]. On the surface of MgO an NH~- complex was observed under conditions of NH3 + O2 reaction 
[230]. During the oxidation of ammonia by nitric oxide on a NaY zeolite, an intricate surface complex 
was found: (NO)(NH3).  This subsequently decomposes, giving nitrogen and water [ 222]. Two NH~- 
complexes were found on the surface of Fe/SiO2: Si-NHz ( 1550 cm-1)  and Fe-NH2 ( 1610 c m -  1). On 
a vanadium catalyst [232,233 ] the NH2 complex is supposed to be an intermediate in the oxidation of 
ammonia by NO. The following scheme is proposed for the reaction: 

V 5 +-OH + N H  3 --~ V 5 +-ONH4, 

2V 5 + -ONH4 + V 5 + - O - V  5 + + 2NO ~ 2N2 + 2H20 + 2V 5 ÷ -OH + V 4 + -  [ ] -V 4 +, 

V 4 + _ [ ] _ W  4+ --[-0.50 2 ~ V 5 + - O _ V  5+.  

Alsdorf et al. [ 234 ] estimated the extinction coefficients of NH3 and NH ~-complexes on MoO2-SiO2: 

N H  3 1620 c m -  t 0.33.105 g /mol /cm 
NH~- 1435 cm-1 1.16.105 g/mol /cm.  
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Fig. 43. Ammonia oxidation on MOO3. Time dependencies of  NH~" optical density ( 1 ), as well as of N2 (2) and N=O (3) concentration at 
360°C after ammonia switching off from the reaction mixture. 

We can compare these values and the values presented by Davydov et al. [38]: e143o = 2.15.105 cm2/ 
mol and e161o = 5.9. 105 cm2/mol. We carried out a transmission and diffuse-reflectance IR spectrokinetic 
study of the oxidation of ammonia on the surface of M o O  3 [ 235 ], ZnO [ 236 ], Fe203 [ 237 ] and Cr203 
[238,239]. 

7.3. Ammonia oxidation on MoO3 

Measurements were carried out in a catalytic microreactor, which served simultaneously as an IR cell. 
The catalyst was pressed into 60-70 mg pellets with an area of 2 cm 2. The total weight of the catalyst in 
the experiment was about 1 g. 

Treatment of M o O  3 with a mixture of ammonia and oxygen at 25--400°C gives rise to a single band at 
1430 cm-1. In agreement with Tsyganenko et al. [ 226], this band is assigned to the bending vibrations 
of the NIL + complex. The formation of NH~ complex at the surface of an oxide catalyst is usually related 
to the catalyst's acidity. However, there is still no generally accepted opinion concerning the nature of 
the acid sites of the M o O  3 surface. We assume that there are several sources of protons for the formation 
of NH~-. One can be associated with stabilization of Mo 5 ÷ ions, and another with the formation of 
polymolybdate species, for example, according to the equation: 

7MOO3 + 3H20 ~ [M07024] 6- -'1- 6H +. 

In order to determine whether NH~ complexes participate in the formation of N2 and N20, we used 
the response method. Ammonia was excluded from the reagent mixture and the concentrations of NH3, 
N2 and N20 at the reactor outlet were followed. The change in the optical density of the 1430 c m -  1 band 
(DNH~) over time was measured simultaneously. Typical results of such experiments are given in Fig. 
43, which shows that the reaction products (N2 and N20) are formed over a long period after ammonia 
had disappeared from the reactor zone. A drop in DNH~over time was noted. It is natural to assume that 
the formation of N2 and N20 may proceed as a result of the reaction of the NH~- surface complex with 
oxygen. In this case, the rate of nitrogen formation should be a function of the rate of decomposition of 



V.A. Matyshak, O.V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1~8 73 

the NH2- surface complex. Information on this rate may be obtained by following DNH:OVer time. If the 
formation of N 2 and N20 occurs by parallel routes, the change in the NH2- concentration at the surface 
will be described by the following equation: 

- d 0NH~-/dt = k l 0NH~-'~- k20NH~. ( 7 .  l ) 

Here, kl and k2 are the effective constants for the consumption of the NH2- complex to give N2 and 
N20. Using the well known equation (Eq. (2.2)), we obtain 

-- dDNH ff  dt = k lDNH4~-t- kEDNH~. (7 .2 )  

This equation quite satisfactorily describes the observed change in DNH~over time and thus permits us 
to determine the sum (kl + k2). 

The change of the nitrogen concentration in the reaction space in the case of nitrogen formation from 
NH2- complexes adsorbed on the surface is described by the following equation: 

Vrd[Nz]/dt= 0.5k I 0 N H 4 +  - -  F[N2], (7.3) 

where [Nz ] is the nitrogen concentration in the reaction space (mol/cm 3); Vr is the volume of the reaction 
space (cm3); F is the flow rate (cm3/min); and 0NH:iS the amount of NH~- complexes in the sample 
(mol). 

A similar equation may be written for the change in the N20 concentration in the reaction space 

Vrd[N20]/dt = 0.5k20NH~--- F [ N 2 0 ]  • (7.4) 

We find d[N2] ~dr and d[N20 ] /d t  by graphical differentiation of the time dependencies of [N2] and 
[N20]. Thus, the sum (k~ +k2) may be determined from the spectral data using Eq. (7.2) and from the 
kinetic data using Eqs. (7.3) and (7.4). 

V~(d[N20]/dt+ d[N2]/dt)  = 0.5(kl +k2) 0NH2-- F( [N20] + [N2] ). (7.5) 

Substituting the sum (kl + k2) found from Eq. (7.2) into Eq. (7.5), we may calculate 0NH~-at different 
moments in time. The ratio of (0NHa+) 1 and ( 0Nn~2 calculated at times tl and t2 is the same as the ratio of 
the optical densities (DNH~I and (DNH¢) 2 measured at the same moments of time. This finding justifies 
the hypothesis of parallel formation of N 2 and N20 from the NH~- complex. In addition, the possibility 
of calculating 0Nn:at a moment of time t and knowledge of the optical density DsH~at the same moment 
of time allows us to determine the extinction coefficient at the maximum of the 1430 cm-  l band, which 
is difficult to find experimentally. 

The extinction coefficient estimated for 310°C agrees quite well with the value obtained experimentally 
using SiO2 probes with different amounts of (NH4)6Mo7024 [234]. 

Similar calculations carried out using the experimental data at 300-400°C indicate a systematic decrease 
of • with increasing temperature (to 0.68.104 cmE/mol at 380°C). Knowledge of the value of •, in turn, 
permits the determination of ka and k2. These are only slightly temperature dependent. This finding 
indicates that the surface coverage by oxygen (0o), which may decrease with increasing temperature, is 
included within the experimentally determined values of kl and k 2. 

A study of the dependence of the reaction rate on the ammonia concentration showed that the rate of 
N20 formation increases with increasing optical density of the 1430 cm-  1 band. The rate of nitrogen 
formation increases with increasing ammonia concentration until NH 3 is present in the gas phase (Fig. 
44). 

The values for kl'Oo and kl'Oo determined from the segments of the curves for [N2] = f ( t )  and 
[ N20 ] --f(t) when NH 3 is absent from the gas phase were found to be equal to those obtained by spectral 
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Fig. 44. Ammonia  oxidation on MoO 3. N I L  + optical density (1) ,  as well as N 2 (2) ,  N20 (3) and ammonia (4 - -  inlet and 5 - -  outlet) 

concentrations versus t ime at 360°C. 

measurements (Fig. 43). Knowing kt'Oo and k2' 0o, we may calculate the steady-state rates of formation 
of N2 and N20, assuming that, even in the presence of ammonia, N2 and N20 are obtained upon 
decomposition of the NH~- surface complex. 

In accordance with Eqs. (7.3) and (7.4), the steady-state rate of nitrogen formation (WN2) is equal to 
1/2kl OOONH~, and that of N20 formation (WN2O) is equal to WN2o = 1/2k2OoONH~. Simple calculations 
show that the calculated value of WN20 is equal to the experimental value. The calculated WN2 is about 
one-half of the experimental value. The following experimental scheme may be proposed on the basis of 
the available data: 

k3 
NH 3 

--- k4---~. N2 

kl---~ N 2 

"~k k 2--~- N20 

(7.6) 

N20 is formed only through the surface NH~- complex. The formation of nitrogen proceeds via two 
routes: (1) through NH~-; and (2) through a mechanism which is not detailed in the present work. 
Knowing kl (90 and k20o, we may easily separate the routes of nitrogen formation. The reaction rate 
through the route 1 is Wt = 1/2kl'0o0Nn$ while the rate through the pathway 2 is W2 = k4 [ NH3 ]. Studying 
the dependence of W2 on the NH3 concentration at different temperatures we may evaluate the activation 
energy of nitrogen formation through the pathway 2. This activation energy was found to be 50 kJ/mol. 

The dependence of the reaction rate on the oxygen concentration was studied under steady-state 
conditions. A typical result of these experiments is shown in Fig. 45. The rates of formation of N2, N20 
and DNH~-do not change when the oxygen content decreases from 90 to 75%. The independence of the 
reaction rate on the oxygen pressure at high oxygen concentrations indicates that adsorbed oxygen 
participates in the reaction. 

Upon decreasing the oxygen content yet further, the rate of N20 formation decreases linearly, while 
DNH~increases linearly. The curve for WN2 has two linear segments, reflecting the two reaction pathways. 

Kinetic analysis of data presented in Figs. 43, 44, 45 on the basis of Eq. (7.6) shows that the value of 
00 is maintained constant with decreasing ammonia concentration in the gas phase, i.e., with increasing 
oxygen concentration. Steady-state values of 00 decrease with increasing temperature. Knowing the value 
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Fig. 45. NH~- optical density ( 1 ), No (2) and N20 (3) concentrations versus oxygen content in the reaction mixture at 380°C. 

of 00 we can calculate true values of the rate constants (k' =k/Oo) of the formation of N20 and N 2 
(through the route 1 ) and the corresponding values of the activation energies: EN2O = 126 kJ/mol and 
EN2 = 118 kJ/mol. 

It should be noted that there are no literature data concerning the NH~- surface complex as an inter- 
mediate in the reaction. This fact can be attributed to the lack of spectral studies on the transformation of 
surface complexes under ammonia oxidation conditions. It is also possible that only the first reaction 
step, related to the formation and oxidation of the NH~- complex, may be observed spectrokinetically on 
such low activity catalysts as molybdenum oxide. 

7.4. Ammonia oxidation on ZnO and Fe203 

Treatment of a ZnO catalyst with a mixture of NH3 + 02 at 325-365°C causes the appearance of two 
adsorbed bands: a weak one at 1625 cm-~ (due to vibrations of gaseous ammonia), and an intense one 
at 2200 c m -  ~, assigned on the basis of spectral and chromatographic data to vibrations of the surface 
N20 complex. The 2200 c m -  1 absorption band appears in the spectra only after heating the sample in 
the reaction mixture to a temperature T> 325°C, and disappears subsequent cooling. Treatment of the 
catalyst in oxygen as well as in the presence of the reaction products (N2 and N20) causes no absorption 
in this spectral region. Admission of ammonia to the catalyst which has been treated in oxygen causes 
the appearance of the absorption band at 2200 c m -  1. Perhaps surface oxygen takes part in the formation 
of a surface complex: N2Oads. 

Replacing the reaction mixture by oxygen leads to a rapid decrease in the intensity of the 2200 c m -  1 

absorption band. These data indicate that NH 3 and 02 take part in the formation of the complex, whereas 
only oxygen is involved in its consumption stage. 

To determine the role of the surface compound absorbing at 2200 cm-  1 (N2Oads) in the reaction of 
ammonia oxidation we performed stationary spectrokinetic experiments with measurements of the trans- 
mission spectra. We simultaneously measured the rate of formation of the products (N2 and N20) and 
the optical density of the absorption band at 2200 c m -  ~ (D220o), which is proportional to the concentration 
of surface complexes. Typical experimental results are shown in Figs. 46 and 47. At constant oxygen 
content (40 vol.-%), both the reaction rate and the surface compound concentration increase with 
increasing ammonia concentration and ceases to change when the ammonia content in the reaction mixture 
exceeds 20%. 
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Fig. 46. N20 ( 1 ) and N2 (2) formation rates, as well as optical density of surface compound ( D22oo ) (3) versus ammonia content in the reaction 
mixture at 360°C. [02] =40%. 

At a constant ammonia concentration, the reaction rate increases but the concentration of N2Oad s 

decreases with increasing oxygen concentration. This behavior of the parameters means that oxygen may 
be presumed to be involved in the consumption of the N2Oad s complex. It also follows from Fig. 46 that 
the rate of N20 formation is proportional to the optical density of the absorption band of N2Oads: 

WN2O = kD22oo. ( 7.7 ) 

Values of k calculated at various temperatures: 

T (K) 615 633 648 
k 7.5 9.1 12.5 

were used to estimate the activation energy of the reaction. The value obtained (57 kJ/mol) agrees rather 
well with the available estimates [223], pointing to the possibility of N=O,~ds being an intermediate in the 
reaction. 

To compare quantitatively the rates of N2Oad, consumption and of N2Oga, formation we carried out 
nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements using diffuse reflectance spectroscopy. We simultaneously 
measured the reaction rate (WN20) and the intensity of the 2200 cm-1 absorption band after a rapid 
change of the reaction mixture composition. A typical kinetic curve, obtained at 340°C after the reaction 
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Fig. 47. N20 ( i ) and N2 (2) formation rates, as well as optical density of  surface compound (D22oo) (3) versus oxygen content in the reaction 
m i x t u r e  a t  3 6 0 ° C .  [ N H 3 ]  = 2 0 % .  
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Fig. 48. Time dependence of optical density of surface compound (D22oo) after turning off ammonia flow from the reaction mixture ( 1 ) and its 
treatment according the first-order Eq. (2). T= 340°C. 

mixture was replaced by oxygen (curve 1 ), as well as the results (curve 2) of its treatment according 
the first-order equation are shown in Fig. 48. The corresponding rate constant for the consumption of the 
surface N20 complex is 0.12 s-1. The steady-state rate of N20 formation in the gas phase at 613 K is 
1.08.1011 molecules/s /cm 2 (0.58.1018 molecules/min/g).  If N20 appears in the gas phase as a result 
of desorption of the surface N20 complex, then the reaction rate can be expressed as 

WN2O = k0N20. (7.8) 

In order to evaluate 0N2o, a coefficient that relates the band intensity and the surface coverage should 
be determined experimentally from the spectroscopic data. The experiments were performed in the 
following way. The products of desorption of the surface complex, which were formed upon replacing 
the reaction mixture by oxygen, were frozen out at 200 K in a trap filled with silica gel. The N20 content 
in the gas which evolved after heating the trap was determined by chromatography. At 613 K, the intensity 
of the band, which is equal to 0.17, turns out to correspond to a surface concentration of the complexes 
of 7.1- 1011 cm-2. The rate of N20 evolution into the gas phase, calculated using Eq. (7.8), wilt thus 
reach 0.85.1011 molecules/s/cm z. This value is in agreement with the experimentally obtained rate of 
N20 formation ( 1.08.1011 molecules/s/cm2). Such an agreement seems to be a sound argument in favor 
of the hypothesis that the observed surface complex N2Oa~s is an intermediate in the oxidation of ammonia 
on ZnO. 

It is known [ 223 ] that the formation of N2 and NzO occurs simultaneously during the low-temperature 
oxidation of NH3, i.e., the main regularities in the formation of these products are very much the same. 
Therefore, a formal relationship between WN2 and [N2Oads] is revealed. However, the value of the rate 
of N2Oads conversion does not coincide with the rate of N2 formation. This means that a common complex, 
a precursor of both N2 and N20, is formed and decomposed in the stages preceding the desorption of the 
N2Oad s complex. 

The results of the diffuse-reflectance IR investigation of the oxidation of ammonia on the surface of 
ce-FezO3 are shown in Fig. 49. Two absorption bands of hydroxyl groups (at 3650 and 3750 cm-1)  are 
recorded after treatment of the catalyst in flowing of oxygen (400°C, 1 h) with subsequent cooling to 
220°C (spectrum 1 ). In the presence of ammonia the 3650 c m -  1 absorption band splits into two bands 
at 3650 and 3620 c m -  i, pointing to the interaction of OH groups with ammonia molecules. An NH~- 
complex is formed as a result of this interaction and we can see its absorption band at 1420 cm-1 
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Fig. 49. Diffuse reflectance spectra during ammonia oxidation over Fe~O3: 1, initial spectrum, T= 220°C, oxygen; 2, NH 3 + 02, T=  220°C; 3, 
NH3 + 02, T= 320°C. 

W. _molec .10-18 N2U . ITHR 
F(R) molec .10 -19 

WN2 mln F(R)~ 
4 ~-~ 0,O2~ 15 

2 1 200t =~O0 7.5 

100 200 300 t °C  =~ 

Fig. 50. Intensity of 1440 cm- z (3), 1620 cm- t (4) and 2080 cm- ~ (5) absorption bands in units of Kuheika Munk function F(R), as well 
as WN..O (2) and WN. ( l ) versus temperatm'e over Cr203. 

W molec.lO -17 D IW molec .10-1B 
• N2 'rain 

nnm WN.O rnolec. 10 -17 
L FRill 

D l W molec.lo-18 
N2 min 

molec, 10 -17 WN20 

II 3 x -  - - - - - - - ~  -5 

0.04- ~.3~ ~ . 0.04 ~ ~ -  4o....__o 0.04 I~ x 

5 TJnln 10 20 30% mln 5 %mln 
a b c 

Fig. 51. Time dependencies of optical densities of 1620 cm-= (1) and of 2080 cm-~ (4), as well as of WN2 (2) and WN2o (3), (a) after 
ammonia is turned off from the t i m ;  (b) during transition to steady state; (c) after ammonia is turned off from the reaction mixtu~ (D2o8o was 

o followed). Cr203 at 240 C. 

(spectrum 2). Also the bands of coordinatively bound ammonia (at 1140 and 1620 cm-~) and of the 
surface NH2 complex (at ,1520 cm-  1, low intense) are recorded. 

Thus, under reaction Conditions there are OH-groups, coordinatively bound ammonia, NH~- and NH 2 



V.A. Matyshak, O. V. Krylov / Catalysis Today 25 (1995) 1-88 79 

D 
0.301 

NH3+ 02 / Cr203 

5 L I 
,, 

0.15 - 
i 

2 -X(' 
I 

I 

. . . . . .  ~ "  In] , 
2400 2(~OO 1600 12OO 800 cm -1 

Fig. 52. FTIR spectra during ammonia oxidation over Cr203 at: 1,150°C; 2, 220°C; 3,230°C; 4, 250°C; 5,320 °. 

complexes on the surface of the catalyst. We performed a spectrokinetic study of their role in the reaction 
and have found that: 

- -  NH2 complex is an intermediate; 
- -  N= and N20 are formed in parallels; and 
- -  the activation energy of  the reaction is 95 kJ/mol, which is quite close to the value determined by 

Golodets [ 223 ]. 

7.5. Ammonia oxidation on Cre03 

Under steady-state reaction conditions absorption bands at 1150, 1220, 1440, 1620 and 2080 c m -  
were recorded on the surface of  Cr203. Depending on the pretreatment of the sample (reduction or 
oxidation), one observes adsorption bands at 1150 c m -  ~ (for reduction) or 1220 cm-1 (for oxidation). 
They were assigned to the vibrations of ammonia, coordinatively bound with Cr 2 +, or Cr 3 +, respectively 
[38].  The absorption band at 1620 c m -  ~ is also assigned to these vibrations. The 1440 c m -  1 absorption 
band is due to vibrations of NH~- complex, which is likely to be formed from water present in the reaction 

Table 7 
Intermediates in NH oxidation 

Catalyst Intermediates The degree of reliability References 

Pt(111) HNO L 12181 
Pt NH2 M [ 221 ] 
Ag (NH3)x(NO)y M 1221 ] 
Fe NO,es M 1221 I 
Metal oxides N20,d,, NO,d~, NO2 L 12241 
CoO--MgO NO;-, NO3 L 1225 ] 
Transition metal oxides NH3.ad s L [ 226-2291 
MgO (NH3 + NO2) NH3.ms M 1230 ] 
Fe203/SiO 2 Fe-NH2, Si-NH2 L [ 231 l 
V20~ NH~- L 1232,233 ] 
MoO3 NH~- H [ 235 ] 
ZnO N20,ds H [ 2361 
Fe203 OH, NH3.,ds, N20~s, NH~-, NH2 M [ 2371 
Cr203 NH3.~s, NO~ds H [ 238 ] 
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mixture. The 2080 c m -  1 absorption band appears in the spectra only after treatment of the sample in the 
reaction mixture at 200-220°C, and disappears when the flow of ammonia is turned off. Typical temper- 
ature dependencies of the optical densities (D) and of the reaction rate are shown in Fig. 50. D144o 
decreases (curve 3) and D162o passes through a maximum (curve 4) with increasing temperature. At 
about 200°C the reaction products N 2 (curve 1 ) and N20 (curve 2) start to be released and the absorption 
band at 2080 c m -  1 appears (curve 5 ). 

The reaction rate and D2o8o increase linearly with increasing concentration of NH 3 up to 8% and then 
stop changing. These values depend in the same way on the concentration of oxygen. The reaction rate 
is proportional to the concentration of surface complex absorbing at 2080 cm- l ,  so we believe this 
complex to be an intermediate in the reaction. It can be observed only under reaction conditions and 
contains both nitrogen and oxygen atoms (because the only vibrations which can absorb in this spectral 
region in the NH3 + O2/Cr203 system are the vibrations of the N-O bond). We assigned this absorption 
band to the vibrations of the adsorbed molecule NO 8+, ruling out other possible surface compounds: 

- -  nitrites, nitrates and N-H, because their absorption bands are recorded in another spectral region; 
and 

- -  HNOads, because its vibration frequencies are VNH = 3280 c m -  1, VNO = 800 c m -  1 and ~NH = 1540 
cm - l  [218]. 

The surface compound absorbing at 1620 cm-1 is thought to bean  intermediate in the reaction. To 
check these assumptions we carded out nonsteady-state spectrokinetic measurements. The typical exper- 
imental results obtained after turning off the ammonia flow (curves a and c) as well as during the process 
of establishing stationary reaction conditions (curve b) are shown in Fig. 51. The characteristic reaction 
time is close to the time of conversion of surface complexes absorbing at 1620 c m -  1 (a) and 2080 c m -  1 
(b,c), pointing to their involvement as intermediates in the reaction. Moreover, using the value of the 
extinction coefficient for the coordinatively bound ammonia [ 38], ff162o = 0.9.10-18 cm2/molecule and 
the transmission spectral data (5.04.1018 complexes on the surface of the 180 mg sample at D1620 = 0.38, 
S = 2 cm 2, p = 30 mg), as well as the consumption rate constant of 0.22 min-  1 (determined from curve 
1 of Fig. 51 ), we can calculate the consumption rate of the coordinatively bound ammonia. If it is a 
precursor of the reaction products (N 2 and N20) then, taking into account the reaction stoichiometry, 

2. ( WN2 + WN2 o) = k "NNH 3 = 1.1" 1018 molecules/min. 

The reaction rate determined from the experimental date (Fig. 51 ) equals 1.2.1018 molecules/min. 
The very close coincidence of these two values furnishes definite proof that the coordinatively bound 
ammonia is an intermediate in the reaction under study. 

This system was also studied by the FTIR absorption spectroscopy and the following facts were 
discovered. Under reaction conditions at low temperature ( ca. 150°C) an intense 1420 cm - 1 band appears 
in the spectra of the sample pretreated in wet air. This is due to NH 4 (Fig. 52, spectrum 1 ). The 2220 

c m -  1 band assigned to the reaction product N2Ogas is also present in the spectra. The intensity of these 
two bands decreases sharply with increasing temperature up to 220-230°C (spectra 2 and 3). At the same 
time the intensity of the 1220 cm-1 absorption band (due to the vibrations of coordinatively bound 
ammonia) increases and passes through a maximum at 250°C. At this temperature the absorption band 
of NEOad s (spectra 4 and 5) appears again and becomes more intense. Thus we see that there are at least 
two routes for ammonia oxidation. One (low-temperature) proceeds through the formation and further 
conversion of the ammonia ion (the coordinatively bound ammonia is absent on the surface at this 
temperature) ; the other proceeds through the coordinatively bound ammonia. It is natural to assume that 
the sequence of steps of these two reactions are different, resulting in the formation of the same products. 
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7.6. Ammonia oxidation over oxides: conclusion 

The results of the spectrokinetic study of the low temperature oxidation of ammonia on the surface of 
both metals and oxides reveal the following regularity: the lower the activation energy for the catalyst 
studied, the closer is the structure of the intermediate complex to the structure of the final product, and 
vice versa. 

Data obtained for the Cr203 catalyst show that there are at least two directions by which the ammonia 
oxidation proceeds. One starts with the formation of the ammonia ion, and the other with the formation 
of coordinatively bound ammonia. 

It was noted [ 240] that complexes which take part in the slowest steps of the reaction have the highest 
probability of being detected spectrally. When the reaction conditions change or the catalyst itself changes 
another reaction step possibly becomes the slowest in the process. The spectra recorded may also change. 
However, the total sequence of the reaction steps from reagents to products will possibly not change. On 
the basis of this point of view we have constructed the following sequence for the transformation of 
surface complexes (the catalysts are also indicated, where the relevant intermediates were observed 
spectrally): 

NH 3 --~ NH3,ad s 

Cr203 

NH3.acts + Oads --') NHE,ads + OHads 
Cr203 Pt,Fe203 

NH2.a~s + O2.ads ~ NOads + H20 
Cr203,Fe 

NH2..,d~ + NOaas ~ N2 + H20 

NO~d~ + Oad s ~ N O 2 , a d  s 

NH2,aa~ + NO2,ads ~ N20 + H20 
ZnO 

OHad s + OHad s ~ H20 + Oad s. 

We know, too, that there is another sequence which starts with NH~- formation. Unfortunately, no 
reliable data on further conversion of the ammonia ion are available at present. 

The validity of the scheme presented above could be proved directly if it were possible to simultaneously 
observe all the complexes listed, and to measure the rates of their subsequent conversion up to the reaction 
products. At present, this is evidently not possible because of the insufficient sensitivity of the available 
spectrometric equipment. The only method we currently have is to study this sequence by parts. Table 7 
presents the bulk of the data on the intermediates in the oxidation of ammonia. 

8. General conclusions 

In Sections 2-7 we have presented the basic regularities of the surface steps of the following reactions: 
propene oxidation to acrolein, CO + NO interaction and ammonia oxidation. They were obtained on the 
basis of the spectrokinetic studies. 

As a rule, a variety of intermediates are observed at the surface of different catalysts under the same 
reaction conditions. Their existence is usually explained by the assumption of a great variety of reaction 
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mechanisms. It is possible, however, to select catalysts on the surface of which several intermediate 
compounds may be observed at the same time and their consecutive conversion to the reaction products 
may be followed. This permits us to hope that we shall be able to construct a chemically noncontroversial 
reaction scheme, which will be true for all catalysts of a given kind. Note that this is possible only on the 
basis of the investigation of a single reaction on a variety of catalysts. 

The study of the nature of the reaction intermediates over various catalysts is not a simple task. The 
fact is that different catalysts have inherently different optical properties. We managed to overcome this 
problem by using a great variety of spectral techniques. Thus, emission spectroscopy was used to obtain 
information on the intermediates of ammonia oxidation over bulk metals. Diffuse-reflectance spectros- 
copy was used to study processes at the surface of catalysts which are not very active. The results of these 
experiments permit us to determine the role of surface compounds in the reaction. 

Quantitative analysis of spectral data is based on the values of the extinction coefficients. There are 
two possible ways to determine them: on the basis of independent measurements of the absorbing 
substance concentration and on the basis of spectrokinetic measurements. 

Note that, in general, almost all previous investigations of surface intermediates were not sufficiently 
reliable. Only the coincidence of the reaction rate with the rate of conversion of the surface compound 
evidences that this compound is a intermediate in the reaction. These two rates can be measured and thus 
compared during the nonsteady-state study of the reaction process. Such nonsteady-state investigations 
of c 3 n  3 oxidation, NO + CO reaction, NO + hydrocarbons reaction and ammonia oxidation were per- 
formed by the present authors at the Institute of Chemical Physics in Moscow. 

Note, too, that spectral as well as kinetic measurements of the surface processes have, as a rule, a rather 
low time resolution. This problem can be solved only by construction of new surface methods which 
would allow us to study rapid processes (at least in the millisecond range). At present the best prospect 
in this regard, is, the so-called TAP reactor (temporal analysis of products) [41 ]. 

Our results allow the derivation of some rules of the Polyanyi type (the correlation between the 
activation energy of the reaction and that of the conversion of surface compounds). In some cases the 
activation energy of the reaction decreases if the intermediates observed become structurally more close 
to the reaction products. But insufficient data are available to draw definite conclusions. 

We often obtained a spectral recording of the surface compounds which have been formed on the 
active part of the catalyst and then diffused to the support. Their characteristic feature is the very weak 
(if at all noticeable) response to the reaction conditions (pressure, temperature, reagent mixture com- 
position). One of the basic mechanisms of such diffusion and the further accumulation of the surface 
compounds on the support (or on a phase of a complex catalyst or on a plane of a simple one) is spillover. 
The surface compound accumulated in this way may serve as a reservoir for the feed of the main reaction 
path if the reaction conditions are changed. In complex reactions these accumulated compounds may 
serve as bridges between different active sites. 

Our reaction mechanisms, although quite reasonable, are still to a great extent hypothetical. But we 
are sure that further investigations of surface intermediates will help us to make more progress towards 
the establishment of the mechanisms of the catalytic reactions. 
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